ZONING ORDINANCE
CITY OF PARKERS PRAIRIE, MINNESOTA
SECTION 2.0 – GENERAL PROVISIONS AND DEFINITIONS
2.01 JURISDICTION
2.011 The provisions of this ordinance shall apply to all Zoning use districts in the city limits of Parkers Prairie, Minnesota.
2.012 The use of lands, public waters; the size and shape of lots; the use, size, type and location of structures on lots; the installation and maintenance of water supply and waste treatment systems, the grading and filling of any shoreland area; the cutting of shoreland vegetation; and the subdivision of land shall be in full compliance with the terms of this ordinance and other applicable regulations.

2.02
ENFORCEMENT

2.021 The City Clerk is responsible for the administration and enforcement of this ordinance. Any violation of the provisions of this ordinance or failure to comply with any of its requirements (including violations of conditions and safeguards established in connection with grants of variances or conditional uses) shall constitute a misdemeanor and shall be punishable as defined by law. Violations of this ordinance can occur regardless of whether or not a permit is required for a regulated activity pursuant to Section 3.01 of this ordinance.

2.03
INTERPRETATION


2.031 In their interpretation and application, the provisions of this ordinance shall be held to be minimum requirements and shall be liberally construed in favor of the governing body and shall not be deemed a limitation or repeal of any other powers granted by State Statutes.

2.04
SEVERABILITY


2.041 If any section, clause, provision, or portion of this ordinance is adjudged unconstitutional or invalid by a court of competent jurisdiction, the remainder of this ordinance shall not be affected thereby.

2.05 ABROGATION AND GREATER RESTRICTIONS

2.052 It is not intended by this ordinance to repeal, abrogate, or impair any existing easements, covenants, or deed restrictions. However, where this ordinance imposes greater restrictions, the provisions of this ordinance shall prevail. All other ordinance inconsistent with this ordinance are hereby repealed to the extent of the inconsistency only.

2.06 DEFINITIONS

Unless specifically defined below, word or phrases used in this ordinance shall be interpreted so as to give them the same meanings as they have in common usage and so as to give this ordinance its most reasonable application. For the purpose of this ordinance, the words “must” and “shall” are mandatory and not permissive. All distances, unless otherwise specified, shall be measured horizontally.

2.061 ABANDONED MOTOR VEHICLE


“Abandoned motor vehicle” means a motor vehicle as defined in Minnesota Statutes, Chapter 169.01 that:

A.) has remained for a period of more than forty-eight (48) hours on public property illegally.

B.) Has remained for a period of more than forty-eight (48) hours on public property and is lacking vital component parts such that it is in an inoperable condition.

C.) Has remained for a period of more than forty-eight (48) hours on private property, without the consent of the person in control of such property.

D.) Has remained for a period of more than forty-eight (48) hours on private property, with or without the consent of the person in control of such property which is in an inoperable condition such that it has no substantial potential for further use consistent with its usual functions, unless it is kept in an enclosed garage or storage building.

E.) Has been voluntarily surrendered by its owner to a unit of government or person duly licensed pursuant to Minnesota Statutes, 168B.10 and these regulations, except that a classic car or pioneer car, as defined by statute, shall not be considered an abandoned motor vehicle within the meaning of these regulations.

2.062
ACCESSORY STRUCTURE OR FACILITY

“Accessory structure or facility” means any building or improvement subordinate to a principal use which, because of the nature of its use, can reasonably be located at or greater than normal structure setbacks.


2.063
ADVERTISING SIGNS

“Advertising” means a billboard, poster panel board, painted bulletin board or other communicative device which is used to advertise products, goods and/or services which are not exclusively related to the premise on which the sign is located.


2.064
AGRICULTURE

“Agriculture” means the use of the land for agricultural purposes, including faming, dairying, pasturage agriculture, horticulture, animal and poultry husbandry and the necessary accessory uses for packing, treating, or storing the produce, provided however, that the operation of any such accessory uses shall be secondary to that of the normal agricultural activities.


2.065
ARICULTURAL BUILDING OR STRUCTURE

“Agricultural building or structure” for the purposes of this ordinance, an agricultural building or structure shall imply any building or structure existing or erected on land used principally for agricultural purposes, with the exception of dwelling units.


2.066
ALLEY

“Alley” means a public right-of-way which affords secondary access to abutting property.


