PARKERS PRAIRIE CITY COUNCIL
REGULAR MEETING
MONDAY, MAY 20, 2024 - 7:00 PM

MEETING UT

City Council Members Present: Mayor Kevin Birkholz, Council Members Tony Woodworth, Linda
Martinson Bates, Glenn Cornish, and Cody Mathues.

City Staff and Other Representatives in Attendance: City Administrator Beth Wussow, City Engineer
Jeremy Anderson, City Attorney Tom Jacobson (via interactive technology), Financial Advisor Jason Murray
(via interactive technology), West Central Initiative representative Rebecca Peterson, Otter Tail Lakes
Country Association representative Marie Noplos, and Parkers Prairie Independent Managing Editor Jen
Marquardt.

7:00 pm Pledge of Allegiance and Call to Order.

Meeting Agenda. Motion was made by Cornish to approve the meeting agenda. The motion was
seconded by Bates and carried unanimously.

West Central Initiative - Rebecca Peterson. Peterson discussed the services that WCI provides, and how
the Parkers Prairie community has benefitted from these services. WCl initiated the “Start a Ripple”
campaign, with a goal of raising $1 Million by June 30, 2024, to provide more grant funds to communities
and initiatives.

Otter Tail Lakes Country Association - Marie Noplos. Noplos provided the Council with copies of the
2024 OT Lakes Country Magazine and reviewed the many ways OTLC Assn. assists communities in
economic growth. Noplos encouraged the Council to consider its membership for 2025.

Financial Advisor Jason Murray. Murray reviewed the bond sale for the 2024 Street/Utility Improvement
Project. The total borrowed amount was $2,495,000 at an intertest rate of 4.71%. Funds should be
deposited in the bank on June 3. Motion was made by Bates to approve Resolution #2024-15 (a Resolution
providing for the issuance, sale, and delivery of $2,495,000 General Obligation Bonds, Series 2024A). The
motion was seconded by Woodworth and carried unanimously. Motion was made by Cornish to approve
the Resolution authorizing a tax abatement on property within the City of Parkers Prairie for the 2024 street
and utility project. The motion was seconded by Woodworth and carried unanimously.

City Engineer Jeremy Anderson. Anderson provided an update on the start of the 2024 Project.
Equipment had begun to arrive to start on the south end. It would be unlikely that the first pay estimate
would arrive before the June Council meeting. Construction meetings with City staff would take place at
9:30 am on the 1%t and 3 Wednesdays of the month throughout the project. Updating the Council on the
Lake Adley improvement project, Anderson reported that the DNR would like to begin work on the boat
launch access and parking area during the DNR’s next fiscal year, which would begin in July. Council
agreed to wait until after Labor Day to begin the work to avoid blocking access during the peak summer
months. The boat launch elevation would increase by approximately a foot. Native grasses, in lieu of
riprap, would be planted along the shoreline. The cost of the entire project, not including the engineering
fees which would be barne by the City, was estimated to be between $50,000 and $60,000, and fell within
the DNR’s budget.
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Consent Agenda

o Meeting Minutes from April 15, 2024, at 7:00 pm (regular meeting)
Meeting Minutes from April 23, 2024, at 1:00 pm (special meeting - LBAE meeting)
Resolution #2024-14 — Accepting Donations to the City
Approval to Hire Isabella Penrose, Aquatic Center Office Attendant, PG 1, Step Min.
Approval to Hire Jessa Rounds, Aquatic Center Office Attendant, PG 1, Step Min.
Approval to Hire Autumn Hartman, Aquatic Center Lifeguard, PG 4, Step Min.
Approval to Hire Daniel Ramirez, Aquatic Center Lifeguard, PG 4, Step Min.
Approval to Hire Breanna Pexsa, Aquatic Center Office Attendant, PG 1, Step Min.
Approval to Hire Lillian Steidl, Aquatic Center Office Attendant, PG 1, Step Min.

o Ringnecks Forevermore Assn. Gambling Permit - Raffle Drawing on January 25, 2025
Motion was made by Woodworth, and seconded by Mathues, to approve the consent agenda. The motion
carried unanimously.

