PARKERS PRAIRIE CITY COUNCIL
REGULAR MEETING
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 18, 2025 - 7:00 pm

MEETING UTE

Council Members in Attendance: Mayor Kevin Birkholz, Council Members Cody Mathues, Tony Woodworth (via
interactive technology), and Linda Martinson Bates (via interactive technology - attending as a non-voting member).
Council Member Glenn Cornish was absent.

Others in Attendance: City Administrator Beth Wussow, Police Chief Joey Rud, Fire Chief Carl Larson, City Attorney
Tom Jacobson (via interactive technology), and Parkers Prairie Independent Managing Editor Jen Marquardt (via
interactive technology), Otter Tail County Solid Waste Director Chris McConn, Otter Tail County Recycling Manager
Brooks Anderson, and West Central Initiative Climate Resilience Officer Griffin Peck.

7:00 pm Pledge of Allegiance and Call to Order

Meeting Agenda. Motion was made by Mathues, and seconded by Birkholz, to approve the meeting agenda. The
motion carried unanimously.

Consent Agenda.

e Resolution #2025-08 - Accepting Donations to the City

* Meeting Minutes from January 21, 2025 (Regular Meeting)
Motion was made by Woodworth, and seconded by Mathues, to approve the consent agenda. The motion carried
unanimously.

Single Sort Recycling. Chris McConn and Brooks Anderson discussed the implementation plan of county-wide single
sort recycling. Otter Tail County passed an ordinance requiring all licensed garbage haulers to provide curbside single
sort recycling pickup to customers upon request in cities with populations over 500 and in densely populated lake
areas. Otter Tail County was divided into four quadrants, with Parkers Prairie included in the first quadrant. Recycling
bins would be delivered to all residences within the City at no cost to the owner, however the cost for recycling pickup
would be borne by the consumer. Implementation in first quadrant would go into effect January 1, 2026. For the first 18
months two cities, Henning and Battle Lake, would have an agreement with a single hauler (requests for proposals
would soon be announced) to provide curbside collection service to their residents at no cost. If the agreement works
well for the two cities, and funding remains available, Parkers Prairie may be included in the future.

Solar Energy for Gity Buildings. Griffin Peck presented the energy analysis he conducted in the fall for two City
buildings: the City/Fire Hall and the Prairie Event Center. Based on his analysis, he stated that the City/Fire Hall used
69,640 kWh per year, at the cost of $8,200. Installation of roof-mount solar panels would cost approximately $137,500,
however rebate and credit incentives would bring the actual cost to the City to around $12,500. Annual energy savings
would be around $4,900 and would be cashflow positive in 31 months. The Event Center used 123,000 kWh per year, at
the cost of $14,800. Installation of roof-mount solar panels would cost $137,500. Incentives would bring the actual
cost to the City down to around $12,500. Annual energy savings would be around $4,950 and would be cashflow
positive in 30 months. Peck stated that Parkers Prairie had the option of being included (with other cities) in a request
for proposals for solar panel installation. Only one building could be included in the first round. There was no
obligation for the City to complete the project, but having additional cities included in the request for proposals would
likely result in better rates. Motion was made by Mathues to authorize Peck to include the details of Parkers Prairie’s
solar installation at the City/Fire Hall in the request for proposals. The motion was seconded by Woodworth and carried
unanimously.

2024 Street/Utility Project Update. Wussow briefly discussed some of the items of concern with the project, including
missing the replacement of a storm sewer catch basin on North Sunset Avenue, which would need to be installed in the
spring. There were a couple areas of paving that would be ingspected in the spring, as well as the results of the turf
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restoration. Engineer Jeremy Anderson had estimated there would be savings of $20,000 on the project in addition to
having leftover contingency funds. Wussow requested Council’s approvalto use any leftover funds to complete a mill-
and-overlay of the street on the north side of the High School (one block of Elm Street, between Highway 29 and
Douglas) and to pave an additional 50-75 feet of South 3, where water runoff in the spring created washouts in the
gravelroad. Motion was made by Woodworth to pave the two identified areas contingent upon adequate funding. The
motion was seconded by Mathues and carried unanimously. Motion was made by Woodworth to approve Pay
Application #6 on the 2024 Project for $136,218.74. The motion was seconded by Birkholz and carried unanimously.

Police Department. Chief Rud reported that the first two weeks of DARE training in the Elementary School had gone
well. New in 2025, gun safety training was added to the curriculum, and feedback had been positive. Rud stated he had
received one application for a part-time officer.

Fire Department. Chief Larson reported that the Department had the Canadian tanker truck up and running. Recent
calls have been minimal, with only a few lift-assists. Larson stated the firefighter staffing was strong at 27 members.

Term of Mayor. Arequest was made to consider changing the length of the Mayoral term from two years to four years.
Motion was made by Mathues to leave the term at two years. The motion was seconded by Woodworth and carried
unanimously.

Revised City Personnel Policy Effective January 1, 2025. Wussow explained that some of the changes were
necessary to comply with the State’s Earned Sick and Safe Time Law (ESST). Motion was made by Mathues, and
seconded by Woodworth, to approve the Personnel Policy effective January 1, 2025. The motion carried unanimously.

Special Utility Assessments on Forfeited Parcels. \Wussow reported that the County Auditor-Treasurer planned to
place the tax forfeited properties up for public sale by April. The parcels in Oakwood Estates each had special
assessments in the amount of $10,353. Motion was made by Mathues to re-assign the special assessments to the tax
forfeited parcels. The motion was seconded by Birkholz and carried unanimously.

Resolution #2025-09. Since the passage of Resolution 2024-27, a Resolution authorizing the submission of the USDA-
Rural Development Business Development Grant Program application (for the EDA Revolving Loan Fund), an additional
$10,000 donation had been received by the Economic Development Authority, boosting the grant’s “match funds
requirement,” therefore increasing the amount of grant funds the EDA could request. Passage of Resolution #2025-09
would rescind Resolution #2024-27. Motion was made by Birkholz, and seconded by Woodworth, to approve
Resolution #2025-09. The motion carried unanimously.

Disbursements.

Payments in January 2025

e ACH Payments # 3123e through # 3132e (General Checking Account)

e  Written Checks # 37986 through # 38034 (General Checking Account)

¢ Voided Check # 37998 in the amount of $278.48 to Cintas Corporation

Payments in February 2025

e  Written Checks # 38035 through # 38069 (General Checking Account)
Motion was made by Mathues, and seconded by Woodworth, to approve the disbursements. The motion carried
unanimously.

Adjourn. Motion was made by Mathues to adjourn the meeting. The motion was seconded by Woodworth and carried
unanimously. The meeting adjourned at 8:20 pm.

Respectfully Submi -8 Attest:
Beth Wussow, City Administrator Kevin Birkholz, Mayor
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