PARKERS PRAIRIE CITY COUNCIL
SPECIAL COUNCIL MEETING - PRAIRIE EVENT CENTER
THURSDAY, MARCH 7, 2024 - 5:00 PM

MEETING MINUTES

City Council Members Present: Mayor Kevin Birkholz, Council Members Linda Martinson Bates, Glenn Cornish,
Cody Mathues, and Tony Woodworth.

City Staff and Other Representatives in Attendance: City Administrator Beth Wussow, City Attorney Tom
Jacobson (via interactive technology), and Parkers Prairie Independent Managing Editor Jen Marquardt

5:00 pm - Pledge of Allegiance and Call to Order.

Discussion of Prairie Event Center Lease Proposal. Nate and Toni Reed presented their proposal, which included:
o Three-year lease agreement

Year one = Annual rent of $15,000 ($1,250.00/month)

Year two = Annual rent of $17,250 ($1,437.50/month)

Year three = Annual rent of $18,975 (1,581.25/month)

The lease would assume responsibility for window cleaning, softener salt, Cintas towels, rugs, and linens,

trash bags and paper supplied, garbage service, and carpet cleaning.

The City would still assume the cost of utilities and parking lot snow removal.
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5:15 pm - Closed Session. Motion was made by Cornish to close the meeting pursuant to Minnesota State
Statute 13D.05 Subdivision 3(c) for the purpose of considering offers for purchase or lease, and the development of
offers or counter offers for the sale or lease of real property, specifically the property located at 201 West Main
Street in Parkers Prairie, known as the Prairie Event Center. The motion was seconded by Bates and carried
unanimously.

6:12 pm - Resume Open Meeting. Motion was made by Cornish to reopen the open session. The motion was
seconded by Bates and carried unanimously. At this time Council Member Woodworth excused himself from the
meeting.

Summary of closed session: Council, Wussow, and Attorney Jacobson remained in the room. Discussion revolved
around an individual’s expressed interest in potentially purchasing the event center, and the price range that he felt
would be feasible. This was contrasted with Reed’s proposed lease agreement when considering setting a possible
sale price. Attorney Jacobson provided his research into the City’s authority to sell the Event Center. Once in open
session Mayor Birkholz stated that the Council would not be acting on the lease agreement at this time.

Motion was made by Cornish, and seconded by Bates, to invite Shaynen Schmidt to present a bona fide offer for
the Prairie Event Center. In favor of the motion were Cornish, Bates, and Birkholz. Opposed was Mathues. The
motion carried.

Adjourn. Motion was made by Cornish to adjourn the meeting. The motion was seconded by Bates and carried
unanimously. The meeting adjourned at 6:20 pm.

Respectfully Submitted, Attest:
Vo Bdtids
Beth Wussow Kevin Birkholz

City Administrator Mayor



PARKERS PRAIRIE CITY COUNCIL
REGULAR MEETING
MONDAY, MARCH 18, 2024 - 7:00 PM

MEETING MINUTES

City Council Members Present: Mayor Kevin Birkholz, Council Members Linda Martinson Bates, Glenn Cornish, and
Cody Mathues. Council Member Tony Woodworth participated as a non-voting member via interactive technology.

City Staff and Other Representatives in Attendance: City Administrator Beth Wussow, Police Chief Joey Rud, Public
Works Supervisor John Potratz, City Engineer Jeremy Anderson, City Attorney Tom Jacobson (via interactive
technology), Financial Advisor Jason Murray, Parkers Last Stop Owners Nate, Toni, and Brock Reed, Parkers Prairie
Lions representative Jim Arvidson, Parkers Prairie Independent Managing Editor Jen Marquardt, City property owner
Raymond Caauwe, and representatives of the Parkers Prairie High School softball team Bill Wagner and Mike Lorrine.

7:00 pm Pledge of Allegiance and Call to Order.

Meeting Agenda. Motion was made by Bates to approve the amended meeting agenda. The motion was seconded
by Cornish and carried unanimously.

2024 Street/Utility Project (Sunset Avenue, East Lake Street, and main sewer lift station). Anderson reported that
the project bid opening took place on February 29", The City received six qualifying bids, of which the lowest was RL
Larson Construction with a base bid of $1,953,828.00, and a bid on the project alternate (one block of Douglas
Avenue adjacent to Immanuel Church) at $129,571.70. Bid amounts came in close to expected, except for the
construction of a shed to house the sanitary sewer lift station controls. The projected cost of the shed was
approximately $200,000, and Anderson opined that the City could have a local contractor erect the building at a lower
cost. Motion was made by Bates to accept the engineer’s recommendation to award the bid to RL Larson (for the
base and alternate bids, totaling $2,083,399.70). The motion was seconded by Cornish and carried unanimously.

Financing for the 2024 Street/Utility Project. Murray discussed the process to bond for the project, and explained
that, by using General Obligation Tax Abatement Bonds and pledging abated taxes from benefitting properties, the City
can issue a portion of the debt (for the street portion only) without the need to utilize special assessments. While the
debt amount would be levied across the entire tax base of the City, certain parcels would be identified as “target
parcels” for the abatement. A requirement of the process is to hold a public hearing on the proposed abatement for
the general obligation bonds. Motion was made by Cornish, and seconded by Mathues, to approve a Resolution
setting the public hearing for Tuesday, April 2, 2024, at 7:00 pm. The motion carried unanimously.