C 0O 0O 0O C 0 0 0

Softball Field Irrigation Project. Following up on the Council’s request in April to review water usage for
irrigation of the school’s practice field, Wussow reported that the school used 1,058,500 gallons, which
amounted to $5,970.77 in 2023 (the total from June through September billing cycles). Council opined that
the softball field was important to the community, and that the City could provide free water and electricity,
at least for a period of time, once the school installed the irrigation system. Motion was made by Cornish
to cover the cost of water and electricity for a period of two years (following the installation of the irrigation
system), after which the item would be revisited by the Council. The motion was seconded by Bates and
carried unanimously.

Fire Department. Chief Woodworth presented a proposal from Brandon Communications for ten radios to
be used by the Department, and requested to use the Public Safety Funds received (as budgeted) to pay for
the radios. Motion was made by Bates to use Public Safety Funding for the Fire Department to purchase
ten radios (for $21,859.50). The motion was seconded by Cornish and carried unanimously. Woodworth
reported that the 6x6 was being painted at Lammle’s, and the truck committee was working on getting the
other new truck across the border from Canada.

June 8, 2024, Event Permit (Ronald McDonald House Ride). Brent and Norah Looker requested
permission to block off the portion of Douglas Avenue adjacent to the Dog House Bar and Grill to sell food
and beverage items during the Parkers Prairie stop along the RMH Ride route. The road would be blocked
off for approximately one hour between 2:30-3:30 pm. Motion was made by Mathues to approve the June
8t gvent permit. The motion was seconded by Woodworth and carried unanimously.

Tetrahydrocannabinol (THC) / Cannabis Ordinance. Attorney Jacobson stated that he would be reviewing
decisions made during the recent legislative session regarding THC product sales. A draft Ordinance
regulating the sale of cannabis had been previously introduced, but Council had decided to see what, if
any, regulations the County put in place before adopting an ordinance for the City. A committee, consisting
of Birkholz, Mathues, and Wussow, was created to work on an updated draft ordinance (which would
include lower dose THC beverages and edibles, and higher potency cannabis products) for Council to
consider at an upcoming meeting. Motion was made by Woodworth to form an ad-hoc committee to work
on a cannabis ordinance. The motion was seconded by Bates and carried unanimously.
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Zoning - Construction of Duplexes. Wussow reported receiving numerous inquiries in recent months
about construction of twin homes / duplexes in areas zoned Single Family Residential (R-1). One specific
request was from a developer wishing to purchase two adjacent lots in the West Colfax addition and
construct townhomes with the dividing line between the two separate homes placed across the
middle property line. The two parcels (with one housing unit in each) would be sold individually. The
concept conflicts with our residential zoning ordinances because duplexes are not permitted in areas
zoned R-1, and, additionally, the connecting wall of the two individual units would not meet the
requirements for setbacks. Attorney Jacobson stated the State Statutes do not permit uses of property
that are not in compliance with the zoning ordinances, and “spot re-zoning” would not be an option.
The developer would need to submit a request for a rezone of the entire subdivision. The developer
may have additional challenges due to the restrictive covenants placed on properties in the West
Colfax subdivision.

Disbursements. The following payments were presented for Council approval:
P i ril
e ACH Payments # 3038e through # 3044e (General Checking Account)
e Written Checks # 37535 through # 37583 (General Checking Account)
Payments in May 2024
e  Written Checks # 37584 through # 37629 (General Checking Account)
Motion was made by Mathues, and seconded by Woodworth, to approve the disbursements. The motion
carried unanimously.

Recognition. Wussow recognized the School District 547 High School students and staff for their service
to the Parkers Prairie community during the Student Day of Caring on Friday, May 17. Wussow also
recognized the first responder teams (Police, Fire, and Ambulance) for their response to recent challenging
incidents.

Property at 927 South Otter Avenue (Kelly Rud property). Woodworth voiced concern over lack of
progress with the clean-up of the property, specifically the removal of accumulations of junk. Wussow
stated she would continue to work with Police Chief Rud to address the issue.

Adjourn. Motion was made by Mathues to adjourn the meeting. The motion was seconded by
Woodworth and carried unanimously. The meeting adjourned at 9:03 pm.

Respectfully Submitted, Attest:

Yo Bl ,_J?
Beth Wussow Kevin Birkholz
City Administrator Mayor
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