PARKERS PRAIRIE CITY COUNCIL R
REGULAR MEETING

MONDAY, APRIL 20,2026  7:00 pm ?m,ém?mma |
MINNESOTA
MEETING MINUTES

Council Members in Attendance: Mayor Kevin Birkholz, Council Members Linda Martinson Bates, Cody Mathues,
Glenn Cornish, and Tony Woodworth.

Others in Attendance: City Administrator Beth Wussow, Police Chief Joey Rud, CEDA Community & Business
Development Specialist Katie Gehgring (via interactive technology), and the Parkers Prairie Independent (via interactive
technology).

7:00 pm Pledge of Allegiance and Call to Order.

Meeting Agenda. Motion was made by Mathues to approve the meeting agenda. The motion was seconded by
Woodworth and carried unanimously.

Consent Agenda.
* Meeting Minutes from March16, 2026, at 7:00 pm (regular meeting)
* New Hire Autumn Ehlert, Aquatic Center Lifeguard, Pay Grade 1 Step 1
* New Hire Josalyn Haver, Aquatic Center Lifeguard, Pay Grade 1 Step 1
* New Hire Luke Schilling, Aquatic Center Office Attendant, Pay Grade 0 Step 1
e New Hire Shyanne Hanson, Aquatic Center Office Attendant, Pay Grade O Step 1
* New Hire Mathias Gulbrandson, Aquatic Center Office Attendant, Pay Grade 0 Step 1
¢ Pride of Lions Cash Raffle Permit Request — Fall Festival
e Resolution # 2026-10 Approving Donations to the City

Motion was made by Mathues and seconded by Bates to approve the consent agenda. The motion carried
unanimously.

Public Hearing: New liquor license request for David Vankirk. Mayor Birkholz opened the public hearing at 7:02 pm and
welcomed any public comments. Hearing none, Birkholz closed the public hearing.

Consideration of liquor License Request for David Vankirk — for the Dog House, located at 123 East Otter Avenue.
The license request was for a combo on-off sale liquor license with approval for Sunday sales. Effective immediately
through December 31, 2026, with approval to work under Brent Looker’s liquor license until MN Alcohol & Gambling
Enforcement (A.G.E.) issues Vankirk’s new license. Wussow reported that Looker signed approval. Motion was made

by Mathues to approve Vankirk’s liquor license request for the Dog House as presented. The motion was seconded by
Woodworth and carried unanimously.

Public Works. Wussow reported that the Public Works staff are setting up a new digital mapping system to track
locations of all water and sewer lines and connections, storm sewer, and fire hydrants. The mapping system virtually
eliminates reliance on paper maps and improves staff efficiency and accuracy in the field.

Fire Department. The Department responded to a couple grass fires in the past month. Fire Chief Carl Larson has
discussed with Wussow the possibility of raising the Department’s PERA benefit level to keep in line with other
departments from the surrounding areas. The Department did not request a benefit level increase for 2026, but Wussow
surmised there will be a request for an increase during 2027 budget sessions. Chief Larson has reguested Council
consideration to approve a donation from the Relief Association bull-ride fund to subsidize the Department’s PERA
account, keeping the investment at a minimum funding of 100%. The Council was not opposed, assuming the donation
is legal and the proper steps taken. Wussow stated she will research the matter further, but any donation will likely need

to be accepted by City Resolution before a “voluntary payment” can be made to the Department’s PERA account using
donated funds.

Police Department. Chief Rud reported that the D.A.R.E. and Youth Firearm Safety programs in the school are

completed for the year. An excellent article appeared in the Parkers Prairie Independent about the Youth Firearms
Safety class, reflecting the positive impact the program has on the community.
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Incentives for New Businesses: Katie Gehring from CEDA attended via interactive technology and presented a list of
incentives that other cities use to entice new businesses to come to their communities. Examples include free utility
hookup, free or reduced utilities up to a specific dollar amount, or property tax rebates. It was decided that the item will
be placed on the next EDA meeting agenda for discussion.

The Adley (Event Center). Woodworth, Mathues, and Wussow are scheduled to meet with Nate & Toni Reed on
Wednesday, April 22, to continue discussions on the next lease agreement. New signs have been installed by the Reeds
indicating the name change from the Prairie Event Center to the Adley. The new name represents the new elegant and
modern look, and new experience for guests who hold events there. Woodworth presented sketches of “fold-down”
benches that a donor would like to attach to the walls (stone fagade) on the outside of the building near the Adley
entrance. A couple of Council members expressed gratitude for the donor’s willingness to provide the benches but also
shared concern over attaching the benches to the walls, stating that free-standing benches would look better and
would not do damage to the building fagade if removal is necessary in the future. It was also suggested that it may be
better to place the benches farther away from the entrance so not to encourage smoking right next to the entrance.
Woodworth stated he would like to see a picture of the benches (rather than a sketch) before voting on them. Either
way, the Council will need to pre-approve any improvements to the building.

City Administration. Wussow placed updates in the Council agenda packet on the following items (no action needed):
e Aquatic Center staffing complete and new chairs ordered (funds will be reimbursed by West Central Initiative)
e The Adley —upcoming open house on May 2. Remodel expense report was presented

Transportation Alternatives Plan (MNDOT Planning Grant) - first team meeting was held April 14

Energy-Resilience Plan (West Central Initiatives Grant) - first team meeting was held April 9

Energy analysis will be conducted for the Adley building and the Aquatic Center/City Park

Hazard Mitigation Grant - siren upgrade will be underway soon. Parts are ordered but not received yet

Solar streetlights delivered — waiting for installation date

* North Lake Adley picnic park — waiting for concrete installation. All other materials are shipped or already
received

* Pickleball Project Grant Applications. DNR Outdoor Recreation Grant application was submitted and letter of
intent to submit a grant application was sent to the Blandin Foundation Grant
* Yard-of-the-Week — 12 Weeks this Summer Beginning June 1. Winners will be posted on City social media

pages, City website, and printed in the newspaper if space is available. A few businesses have agreed to
“sponsor” the contest by providing donations

e 2026 Summer Newsletter is complete and was mailed to residents on Friday.
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Disbursements.
Payments in March 2026 = Total monthly disbursements $ 117.033.99
e ACH Payments # 3272e through # 3282e (General Checking Account)
e Written Checks # 38651 through # 38700 (General Checking Account)
Payments in March 2026
e Written Checks # 38701 through # 38757 (General Checking Account)
e Voided Checks # 38711 & # 38712 - due to error in printing

Motion was made by Cornish, and seconded by Woodworth, to approve the disbursements. The motion carried
unanimously.

Adjourn. Motion was made by Mathues to adjourn the meeting. The motion was seconded by Woodworth and carried
unanimously. The meeting adjourned at 7:35 pm.

Respectfully Submitted, Attest:
Beth Wussow Kevin Birkholz
City Administrator Mayor
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