REGULAR MEETING OF THE PARKERS PRAIRIE CITY COUNCIL
MONDAY, MAY 16, 2022 - 7:00 PM
MEETING MINUTES

Council Members in Attendance: Mayor Kevin Birkholz, Council Members Greg Larson, Linda Martinson Bates, Glenn
Cornish, and Tony Woodworth (via interactive technology).

City Staff and Other Representatives in Attendance: City Administrator Beth Wussow, Police Chief Joey Rud,
Maintenance Supervisor John Potratz, City Engineer Jeremy Anderson, West Central Initiative Representative Rebecca
Petersen, and Parkers Prairie Independent Editor Jen Marquardt (via interactive technology).

7:00 pm Pledge of Allegiance and Call to Order.

Meeting Agenda. Motion was made by Larson to approve the meeting agenda as amended. The motion was seconded
by Cornish and carried unanimously.

Consent Agenda. Items on the consent agenda were:
o Meeting Minutes from April 18, 2022 — Special Meeting at 6:00 pm
o Meeting Minutes from April 18, 2022 — Regular Meeting at 7:00 pm
o Meeting Minutes from April 19, 2022 — Local Board of Appeal & Equalization Meeting at 1:00 pm
o Temporary Off-Premises Liquor Permit Request — PPFD Relief Assn. — August 5 & 6, 2022
o Resolution #2022-15 — Accepting Donated Bench & Authorizing Bench Placement
Motion was made by Bates to approve the consent agenda. Motion was seconded by Larson and carried unanimously.

City Maintenance & Engineering.

1. Engineer Jeremy Anderson reported that County Road 38 was paved that day, and that likely the final paving
on Douglas and Colfax would take place the next day. Anderson had stopped to check a on couple of
sections of Douglas Avenue where potholes had developed over the winter months to ensure the proper
thickness of the first layer had been achieved. In some places the thickness appeared to only be .075” thick,
where the standard 1.50” was expected. The City would be able to request the County’s reports on the core
samples once the paving was completed. When the project’s final walk-through was completed, either
Anderson or Potratz (or both) should be included in the process.

2. Anderson stated he had attempted to contact Steidl from Central Specialties regarding the McCornell
Avenue project items that were still not completed satisfactorily. If the final “punch list” items were not
completed in a timely manner the City would then have the work completed by others and recoup the costs
from Central Specialties.

3. Discussing the USDA Rural Development grant process, Anderson reported that the individual who had been
assigned to assist the City with the grant process would be out of the RD office through July. Jeff Scholten,
from the Alexandria USDA RD office, was then assigned to assist the City. Anderson stated he had a
scheduled meeting with Scholten that same week to discuss the grant opportunity for the City.

Fire Department. Fire Chief Woodworth reported that Jeff Silbernick would be retiring from the Department on June 1.

Police Department. Chief Rud discussed the process for addressing complaints about City ordinance violations, of which
lately there had been several. While the City was able to send letters to property owners if violations were observed, the
City’s fee schedule did not identify fines for some of the violations being reported. Rud recommended working with
Wussow to establish fines for specific violations that were not already addressed in the fee schedule. The item would be
revisited at the June 20% regular Council meeting.

Prairie Event Center Request for Lease Proposals. Wussow presented the draft Request for Proposals and requested
feedback from Council. Wussow stated she tried to express the how important the Prairie Event Center was to the
Parkers Prairie community, and that it was the City’s intent for the facility to continue to function as an event venue.
Motion was made by Cornish to accept the draft Request for Proposals. The motion was seconded by Bates and carried
unanimously. Council set the deadline to receive proposals as 12:00 pm on July 14, 2022. Wussow stated she would
begin sending out Requests for Proposals (via mail and email) the following day.
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Aquatic Center. Wussow reported that 21 employees were ready to work at the pool for the 2022 season. Staff member
meetings and training and facility set-up would begin the following week. The pool would be filled approximately two
weeks prior to the opening date to ensure there were no issues with pool equipment. In addition to swimming lessons
and poolside yoga, new classes offered in 2022 would be water aerobics and “fitness under the stars.” Three days a week
a late morning “17-and older” fitness lap swim hour would also be offered. Open swim hours would fluctuate to make
time for morning or evening classes.

Amendment to City Ordinance § 152.116: Commercial Zoning. To address inquiries about constructing residential
housing units or apartments in commercial areas, the proposed amendment to Ordinance § 152.116 would add the
following to the list of Permitted Uses for Commercial properties:

“(E) Housing above the first floor, providing that the street-level commercial use(s) are compatible with residential uses.”
Motion was made by Bates to approve the first reading of Amendment #2022-01 to City Zoning Ordinance § 152.116:
Permitted Uses in Commercial District. The motion was seconded by Cornish and carried with unanimous consent.

A public hearing on the ordinance amendment was set for Monday, June 20t at 7:00 pm. The second reading and final
vote on the ordinance amendment would take place following the public hearing.

Natural Gas Rate Commission Report. Mayor Birkholz, a member of the Rate Commission Board, reported that there
were no increases in the natural gas rates for 2022. To address the impact of rising costs, charges for new installations or
new constructions would increase.

Proposed RV Park in Parkers Prairie. Wussow stated she had recently received several requests from individuals looking
to reserve a spot at the Parkers Prairie campground, so she met with Ricky Hart to discuss the plans for his property. In
2018 Hart had originally brought the idea for the RV park to the City Council, who stated that the park may be possible
with a Conditional Use Permit. The permit had not yet been applied for, but Hart still had plans to construct the park in
the future.

Rebecca Peterson, West Central Initiative. Peterson discussed with the Council some of the projects WCl was involved
with in Otter Tail County, including their “Live Wide Open” campaign. WCl had two funds under the “Parkers Prairie
Community Fund,” which were the Parkers Prairie Aquatic Center Endowment Fund and the Parkers Prairie Veterans
Memorial Fund. Peterson thanked the City Council and the City of Parkers Prairie for its support in past years and was
hopeful that the City would continue its support of WCl in the future.

Disbursements. The following disbursements were presented for Council consideration:
Payments in April 2022
e  ACH Payments #2856e through #2861e (General Checking Account)
e  Written Checks #36311 through #36358 (General Checking Account)
e Voided Check #35768 (uncashed/lost check from May 27, 2021)
Payments in May 2022
e  Written Checks #36359 through #36393 (General Checking Account)
Motion was made by Bates to approve the disbursements. The motion was seconded by Cornish and carried
unanimously.

Adjourn. Motion was made by Larson to adjourn the meeting. The motion was seconded by Bates and carried
unanimously. The meeting adjourned at 8:22 pm.

Respectfully Submitted, Attest:
Beth Wussow Kevin Birkholz
City Administrator Mayor
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