PARKERS PRAIRIE CITY COUNCIL TN

REGULAR MEETING Purkors Puivie
MONDAY, MARCH 16,2026  7:00 pm HINNESOTA

MEETING MINUTES

Council Members in Attendance: Mayor Kevin Birkholz, Council Members Linda Martinson Bates, Cody Mathues, and
Tony Woodworth. Council Member Glenn Cornish was absent.

Others in Attendance: City Administrator Beth Wussow, Police Chief Joey Rud, Public Works Superintendent Nathan
McBrady, Senior Partner from Abdo Bonnie Schwieger CPA (via interactive technology), and a representative of the
Parkers Prairie Independent (via interactive technology).

7:00 pm Pledge of Allegiance and Call to Order.

Meeting Agenda. Motion was made by Bates to approve the meeting agenda. The motion was seconded by
Woodworth and carried unanimously.

Presentation of the 2025 City Financial Audit. The audit was presented in draft form as the auditors are waiting on the
fire Department report from PERA. The final report should be available for Council approval at the April 20" meeting.
Schwieger discussed the findings and took questions from the Council. Notable paints of discussion included:

e There were no instances of noncompliance found during the audit.

* Thetwo notable findings were the same as those in previous years, and were mainly due to the City’s smaller
staff size: a) Preparation of Financial Statements (the City has no CPA on staff to prepare these), and b) Limited
Segregation of Duties, as City staff share multiple rolls when working with invoicing, receipts, payments, and
other financial duties.

* Available cash resources varied notable amounts due to funds covering the 2024A street/utility project. Bond
funds were received during one year and were disbursed as payments over two years.

e General Fund available cash balances differed significantly from the actual cash on hand due to loans to other
funds, including $ 407,000 to the Event Center Fund and $ 107,000 to the Safe Routes to School Project.

* Water and sewer fund balances showed improvement following rate increases in 2025.

New Policies and Funds (three items tabled from the February meeting). Motion was made by Bates to take the three
items off the table. The motion was seconded by Birkholz and carried unanimously. Schwieger explained the two new
policies and new funds that were recommended following the 2025 financial audit.

* Capital Asset Policy. A Capital Asset Policy, in accordance with “GASB 34”, guides the accounting team on
how to “capitalize” the City’s assets - such as equipment, vehicles, projects, roads, etc. Motion was made by
Bates to accept the Capital Asset Policy. The motion was seconded by Woodworth and carried unanimously.

e Elected Official Out-of-State Travel Policy. Even though Council Members generally do not travel outside of
Minnesota for the City, adopting an Out-of-State Travel Policy for elected officials is a Minnesota State Statute
requirement. Motion was made by Woodworth, and seconded by Bates, to adopt the Elected Official Out-of-
State Travel Policy. The motion carried unanimously.

¢ New Funds. The “410” fund would be set up to track set-aside funds. The “510” fund would be used for tracking
debt service payments. Motion was made by Woodworth, and seconded by Mathues, to approve the new
funds. The motion carried unanimously.

Consent Agenda
e Meeting Minutes from February 17, 2026, at 7:00 pm (regular meeting)

Page 1|3



Motion was made by Mathues to approve the consent agenda. The motion was seconded by Woodworth and carried
unanimously.

Public Works Department.

Condition of Dayton Avenue and Park Street. McBrady discussed the deteriorating conditions of pavement
on Dayton and Park. Most areas are too large to be improved by simply adding “patch.” Within these streets are
also locations where City staff have repaired numerous waterline leaks. The cast iron water line is some of the
oldest in the City. Council will need to decide whether to budget funds to overlay these streets sooner, or delay
repairs for a few years longer when a complete street/utility project can be bonded for. Wussow stated that the
City currently carries a large amount of debt, and the Council needs to be aware that approving an overlay will
only be a short-term fix with no guarantee we wouldn’t be digging up the street to repair leaks in the future, but
approving a utility project will require an increase in utility rates to all customers to cover additional payments
on the utility portion of the project. Wussow recommended discussing the item during Council workshops on
the 2027 budget.

North Lake Adley Picnic Area Project. Mathues announced that the Sportsmen’s Club just approved a
donation of $ 10,000 toward the “Northside Lake Adley Picnic Area” project, which will include a large cement
pad with a fire pit, benches, and picnic tables. Wussow hoped to complete construction in the spring or early
summer.

Fire Department. The Department had a slow month with only one lift assist and one mutual aid fire call.

Police Department. Chief Rud stated the Department has been extremely busy with a large case load. Council inquired
whether the Dog House Bar paid the $500 liquor violation fine that was decided upon at the February Council meeting.
Wussow reported they have not, but the owner has until the end of the day on Monday the 23" (the day of their one-day
liquor license suspension) to pay the fine.

City Administration - Other Items.

Hazard Mitigation Grant. Wussow announced that the City has been awarded a $20,000 grant from Otter Tail
County toward the $ 43,015.20 siren upgrade. The City budgeted $ 16,000 from the 2026 General Fund budget
toward upgrade, leaving a remaining balance of $ 7,015.20. Motion was made by Woodworth to use
$7,015.20 remaining from the 2024A project toward the siren upgrade. The motion was seconded by Bates
and carried unanimously.

DNR outdoor Recreation Grant. Wussow stated she was working on a grant application for the DNR
Outdoor Recreation Grant, due March 31°. The grant, if awarded, would pay up to 50% of the cost of the
entire pickleball project. The cost of the Pickleball Complex is approximately $ 150,000. If paving the adjacent
parking lot and the connecting sidewalk are included, the cost would be approximately $ 200,000.

Resolution # 2026-09 - a resolution authorizing the application to the DNR Outdoor Recreation Grant. Motion
was made by Mathues to approve Resolution # 2026-09 to apply for the DNR Qutdoor Recreation Grant.

The motion was seconded by Woodworth and carried unanimously.

Pickleball Project Update. Wussow reported that the Pickleball Fund donations currently total approximately
$ 40,000. At a recent presentation to a corporation’s leadership board, a business owner inquired about
naming rights to the facility. Wussow wanted to verify that the City Council would not take issue with a
company having naming rights, to which the Council stated they would approve if it would help get the project
closer to the finish line. Wussow stated she would recommend, on behalf of the Pickleball Committee, a
donation of $60,000 for naming rights.

Disbursements. The following disbursements were presented for Council consideration:

Payments in February 2026 - Total monthly disbursements $ 128.777.69
e ACH Payments # 3263e through # 3271e (General Checking Account)
e Written Checks # 38588 through # 38650 (General Checking Account)
Payments in March 2026
e Written Checks # 38651 through # 38693 (General Checking Account)
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Bank Account Balances as of February 2026

s General Checking Account $ 567,279.96
® General Savings Account $ 18,328.78
e Fire Department Equipment Savings $ 97,987.14
e Economic Dev. Authority Checking $ 2,041.44
e EDARLF Checking Account $ 27,100.00

Motion was made by Woodworth, and seconded by Mathues, to approve the disbursements. The motion
carried unanimously.

Adjourn. Motion was made by Mathues 10 adjourn the meeting. The motion was seconded by Woodworth and carried
with unanimous consent.

Respectfully Submitted, Attest:

Vr B
Beth Wussow Kevin Birkholz
City Administrator Mayor
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