REGULAR MEETING OF THE PARKERS PRAIRIE CITY COUNCIL
MONDAY, OCTOBER 16, 2023 — 7:00 PM
MEETING MINUTES

Council Members in Attendance: Mayor Kevin Birkholz, Council Members Linda Martinson Bates, Cody Mathues, and
Tony Woodworth (via interactive technology - participating in the meeting as a non-voting member of the Council).
Council Member Glenn Cornish was absent,

City Staff and Other Representatives in Attendance: City Administrator Beth Wussow, City Attorney Tom Jacobson (via
interactive technology), Otter Tail County Commissioner Bob Lahman, Parkers Prairie Independent Managing Editor Jen
Marquardt, and Otter Tail Lakes Country Association representatives Nick Leonard and Marie Noplos.

7:00 pm Pledge of Allegiance and Call to Order.

Meeting Agenda. Motion was made by Bates, and seconded by Mathues, to approve the meeting agenda. The motion
carried unanimously.

Consent Agenda. Items included:
o Meeting Minutes from September 18, 2023 (regular meeting)
o Resolution #2023-22 — OTC Winter Maintenance Agreement (sand & salt materials)
o Parkers Prairie Ambulance — BINGO Request for November 19, 2023, at Grace Christian Church
o Approval to Hire: Joe Dorn — PT Maintenance Personnel - Pay Grade 9, Step Minimum
o Approval to Hire: Cory Wilke — PT Maintenance Personnel - Pay Grade 9, Step Minimum
Motion was made by Bates, and seconded by Birkholz, to approve the consent agenda. The motion carried unanimously.

Departmental Business.
o Public Works. Employee Nathan McBrady recently completed the Level C Water Certification Course.
o Police Department. The Department was advertising part-time officers.
o Fire Department. Woodworth reported that the pump repair on one of the rigs was covered under warranty.

Fall Festival Update with Kristie Kies. Kies stated she was already working on plans for the 2024 Fall Festival. A few
committee members were stepping down but planned to assist in training new members to take over their duties. A few
bands had been booked for 2024, and the committee was hoping to secure a mobile ATM service. The Miss Parkers Prairie
Pageant would be moved to Thursday so that the participants could spend additional time at the park over the weekend.
One of the greatest needs is improvement to the City Park electricity, which was outdated and not able to control the
ever-growing demand. Wussow stated she would work on gathering estimates for improvements.

Softball Field Improvements. Wussow reported that School District #547 coaches had expressed interest in making
improvements to the softball field in the City park. Proposed improvements included the installation of irrigation, seeding,
and fertilizer. School custodial staff maintained both the baseball and softball fields. More discussions would take place
once the school officials received quotes for the work.

2024 Health Insurance Benefits. Council had authorized a committee of Birkholz, Woodworth, and Wussow to negotiate
with collective bargaining unit Local 70 on the 2024 health insurance benefits. The 2024 premium decreased 1.9% from
the 2023 premium. Wussow reported the committee’s proposal was as follows: 1.9% decrease in the amounts paid by
the City and the employee. The benefit to the employee (amount the City would pay toward the premium), beginning
January 1, 2024, would be $843.68/month for single coverage and $2,020.39/month for family coverage, which would be
a savings to the City $16.40/month and $39.22/month, respectively. The employee’s portion would be $50.64/month for
single coverage and $367.15/month for family coverage, which would be a savings of $1.00/month and $7.22/month,
respectively. Motion was made by Bates, and seconded by Mathues, to accept the Committee’s proposal. The motion
carried unanimously.
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2024 LMCIT Liability Coverage Waiver Form. Motion was made by Birkholz to not waive the moneta ry limits on

municipal tort liability established by Minn. Stat. § 466.04, to the extent of the limits of the liability coverage obtained
from LMCIT. The motion was seconded by Bates and carried unanimously.

Licensing and Delinquency in Other Areas. If the proposed amendment was added to City Ordinance § 110.06 (D), the
Ordinance section regarding the approval or denial of a license would read as follows:
“(D) Council discretion to grant or deny a license. The Council, in its sound discretion, may either grant or deny
the application for any license or for the transfer or renewal of any license. No applicant has a right to a license
under this subchapter. Delinquency in one area can be considered by the City Council when deciding on a
separate license or permit request. Examples of delinquency may include, but are not limited to, failure to pay
taxes or assessments, violations of other ordinances or laws, unpaid fines, or delinquent utility accounts.”
Motion was made by Bates to add the proposed amendment to City Ordinance § 110.06 (D), and to approve the First
Reading. The motion was seconded by Birkholz and carried unanimously.

Progress on Council Order Regarding 411 South Dayton Ave. Wussow reported that City employees had secured the
structure by boarding up the doors and windows. The invoice to the owners, for $1,319.85, has been paid. The deadline
for the removal of the house was September 21, 2023. To date, no progress had been made clearing the structure. The
next step was for Attorney Jacobson to file prepared documents with Otter Tail County Court. Council discussed providing
the owners, Brent & Norah Looker, two additional weeks. Motion was made by Birkholz to wait until October 30" for the
owner to show progress on the demolition before the paperwork is filed by Tom with the Court. The motion was
seconded by Mathues and carried unanimously. The Council authorized Attorney Jacobson to go ahead and file the
documents after October 30" if progress had not been made.

Progress on Council Order for 927 South Otter Ave. Wussow stated that progress had been made to the house for the
residence to be “habitable”, however there was a lot of work to be completed to meet the November 6% deadline to have
the public nuisance (collections of excess property on the yard) removed.

Otter Tail Lakes Country Association Membership for 2024. Motion was made by Birkholz to do the “Bronze Otter” level
(for the 2024 OT Lakes Country magazine) for $1,000. The motion was seconded by Bates and carried unanimously.
Council authorized Wussow to apply for reimbursement from the Parkers Prairie Area Convention & Tourism Bureau.

Disbursements. The following were presented for Council consideration:
Payments in September 2023
e ACH Payments # 2973e through # 2982e (General Checking Account)
e  Written Checks # 37210 through # 37253 (General Checking Account)
Payments in October 2023
e  Written Checks # 37254 through # 37289 (General Checking Account)
Motion was made by Mathues, and seconded by Birkholz, to approve the disbursements. The motion carried
unanimously.

Adjourn. Motion was made by Mathues to adjourn. The motion was seconded by Bates and carried unanimously. The
meeting adjourned at 8:07 pm.

Respectfully Submitted, Attest:

Vot B,
Beth Wussow Kevin Birkholz

City Administrator
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