PARKERS PRAIRIE CITY COUNCIL
SPECIAL MEETING/BUDGET WORKSHOP

MONDAY, DECEMBER 18, 2023 - 5:00 PM
TING MI ES

City Council Members Present: Mayor Kevin Birkholz, Council Members Linda Martinson Bates, Tony
Woodworth, Glenn Cornish, and Cody Mathues.

City Staff Members in Attendance: City Administrator Beth Wussow and Police Chief Joey Rud.
5:00 pm Pledge of Allegiance and Call to Order.

Discussion: Council reviewed the preliminary budgets for General Fund (101), Water Fund (601),
Sewer Fund (602), and Event Center (610). Wussow reviewed a few changes that were due to new
information received on property insurance premiums, health insurance premiums, and the quote for the
2024 wage & benefit study by David Drown Associates - all of which came in lower than expected.
The following additional information on 2024 revenue was provided:

e 2024 Local Government Aid = $340,487.00

e Small Cities Funding = $33,950.00

e Public Safety Funds = $44,240.00

Following discussion, the Council’s recommendation for 2024 was the following:
e General Fund Budget = $1,321,072.00 (increase of $138,658 over 2023)
e Tax Levyfor General Fund = $773,443.00 (increase of $55,456.00, or 7.72% over 2023)
e Water Fund Budget = $406,184.00
e Sewer Fund Budget = $324, 504.00
e Event Center Budget = $75,100.00 (revenue of $55,000 transferred from the General Fund)

The vote on adoption of the final tax levy would take place at the 7:00 regular meeting following the Truth in
Taxation Public Hearing.

Adjourn: Motion was made by Woodworth to adjourn the meeting. The motion was seconded by Mathues
and carried unanimously. The special meeting/budget workshop adjourned at 6:12 pm.

Respectfully Submitted, Attest:
“Beth Wussow Kevin Birkholz

City Administrator Mayor



PARKERS PRAIRIE CITY COUNCIL
REGULAR MEETING + TRUTH IN TAXATION PUBLIC HEARING
MONDAY, DECEMBER 18, 2023 - 7:00 PM

TIN TES

Council Members in Attendance: Mayor Kevin Birkholz, Council Members Glenn Cornish, Cody Mathues, Linda
Martinson Bates, and Tony Woodworth.

City Staff and Other Representatives in Attendance: City Administrator Beth Wussow, Police Chief Joey Rud, City
Engineer Jeremy Anderson, City Attorney Tom Jacobson (via interactive technology), Parkers Prairie Lions Representative
Tom Myers, Parkers Prairie Independent Managing Editor Jen Marquardt. City of Parkers Prairie property owners Kelly Rud
and Ray Caauwe were also in attendance.

7:00 pm Pledge of Allegiance and Call to Order.

Truth in Taxation Public Hearing. Mayor Birkholz opened the public hearing at 7:01 pm and asked if there were any
members of the public that wished to address the Council. Hearing none, Mayor Birkholz closed the hearing at 7:02 pm.

Meeting Agenda. Motion was made by Cornish to accept the meeting agenda. The motion was seconded by Woodworth
and carried unanimously.

Consent Agenda. Items on the Consent Agenda were:

e Meeting minutes from November 20, 2023 - regular meeting

e City Council and Fire Chief pay for the second half of 2023 (July through December)
Motion was made by Bates, and seconded by Woodworth, to approve the Consent Agenda. The motion carried with
unanimous consent.

Public Works/Engineering. Jeremy Anderson provided updates on the 2024 street/utility project (Sunset Ave., Lake St.,
and Main Lift Station). Final plans should be presented at the January meeting. The project would go out for bids following
the Council’s approval.

Police Department. Chief Rud recommended an additional officer attend training for D.A.R.E. certification with Officer
Weltin cutting back on hours.

Fire Department. Chief Woodworth reported that the Department was still looking for a newer pumper truck to replace
the older ones. The DNR had a 2008 chassis for sale, but it would need to be outfitted as a pumper/tanker. Woodwaorth
briefly discussed looking for a grant to assist with the costs.

Agenda Request: Ray Caauwe. Following up on the discussion of a possible variance for his commercial storefront
property at the November meeting, Caauwe asked the Council if there was any feedback for him on the matter of
permitting residential apartments to be constructed on the street-level of his business. The Council was not inclined to
decide without more information on his plans. Caauwe stated he would likely file a request for a variance.