2.067
ANIMAL FEEDLOT

“Animal feedlot” means a lot or building or a group of lots or buildings intended for the confined feeding, breeding, raising or holding of animals.


2.068
APARTMENT

“Apartment” means a room or suite of rooms which is designed for, intended for, or occupied as a residence, and is equipped with cooking facilities.


2.069
AUTOMOBILE WRECKING OR JUNK YARD

“Automobile wrecking or junk yard” means a place where two (2) or more vehicles not in running condition and/or not currently licensed, or parts thereof, are stored in the open and are not being restored to operation, or any land, buildings, or structure used for wrecking or storing of such motor vehicles or parts thereof, and including any commercial salvaging and scavenging of any goods, articles, or merchandise.


2.0610
BLOCK

“Block” means that property abutting on one side of a street lying between the two nearest intersecting or intercepting streets or railroad right-of-way or unsubdivided acreage.


2.0611
BLUFF

“Bluff” means a topographic feature such as a hill, cliff, or embankment having the following characteristics (an area with an average slope of less than 18 percent over a distance of 50 feet or more shall not be considered part of the bluff):

A.) Part or all of the feature is located in a shoreland area;

B.) The slope rises at least 25 feet above the ordinary high water level of the waterbody;

C.) The grade of the slope from the toe of the bluff to a point 25 feet or more above the ordinary high water level averages 30 percent or greater; and

D.) The slope must drain toward the waterbody.

2.0612
BLUFF IMPACT ZONE

“Bluff impact zone” means a bluff and land located within 20 feet from the top of a bluff.


2.0613
BOATHOUSE

“Boathouse” means a structure designed and used solely for the storage of boats or boating equipment.


2.0614
BUFFER

“Buffer” means an unused parcel of land between adjoining property and kept in a sightly manner.


2.0615
BUILDING

“Building” means any structure which is built for the support, shelter or enclosure of persons, animals, chattels, or property of any kind.


2.0616
BUILDING HEIGHT

“Building height” means the vertical distance between the highest adjoining ground level at the building or ten feet above the lowest ground level, whichever is lower, and the highest point of a flat roof or highest gable of a pitched or hipped roof.


2.0617
BUILDING LINE

“Building line” means a line parallel to a lot line or the ordinary high water level at the required setback beyond which a structure may not extend.


2.0618
COMMERCIAL USE

“Commercial use” means the principal use of land or buildings for the sale, lease, rental, or trade of products, goods, and services.


2.0619
COMMISSIONER

“Commissioner” means the commissioner of the Department of Natural Resources.


2.0620
CONDITIONAL USE

“Conditional use” means a land use or development as defined by ordinance that would not be appropriate generally but may be allowed with appropriate restrictions as provided by official controls upon a finding that certain conditions as detailed in the zoning ordinance exist, the use or development conforms to the comprehensive land use plan of the community, and the use is compatible with the existing neighborhood.


2.0621
DECK
“Deck” means a horizontal unenclosed platform with or without attached railings, seats, trellises, or other features, attached or functionally related to a principal use or site and any point extending above ground.


2.0622
DWELLING, SINGLE FAMILY

“Dwelling, single family” means a free standing (detached) structure designed for, or occupied by, one family only. A single family dwelling must be a minimum of 24 feet wide.


2.0623
DWELLING, TWO FAMILY

“Dwelling, two family” means a residence designed for, or occupied by, two families only with separate housekeeping and cooking facilities for each. Residence must be attached and be a minimum of 24 feet wide.


2.0624
DWELLING, MULTIPLE FAMILY

“Dwelling, multiple family” means a residence designed for, or occupied by, three or more families either wholly attached or partially a part of a larger structure with separate housekeeping and cooking facilities for each.


2.0625
DWELLING SITE

“Dwelling site” means a designated location for residential use by one or more persons using temporary or moveable shelter, including camping and recreational vehicle site.


2.0626
DWELLING UNIT

“Dwelling unit” means any structure or portion of a structure, or other shelter designed as short or long term living quarters for one or more persons, including rental or timeshare accommodations such as motel, hotel, and resort rooms and cabins.