Consent Agenda. ltems included in the consent agenda were:

o Meeting Minutes from February 20, 2024, at 7:00 pm (regular meeting)

o Meeting Minutes from March 7, 2024, at 5:00 pm (special meeting)

o Resolution #2024-12 - Accepting Donations to the City

o Approval to Hire Joe Wood, Solid Waste Station, and Brush Site Attendant PG2, Step1

o Beth Wussow Vacation Request (September 23 through October 13, 2024
Motion was made by Bates, and seconded by Mathues, to approve the consent agenda. The motion carried
unanimously.

Zoning - Resolution #2024-10. Council revisited the application from Raymond and Kathy Caauwe for a variance at
123 South Otter Avenue. The request was for authorization to construct residential apartments in a portion of the
street-level floor of the building. The property was zoned commercial. At the February 20™ meeting, following a tie
vote, the Council had tabled consideration of the variance application. Motion was made by Bates to take the item
off the table. The motion was seconded by Cornish and carried unanimously. According to Minnesota State Statute
462.357 Subdivision 6(2), “The board of appeals and adjustments or the governing body as the case may be, may not
permit as a variance any use that is not allowed under the zoning ordinance for property in the zone where the affected
person's land is located.” Motion was made by Cornish to approve Resolution #2024-10; a Resolution denying the
zoning variance application. The motion was seconded by Bates and carried unanimously.
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Softball Field Improvements. Mike Lorrine and Bill Wagner reported the softball field needed an irrigation system to
develop better turf. In October, they had obtained an estimate in the amount of $9.850 for installation of the system.
The school agreed to put $5,000 toward the improvements, and no other donations had been sought at that time.
When asked by the Council, Wussow stated that the park’s budget was tight, with other improvements, such as
playground mulch, had already been planned. Motion was made by Cornish to permit the school to install an
irrigation system at the softball field, and for Beth to continue to search the budget for any funding available. The
motion was seconded by Bates and carried unanimously. Following a request to construct a concessions stand for
softball games, motion was made by Cornish to allow the construction of a concessions stand. The motion was
seconded by Bates and carried unanimously.

Fire Department Truck Purchase. Chief Woodworth stated that the truck committee had picked up a 6x6 DNR truck
and a Chevy Duramax pickup. The plan was to use the pickup as a light rescue truck. The Fire Department Relief
Association would pay for the cost of both trucks and conversion, then the trucks would be donated to the City from
the Relief Association.

Police Department. Chief Rud reported that DARE graduation would be held on Wednesday the 20™. The annual
firearm safety training classes would begin the first week in April.

Prairie Event Center Discussion. Bates reported that, following the special Council meeting held on March 7", the
other party had decided to rescind their interest in the Event Center. The Reeds’ lease agreement had expired on
March 14", Council considered their options moving forward. The Reeds stuck by the lease proposal they had
presented to Council at the March 7" meeting. Wussow stated that, as shown in the auditor’s report (which would be
discussed further at the April 15" meeting), Event Center Revenues to the City stayed relatively flat as compared to
2022, but expenses had increased dramatically, mostly due to the cost of repairs. Wussow recognized the Reeds as
being excellent to work with, and that extending the lease was a viable option, but advised the Council that continuing
with the status quo (as-is ownership of the Event Center) would come at a high cost to the City’s taxpayers as the
Event Center’s loan from the City’s General Fund would still need to be paid back. Wussow stated that if the Council
felt that the costs were worth it to have the Event Center remain a City-owned asset to the Community, then she
would continue to wark with the Reeds to create an extension to their lease agreement, but that success would
require the community’s full support of the Reeds. Citizens and clubs would all need to actively take part in finding
funds to support Event Center’s operations. It was decided that Wussow would continue to work with Woodworth,
Bates, and the Reeds on the lease agreement, and that the item would be placed on the agenda for consideration at
the April 2" special Council meeting.

Resolution #2024-11; a Resolution authorizing the application for grant funding. Cornish reported that the Economic
Development Authority had chosen to work with CEDA on a housing study. Grant funding was available through the
Otter Tail County Community Growth Partnership Grant to cover a portion of the cost. Motion was made by Bates to
approve Resolution #2024-11. The motion was seconded by Cornish and carried unanimously.

Disbursements. The following were presented to the Council for consideration:
Payments in February 2024
e ACH Payments # 3018e through # 3026e (General Checking Account)
e Written Checks # 37444 through # 37484 (General Checking Account)
o Also #374660, 374670, 374680 (General Checking Account)
Payments in March 2024
e  Written Checks # 37485 through # 37533 (General Checking Account)
Motion was made by Mathues, and seconded by Bates, to approve the disbursements. The motion carried
unanimously.
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Lake Adley Improvements. Engineer Anderson presented the preliminary plans for improvements to the public
water access and parking areas at Lake Adley. As discussed at the February meeting, funding had been made
available from the DNR to improve access to the boat launch area. One goal is to create a larger parking area with
more defined parking spaces. A second goal is to widen the access road so that two vehicles traveling in opposite
directions would be able to pass without taking turns using the road.

Adjourn. Motion was made by Mathues to adjourn the meeting. The motion was seconded by Cornish and carried
unanimously. The meeting adjourned at 8:25 pm.

Respectfully Submitted Attest:

Beth Wussow Kevin Birkholz
City Administrator Mayor
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