PARKERS PRAIRIE CITY COUNCIL
REGULAR MEETING
TUESDAY, JANUARY 21, 2025 - 7:00 pm

MEETING MINUTES

Council Members in Attendance: Mayor Kevin Birkholz, Council Members Linda Martinson Bates, Tony Woodworth
(via interactive technology), Cody Mathues, and Glenn Cornish (via interactive technology).

Others in Attendance: City Administrator Beth Wussow, Police Chief Joey Rud, City Attorney Tom Jacobson (via
interactive technology), and Parkers Prairie Independent Managing Editor Jen Marquardt (via interactive technology).

7:00 pm Pledge of Allegiance and Call to Order

Meeting Agenda. Motion was made by Bates, and seconded by Mathues, to approve the meeting agenda as
amended. The motion carried unanimously.

Public Hearing: Amendment to Ordinance § 51.25 - regarding utility shut offs for delinquent accounts. Mayor
Birkholz requested comments from the public regarding this proposed amendment, which would allow consumers
twenty (20) days, following receipt of a shut off notice due to delinquent accounts, to request a hearing to appeal to
the City Council. There were no public comments, and Mayor Birkholz closed the meeting at 7:02 pm.

Oaths of Office. Mayor Kevin Birkholz (2-year term), Council Member Linda Martinson Bates (4-year term), and
Council Member Tony Woodworth (4-year term) each took their oath of office.

Consent Agenda

o Meeting Minutes from December 1, 2024, at 7:00 pm (regular meeting)
Resolution #2025-01 - Granting Entity Authorization (annual resolution)
Resolution #2025-02 - Banking Transaction Authority (annual resolution)
Resolution #2025-03 - Appointing Responsible Authority and Assigning Duties (annual resolution)
Resolution #2025-04 - Authorizing Wire/Automated/EFT Banking Transactions (annual resolution)
Resolution #2025-05 - Granting Credit Card Authority (annual resolution)

o Resolution #2025-07 - Accepting Donations to the City
Motion was made by Bates to approve the Consent Agenda. The motion was seconded by Mathues and carried
unanimously.
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Amendment to Ordinance § 51.25 - regarding utility shut offs for delinquent accounts. The City would review utility
accounts greater than sixty (60) days delinquent. A letter would then be sent to the consumer regarding the pending
water shut off. The consumer would have twenty (20) days to request a hearing with the City Council regarding the
utility account. If the consumer does not bring their utility account to current within thirty (30) days, the water is
then shut off and a service fee will be charged. Motion was made by Mathues to approve the second reading of the
Amendment to Ordinance § 51.25. The motion was seconded by Bates and carried with unanimous consent.

Fire Department. The retirement of Tony Woodworth from the Parkers Prairie Fire Department was announced. The
Council thanked Woodworth for his many years of service to the community.

Police Department. Chief Rud reported that he and DARE instructor Officer Paul Weltin had started DARE tfaining
in the school. New to the curriculum would also gun safety training, which would be taught alongside the DARE
program.

Ambulance Assessment for 2025. $31,500 was budgeted for the support of the Ambulance service in 2025. The
actual assessment came in at $32,000. The Council directed Wussow to move $500 in the general fund budget to
cover the difference.
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Single Sort Recycling and Single-Vendor Garbage Service. Wussow stated that several residents had expressed
interest in curbside single sort recycling. There were also other cities that have only one garbage service for the
entire town. This would save wear and tear on streets due to heavy trucks from multiple companies coming every
week. Attorney Jacobson stated that there would need to be more research on the ability of a city to limit garbage
service to one company. Wussow stated she had scheduled a meeting with Chris McConn from Otter Tail County for
the following week and would then have more information. The item would be placed on the February Council
meeting agenda for further consideration.

Parkers Prairie Area Convention & Tourism Bureau Bylaws. The original PPACTB bylaws called for two members
from the City Council, two members from the hotel, and one member from the community at large. As the hotel
owners had expressed that they were not interested in participating, the request was made to change the bylaws so
the Bureau would have two members from the City Council and three members from the community at large.
Additionally, the Council expressed no interest in retaining a portion of the PPACTB proceeds as the Bureau had
already funded many of the City’s projects. Motion was made by Bates to approve the recommended changes to
the bylaws. The motion was seconded by Mathues and carried unanimously.

Sidewalks. Mayar Birkholz expressed concern over un-shoveled sidewalks. Wussow stated that one letter had
been mailed out and requested the Council’s assistance in identifying properties that have un-shoveled sidewalks,
as they are not always visible from the streets. Letters would then be sent to the offending property owners.

Union Agreement for January 1, 2025 - December 31, 2027. Wussow and Attorney Jacobson discussed the
additional language they would like to see added to the Union’s draft agreement. The changes would ensure
compliance with State Employee Sick & Safe Time (ESST) laws. Motion was made by Mathues to approve the
Union Agreement if the recommended changes are implemented, and if the Union employees agreed with the
finalized document. The motion was seconded by Bates and carried unanimously.

Resolution #2025-06: Stating Annual Designations. Mayor requested that the position of Acting Mayor be
assigned to Tony Woodworth. Motion was made by Bates to approve Resolution #2025-06. The motion was made
by Cornish and carried unanimously. Council liaisons to City departments would remain the same as in 2024.

Disbursements. The following disbursements were presented for Council approval:
Payments in December 2024
e ACH Payments # 3114e through # 3122e (General Checking Account)
e  Written Checks # 37947 through # 37985 (General Checking Account)
e Stopped Payment on Check # 37948 for $300 (check lost in mail)
Payments in January 2025
e Written Checks # 37986 through # 38024 (General Checking Account)
e Re-issued check # 37988 for $300 (check # 37948 lost in mail)
e Bond payment to Midwest bank, due February 1% in the amount of $ 76,958.50 for the 2016A
Highway 29 street/utility improvements (as of printing, the invoice not arrived).
Motion was made by Bates, and seconded by Woodworth, to approve the disbursements. The motion carried
unanimously.

Adjourn. Motion was made by Mathues to adjourn the meeting. The motion was seconded by Bates and carried
unanimously. The meeting adjourned at 7:45 pm.
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