PARKERS PRAIRIE CITY COUNICL
REGULAR MEETING
MONDAY, DECEMBER 16,2024 7:00 PM

MEETING MINUTES

City Council Members in Attendance: Mayor Kevin Birkholz, Council Members Linda Martinson Bates, Cody
Mathues, Glenn Cornish, and Tony Woodworth (for a portion of the meeting via interactive technology).
Note: Notice had been posted regarding Woodwaorth’s remote participation, and all votes that included
Woodworth were taken by roll call.

City Staff and Other Representatives in Attendance: City Administrator Beth Wussow, Police Chief Joey Rud, City
Attorney Tom Jacobson (via interactive technology), and Parkers Prairie Independent Managing Editor Jen Marquardt.

7:00 pm Pledge of Allegiance and Call to Order.

Public Hearing: Truth in Taxation Hearing. Mayor Birkholz requested comments from the public. Hearing none, the
public hearing was closed at 7:02 pm.

Meeting Agenda. Motion was made by Bates to approve the meeting agenda. The motion was seconded by Cornish
and carried unanimously.

Consent Agenda

o Minutes from Special Meeting on November 14, 2024 - 5:00 pm

o Minutes from Regular Meeting on November 18, 2024 - 7:00 pm

o Approval of City Council and Fire Chief Pay — July through December 2024

o Approval of Dollar General Tobacco License for 2025
Motion was made by Mathues to approve the consent agenda. The motion was seconded by Bates and carried
unanimously.

Two Parcels for Sale - Adjacent to Hair Razors and Jak’s. The deadline for sealed bids was earlier that day at 3:00.
None had been received. Birkholz requested Council input on next steps. Mathues stated that, from a “utility
standpoint,” it would be more convenient for the City to retain ownership of the two parcels as installation and
maintenance for utility lines would be easier. The decision was made to keep the lots “as-is” - owned by the City.

Utility Rates for 2025. The item was tabled at the November meeting. Motion was made by Bates to take the utility
rate discussion off the table. The motion was seconded by Cornish and carried unanimously. Following several
meetings and budget workshops at which utility rates were discussed, Wussow requested the Council approve the
Engineer’s original recommendation for rate increases. The reasons for the increase included higher operating costs
and higher debt service payments following the 2024 street/utility improvement project. The new rates, effective
January 1, 2025, would be as follows:

o WATER base meter rate = $51.00 per month (increase of $6.00 over 2024)

o WATER usage rate = $5.00 per 1,000 gallons used (increase of $1.00 per 1,000 gallons)

o SEWER base meter rate = $48.00 per month (increase of $5.00 over 2024)

o SEWER usage rate = $5.00 per 1,000 gallons used (increase of $1.00 per 1,000 gallons)
Motion was made by Cornish to approve the utility rates as presented. The motion was seconded by Bates and
carried unanimously.

Fire Department. Chief Woodworth reported that, beginning January 1%, the Fire Chief would be Carl Larson; the First
Assistant Chief would be Chad DeBoer; the Second Assistance Chief would be Kyle Grinager.

Resolution #2024-26: to Approve the Final Budgets and Tax Levy for 2025. Wussow stated the reason the levy amount

decreased since the Council’s last budget discussion was due to a decrease in property/casualty/liability insurance
premiums. The final General Fund budget amount was set at $1,330,077.00. The tax levy was set at $817,899.00,
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which reflected an increase of $44,456.00 over 2024: an increase of 5.75%. Motion was made by Bates to approve
Resolution #2024-26. The motion was seconded by Woodworth and carried with unanimous consent.

