PARKERS PRAIRIE CITY COUNCIL
REGULAR MEETING
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 20, 2024 - 7:00 PM

MEETING MINUTES

City Council Members Present: Acting Mayor Linda Martinson Bates, Glenn Cornish, Cody Mathues, and Tony
Woodworth. Mayor Kevin Birkholz was absent.

City Staff and Other Representatives in Attendance: City Administrator Beth Wussow, Police Chief Joey Rud,
Public Works Supervisor John Potratz, City Engineer Jeremy Anderson, City Attorney Tom Jacobson (via
interactive technology), and Parkers Prairie Independent Managing Editor Jen Marquardt.

7:00 pm Pledge of Allegiance and Call to Order.

Public Hearing: Variance Request by Ray & Kathy Caauwe for 123 S. Otter Avenue. Bates opened the public
hearing at 7:01 pm and requested any comments from the public relating to the application, which, if granted,
would permit the construction of residential apartments in the rear section of the first level (street level) of the
building. The building is zoned commercial, and City Code § 152.116 only permits housing “above the first
floor, providing that the street-level commercial use(s) are compatible with residential uses” Public comments
related to the community’s need for more housing, and the fact that, in the past, there have been people living
in the rear of commercial buildings on the street level. Clarification was requested of exactly when the
ordinance was amended to prohibit residential housing on the first floor of commercial buildings, to which
Wussow responded “June 20, 2022.” The hearing closed at 7:08 pm.

Meeting Agenda. Motion was made by Cornish to approve the meeting agenda. The mation was seconded by
Woodworth and carried unanimously.

Consent Agenda.
o Meeting Minutes from January 16, 2024, at 7:00 pm (regular meeting)
Resolution #2024-08 — Accepting Donations
Resolution #2024-09 — Accepting Donations
2 Lions Raffle Requests for 2024 — Location: Prairie Event Center
Appoint Election Judge: Dale Plasek
Appoint Election Judge: Heidi Plasek
Approve New Firefighter: Derek Anderson
Approve New Firefighter: Austen Hadley
o Acknowledge Retirement of Firefighter Mike Neitzert
Motion was made by Woodworth, and seconded by Mathues, to approve the consent agenda. The motion
carried unanimously.
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2024 Project Update (Sunset Ave., East Lake Street, and Sewer Lift Station). Anderson reported that the
advertisement for project bids had yielded interest from at least 14 prime bidders. The bid opening was set for
Thursday, February 29" at 11:00 am. Following the bid opening, Anderson would review the bids and prepare
an award recommendation for City Council consideration at the March meeting. One item of discussion was
the unexpectedly high cost of enclosing the sanitary sewer lift station in a building. Council would consider this
item once all project bids were in. Three easements on West Oak Street were required to maintain the sanitary
sewer in that area.



Consideration of Variance Application for 123 South Otter Avenue. Council reviewed the variance application,
and considered if the request passed ALL three factors of the Practical Difficulties Test set forth in Minn. Stat. §
462.357, subd. 6.

e Reasonableness: This factor means that the landowner would like to use the property in a particular
reasonable manner but cannot do so under the rules of the ordinance. It does not mean that the land
cannot be put to any reasonable use whatsoever without the variance.

® Uniqueness: This factor is that the landowner’s plight is due to circumstances unique to the property
not caused by the landowner. The uniqueness generally relates to the physical characteristics of the
property; that is, to the land and not personal considerations of the landowner. Economic
considerations alone cannot create practical difficulties.

e Essential Character: This factor would ensure the variance will alter the essential character of the
locality — if the property would be inconsistent with the surrounding area.

