PARKERS PRAIRIE CITY COUNCIL TN

REGULAR MEETING Dusbers Praivie
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 17,2026  7:00 pm HINNESATA
MEETING MINUTES

Council Members in Attendance: Mayor Kevin Birkholz, Council Members Linda Martinson Bates, Cody Mathues, and
Glenn Cornish (not able to attend in person, so attending via interactive technology). Council Member Tony Woodworth
was absent. Due to one Council Member participating remotely, all votes were conducted by roll call.

Others in Attendance: City Administrator Beth Wussow, Police Chief Joey Rud, City Attorney Tom Jacobson (via
interactive technology), and a representative of the Parkers Prairie Independent (via interactive technology).

7:00 pm Pledge of Allegiance and Call to Order.

Meeting Agenda. Motion was made by Mathues to approve the meeting agenda as amended. The motion was
seconded by Bates and carried unanimously.

Consent Agenda:
o Meeting Minutes from January 20, 2026, at 7:00 pm (regular meeting)
o Revised Resolution #2025-35 (accepting donations to the City)

Motion was made by Bates, and seconded by Cornish, to approve the consent agenda. The motion carried
unanimously.

Fire Department - Resolution #2026-08 — Establishing an Escrow Account for Property Loss Insurance Proceeds.

Motion was made by Bates to approve Resolution #2026-08. The motion was seconded by Mathues and carried
unanimously.

Police Department
o Chief Rud and Administrator Wussow represented the Parkers Prairie Police Department at the Law
Enforcement Career Fair at the Alexandria Technical & Community College on February 5™. There were
approximately 250 students in attendance. Chief Rud stated the event was a success, and there are
several individuals interested in doing a ride along with our Police Department.

City Administration

o Liquor Ordinance Violation —the Dog House Bar & Grill. On February 1, the Police Officer on duty observed
patrons consuming alcohol at the Dog House at 2:00 am. This is a violation of City Ordinance § 110.07,
which states that no alcoholic beverages may be sold after 1:00 am (10:00 pm Sundays), and all patrons
must vacate the premises by no later than 1:30 am (10:30 pm Sundays). Chief Rud stated that he and
Wussow had spoken numerous times with owner Brent Looker over the past two years regarding similar
occurrences. City Ordinance § 110.07 also states that, once the violation is brought before the City
Council, the Council shall suspend or revoke the establishment’s liquor license for a period of time and
impose a fine to the license holder. Wussow informed the Council that Rud had informed Mr. Looker that
the violation would be discussed at the February 17 Council meeting and stated that a hearing would take
place at the meeting, so that he (Mr. Looker) would have the opportunity to address the Council. Mayor
Birkholz opened the floor to anyone who wanted to comment on the issue. Looker was not in attendance
and no other member from the public asked to speak on the matter. Treating the February 1%t violation as a
first offense, Council considered options for length of the suspension. Motion was made by Mathues to
suspend the Dog House’s liquor license for one day, March 23, and impose a $500 fine. The motion was
seconded by Birkholz. In favor were Mathues and Birkholz. Opposed were Bates and Cornish, who both
opined that a one-day suspension was not adequate. The motion failed. Motion was made by Cornish to
suspend the Dog House’s liquor license for two days, March 23 and 24, and impose a $500 fine. The motion
was seconded by Bates. In favor were Cornish and Bates. Opposed were Mathues and Birkholz, who
opined that a two-day suspension was too lengthy for a first offense. The motion failed. Motion was
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made by Birkholz to reconsider the first motion (which would have imposed a one-day suspension and
$500 fee). The motion to reconsider was seconded by Mathues and carried unanimously. After further
discussion, motion was made by Mathues to suspend the Dog House’s liquor license for one day, March
23, and impose a $500 fine. The motion was seconded by Birkholz and carried with unanimous consent.

o Prairie Event Center. Wussow provided an update on the Event Center remodel project. New lighting
should be installed next week. All vendors are paid to date with reimbursement funds received from the
Maintenance Fund held by West Central Initiative. The Committee is considering purchasing a new
commercial vacuum to ensure proper maintenance of the new carpet. The small set of stairs to the storage
room needs to be carpeted, but someone local will likely be selected for the job.

o Solar Street Lighting Proposal. The final GenPro proposal for six new solar streetlights on Soo Street came
in $17,400 higher than expected (proposal includes shipping and installation). Wussow stated she had
discussed funding options with the City Auditor, Bonnie. The City still has approximately $40,000 leftover
from the 2024 project, which could be used to cover the remaining cost of the streetlights. Motion was
made by Bates to approve the GenPro quote for solar streetlights. The motion was seconded by Cornish
and carried unanimously.

o City Financial Audit Update, Field work on the 2025 annual financial audit was completed January 20 & 21.
Wussow reported the audit went well, and the Council presentation by Abdo is scheduled for March 16.
Wussow presented a couple items that were recommended by the auditors:

= Capital Asset Policy. Motion was made by Birkholz to table the item until the March 16 meeting.
The motion was seconded by Mathues and carried unanimously.

*  Elected Official Out-Of-State Travel Policy. Motion was made by Birkholz to table the item until
the March 16 meeting. The motion was seconded by Mathues and carried unanimously.

= Opening two new funds (410 for tracking capital replacement reserves, and 511 to track debt
service payments). Motion was made by Birkholz to table the item until the March 16 meeting.
The motion was seconded by Mathues and carried unanimously.

Disbursements. The following disbursements were presented for Council approval:
Payments in January 2026
®* ACH Payments # 3252e through # 3262e (General Checking Account)
e Written Checks # 38560 through # 38607 (General Checking Account)
Payments in February 2026
* Written Checks # 38608 through # 38647 (General Checking Account)

Motion was made by Bates to approve the disbursements. The motion was seconded by Cornish and carried with
unanimous consent.

Adjourn. Motion was made by Mathues, and seconded by Birkholz, to adjourn the meeting. The motion carried
unanimously, and the meeting adjourned at 7:50 pm.

Respectfully Submitted, Attest:
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Beth Wussow Kevin Birkholz
City Administrator Mayor
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