Resolution #2024-27: A joint Resolution of the City of Parkers Prairie and the Parkers Prairie Area Economic
Development Authority Authorizing Submission of USDA Rural Development Business Development Grant Program
Application. Wussow explained that the Economic Development Authority (EDA) was working with Laura Mitteness on
the Application for the grant that would multiply EDA “seed” funds of $17,100 to be used toward a Revolving Loan
Fund. The Revolving Loan Fund could be used to provide low-interest loans for new businesses, or owners looking to
expand, remodel, or revitalize their businesses in Parkers Prairic. Motion was made by Mathues to approve
Resolution #2024-27. The motion was seconded by Cornish and carried unanimously.

First Reading of Proposed Amendment to City Ordinance § 51.25: Discontinuation of Service (due delinquent utility
accounts). The proposed amendment would add the following to Ordinance § 51.25:

“C) Upon notification of pending discontinuation of service due to non-payment of utility bills, the consumer
shall have twenty (20) days to notify the City Clerk-Administrator-Treasurer to request a hearing with the City
Council. The hearing shall be scheduled to take place at the next regular City Council meeting. Following the
hearing, the Council may, at its sole discretion, grant an extension for up to sixty (60) days for full payment to
be made to the City.”

Motion was made by Mathues to approve the first reading of the amendment to Ordinance § 51.25. The motion was
seconded by Bates. In favor were Mathues, Bates, and Cornish. Opposed was Birkholz. The motion carried. The
public hearing and second reading would take place at the January meeting. In discussion, Council requested that
consumers with utility accounts delinquent more than 60-days be sent water shut-off notice. The consumer would
have an additional 30 days to pay the account to current before water service would be shut off.

Employee Leave of Absence. Motion was made by Cornish to grant John Potratz a leave of absence without pay for
a period of up to a year, beginning August 28, 2024, in accordance with the current Union Agreement, Article 12.3.
The motion was seconded by Birkholz and carried unanimously.

Union Agreement. The late arrival of the amended draft of the 2025-2027 Union Agreement did not provide adequate
time to review the document prior to the meeting date. A few modifications in language were recommended that were
intended to clarify a couple of the items in the Agreement. Wussow recommended taking an extra month to review
the document and work the details out with the Union employees. Wussow also requested authority to go ahead with
the planned wage increases and health insurance benefits, effective January 1, 2025, to which the Council agreed.
The Union Agreement would again be discussed at the January Council meeting.

Cannabis Management. Wussow reported that continuing changes in legislation and licensing requirements from
the Office of Cannabis Management were causing delays for many Cities and Counties in the process of creating and
adopting Cannabis Ordinances. Otter Tail County had already held a public hearing regarding its proposed
Ordinances but had planned to change a couple items prior to its adoption based on the feedback at the hearing. The
Office of Cannabis Management, however, set January 1, 2025, as the deadline for Cities and Townships to state
whether they intended to delegate authority to the County, or create their own policies. Motion was made by
Cornish to delegate authority (regarding cannabis businesses) to Otter Tail County. The motion was seconded by
Bates and carried unanimously.

Disbursements. The following disbursements were presented for Council approval:
Payments in November 2024
e ACH Payments # 3103e through # 3113e (General Checking Account)
e Written Checks # 37899 through # 37946 (General Checking Account)
e Voided Check # 37943 (printing error)
Payments in December 2024
e  Written Checks # 37947 through # 37978 (General Checking Account)
Motion was made by Mathues to approve the disbursements. The motion was seconded by Bates and carried
unanimously.
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Additional Comments by Council or Staff. Birkholz briefly discussed the use of cell phones during Council
meetings, discouraging the practice as it may create issues with the open meeting law. Even though there was no
indication (or accusation) that Council members communicated with each other via text during meetings, Council
should avoid any appearance or suggestion that members would ever have private discussions with other Council
members, staff, or outside parties that may influence discussions or decisions during meetings.

Adjourn. Motion was made by Mathues, and seconded by Cornish, to adjourn the meeting. The motion carried
unanimously. The meeting adjourned at 7:53 pm.

Respectfully Submitted Attest:
| Qéuvrfibyﬁéff
Beth Wussow Kevin Birkholz

City Administrator Mayor
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