Council discussed the need for more housing in the community, but also the importance of keeping the
community’s commercial space in the downtown area. Additionally, there was a concern about setting a
precedent for other owners of commercial properties requesting similar variances. Wussow had prepared two
versions of Resolution #2024-10: one approving the variance request, and one denying the request. Wussow
reminded the Council that, according to City Code § 152.043, work that was permitted under the approved
variance request would need to be completed within one year, unless the owner applied for an extension, and
only one extension would be permitted. Motion was made by Cornish, and seconded by Bates, to pass
Resolution #2024-10 denying the variance request. Voting favor of denying the variance were Cornish and
Bates. Opposed to the motion were Woodworth and Mathues so the motion failed for lack of majority vote.
Motion was then made by Cornish, and seconded by Bates, to reconsider the previous motion (to approve
Resolution #2024-10 denying the variance request). In favor were Cornish and Bates. Opposed were
Woodworth and Mathues, so the motion again failed for lack of majority vote. Motion was made by
Woodworth, and seconded by Cornish, to reconsider the previous motion to reconsider the first motion
(Resolution #2024-10, denying the variance request.) Council voted unanimously to approve Woodworth'’s
motion. Motion was made by Woodworth, and seconded by Bates, to table the consideration of the variance
application. The motion carried unanimously. Motion was then made by Mathues, and seconded by
Woodworth, to extend the consideration period 60 days (for a total of 120 days, which would make May 1,
2024, the deadline for the Council to reach a decision). The motion carried unanimously. Wussow was
directed to draft a letter to Ray & Kathy Caauwe informing them of the Council’s decision to extend the
consideration period.

Potential DNR Funding for Improvements to Lake Adley Public Water Access Area. Potratz met with Dion
Turgeon from the MN Department of Natural Resources to discuss the conditions of the public boat launch
area, shoreline, and parking space. Potratz reported that the DNR has funding to improve the area, so boats
had better access to the dock and the area would have more accessible parking space. The DNR would fund
improvements to landscaping and road work directly related to public water access. The City’s contribution
would be the engineering cost, which Anderson estimated would be a maximum of $7,500. Motion was made
by Woodworth to have Design Tree Engineering prepare preliminary plans for Lake Adley improvements. The
motion was seconded by Mathues and carried unanimously.

Fire Department Tanker Truck. Woodworth stated the Department wished to purchase a 2004 Seagrave GMC
commercial tanker for $69,000 plus for $4,000 shipping. Funding would come from the “401” Fire Department
Equipment Savings Account. The tanker would replace two of the department’s older trucks, which would then
be sold. Motion was made by Cornish, and seconded by Mathues, to purchase the new tanker truck. The
motion carried unanimously. Motion was made by Cornish to allow funds to be moved or transferred from the
“401” savings account, if needed, to make the payment. The motion was seconded by Mathues and carried
unanimously.
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Beth Wussow

Fire Department Cadet Program. Woodworth stated he would like to start a “cadet” program where 16-17-
year-olds could ride along on fire calls as volunteers. More details will be provided in the future.

Police Department. Chief Rud reported that the DARE program at the elementary school had been going well
and DARE graduation would take place in March.

City Administration. Wussow reported on the following:

e The annual City s financial audit field work had been completed February 1-2, and went very well. The
auditors planned to have the audited financial statement ready to be presented to the Council at the
March 18" regular meeting.

e Woodworth, Bates, and Wussow had met with Nate & Toni Reed to continue work on the next Prairie
Event Center Lease Agreement. A special meeting in March may be needed to move the process along
with the possibility of having a document to consider at the March 18" meeting.

e Wussow reminded the Council that the Presidential Primary election was Tuesday, March 5% from 7:00
am to 8:00 pm.

Disbursements. The following payments were presented for Council consideration:
Payments in January 2024

e ACH Payments # 3008e through # 3017e (General Checking Account)

e  Written Checks # 37393 through # 37443 (General Checking Account)
Payments in February 2024

e  Written Checks # 37444 through # 37479 (General Checking Account)

Motion was made by Mathues to approve the disbursements as presented. The motion was seconded by
Cornish and carried unanimously.

Adjourn. Motion was made by Mathues to adjourn the meeting. The motion was seconded by Woodworth
and carried unanimously. The meeting adjourned at 8:32 pm.

Respectfully Submitted, Attest:
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Kevin Birkholz
City Administrator Mayor
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