Agenda Request: Parkers Prairie Lions representative Tom Myers. Speaking on behalf of the Lions club, Myers stated
that the Prairie Event Center was an asset to the community, and he wanted to keep the discussion positive about the
continued operation and support of the business. Myers encouraged the Council to keep ownership of the facility in the
hands of the City and continue to explore options to establish a maintenance fund.

Resolution #2023-25; Adoption of the 2024 Budget and Tax Levy. At the budget workshop held earlier in the evening,
Council recommended setting the General Fund budget at $1,321,072, and the tax levy at $773,443 (increase of 7.72%
over 2023). Moation was mads by Woodworth to accept Resolution #2023-25. The motion was seconded by Cornish and
carried unanimously.
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Beth Wussow

Updated Personnel Policy, Effective January 1, 2024. Wussow and Attorney Jacobson discussed the changes to the
Personnel Policy due to new Minnesota employment laws on pregnancy or lactating/nursing mothers. Juneteenth (June
19") was also added to the list of holidays, of which employees could choose to use 12 out of 13 listed holidays each year.
Updates were also made to comply with Minnesota’s new Employee Sick and Safe Time (ESST) law, which would go into
effect on January 1, 2024. Regular full-time employees would be able to use their current “sick time” benefit for any
purposes under the ESST law. All other employees would accumulate ESST hours beginning on day one of their
employment. Seasonal employees, such as pool staff members, would not carry over accumulated ESST hours from year
to year as the time of separation between seasons of employment would be more than 6 months. Motion was made by
Mathues to approve the changes to the Personnel Policy as presented. The motion was seconded by Woodworth and
carried unanimously.

The Future of the Prairie Event Center. The Council once again discussed the financial situation of the Prairie Event
Center. Losses to the General Fund in support of the Event Center totaled more than $506,000 through the end of 2022.
Council considered repairs and improvements to the building that would be needed in the near future, and where the funds
would come from to cover the cost of those items. Again, Council considered the best way to obtain input from the City’s
taxpayers in a manner that individuals may feel comfortable providing it. The Council opined that not everyone was willing
to share their opinions at a public hearing. Wussow stated that she had contacted County Auditor Wayne Stein to inquire
whether a question could be placed on the general election ballot to gather input from the taxpayers. Stein reported that
“advisory questions” on decisions which the Council would be able to make without public vote were not permitted on the
ballot. Council inquired whether a “special levy” could be designed to create a maintenance fund and pay for some
necessary improvements to the building. Motion was made by Cornish to direct Beth to move forward with investigating
the special levy question by reaching out to the City’s financial advisor Jason Murray. The motion was seconded by
Mathues. Infavor were Cornish, Mathues, and Birkholz. Opposed were Bates and Woodworth. The motion carried.

Updates on 927 South Otter Avenue and 411 South Dayton. “Ross”, speaking on behalf of Kelly Rud, stated that they
were making progress cleaning up the exterior of the home at 927 South Otter, but more time was needed. Cornish
suggested giving Kelly Rud 60 more days before legal action would be initiated. Regarding the property at 411 South
Dayton, no change had been made in the accumulation of debris which once surrounded the house. Wussow was
scheduled to attend a court hearing on January 11 (via interactive technology) to report on the condition of the property.

Disbursements. The following payments were presented for Council consideration:
_Payments in November 2023
e ACH Payments # 2990e through # 2997e (General Checking Account)
e Written Checks # 37301 through # 37352 (General Checking Account)
Payments in December 2023
e Written Checks # 37353 through # 37385 (General Checking Account)
e Additionally, Wussow requested Council approval to make the annual payment to PERA toward the
Statewide Volunteer Firefighter Plan in the amount of $13.000 for 2023 ($1,800 benefit level).
Motion was made by Bates to approve the disbursements as presented. The motion was seconded by Woodworth and
carried unanimously.

Adjourn. Motion was made by Mathues, and seconded by Woodworth, to adjourn. The motion carried unanimously.
The meeting adjourned at 8:37 pm.

Respectfully submitted, Attest:

Kevin Birkholz
City Administrator Mayor
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