2.0627
ESSENTIAL SERVICES

“Essential services” means overhead or underground electrical gas, steam or water transmission or distribution systems and structures of collection, distribution systems and structures of collection, communication, supply or disposal systems and structures used by public utilities or governmental departments or commissions or as are required for the protection of the public health, safety or general welfare, including towers, poles, wires, mains, drains, sewers, pipes, conduits, cables and accessories connecting therewith but not including buildings. For the purposes of this ordinance, the word “building” does not include “structures” for essential services.


2.0628
EXTRACTIVE USE

“Extractive use” means the use of land for surface or subsurface removal of sand, gravel, rock, industrial minerals, other nonmetallic minerals, and peat not regulated under Minnesota Statutes, sections 93.44 to 93.51.


2.0629
FAMILY

“Family” means one or more persons occupying a single housekeeping unit and using common cooking facilities, provided that, unless all members are related by blood or marriage, no such family shall contain over four persons.


2.0630
FENCE

“Fence” means a barrier made of posts and sire or boards, intended to prevent intrusion or escape of property, or beautification purposes.

2.0631
FOREST LAND CONVERSION

“Forest land conversion” means the clear cutting of forest land to prepare for a new land use other than reestablishment of a subsequent forest land.


2.0632
GARBAGE

“Garbage” means discarded material resulting from the handling, processing, storage, preparation, serving, and consumption of food.


2.0633
GUEST COTTAGE

“Guest Cottage” means a structure used as a dwelling unit that may contain sleeping spaces and kitchen and bathroom facilities in addition to those provided in the primary dwelling unit on a lot.


2.0634
HARDSHIP

“Hardship” means the same as that term id defined in Minnesota Statutes, Chapter 462.


2.0635
HOME OCCUPATION

“Home Occupation” means any use customarily conducted entirely within a dwelling and carried on by the inhabitants herein, which use is clearly incidental and secondary to the use of the dwelling for dwelling purposes and does not change the character thereof.


2.0636
INDUSTRIAL USE

“Industrial Use” means the use of land or buildings for the production, manufacture, warehousing, storage, transfer of goods, products, commodities, or other wholesale items.


2.0637
INTENSIVE VEGETATION CLEARING

“Intensive Vegetation Clearing” means the complete removal of trees or shrubs in a contiguous patch, strip, row, or block.


2.0638
LOT

“Lot” means a parcel of land designated by plat, metes and bounds, registered land survey, auditors plot, or other accepted means and separated from other parcels or portions by said description for the purpose of sale, lease, or separation.


2.0639
LOT AREA

“Lot Area” means the gross area of a horizontal plane bounded by the front, side, and rear lot lines.


2.0640
LOT CORNER

“Lot Corner” means a lot situated at the junction or abutting on two or more intersecting streets; or a lot at the point of defection in alignment of a single street, the interior angle of which is 135 degrees.


2.0641
LOT DEPTH

“Lot Depth” means the horizontal distance between the front lot line and the rear lot line of a lot, measured within the lot lines.


2.0642
LOT FRONT



“Lot Front” means that boundary abutting a public road right-of-way.


2.0643
LOT LINE

“Lot Line” means a property boundary of any lot held in separate ownership; except that where any portion of the lot extends into the abutting alley or street, the lot line shall be deemed to be the street or alley line.


2.0644
LOT WIDTH

“Lot Width” means the shortest distance between lot lines measured at the midpoint of the building line.


2.0645
MANUFACTURED HOME COURT

“Manufactured Home Court” means a parcel of land under single ownership which has been planned and improved for the placement of manufactured homes.


2.0646
NONCONFORMITY

“Nonconformity” means any legal use, structure, or parcel of land already in existence, recorded, or authorized before the adoption of official controls or amendments thereto that would not have been permitted to become established under the terms of the official controls now written, if the official controls had been in effect prior to the date it was established, recorded or authorized.


2.0647
ORDINARY HIGH WATER LEVEL

“Ordinary High Water Level” means the boundary of public waters and wetlands, and shall be an elevation delineating the highest water level which has been maintained for a sufficient period of time to leave evidence upon the landscape, commonly that point where the natural vegetation changes from predominantly aquatic to predominantly terrestrial. For watercourses, the ordinary high water level is the elevation of the top of the bank of the channel. For reservoirs and flowages, the ordinary high water level is the operating elevation of the normal summer pool.


2.0648
ONSITE PARKING SPACE

“Onsite Parking Space” means a parking space that comprises not less than 180 square feet of parking plus necessary maneuvering space. Space for maneuvering incidental to parking or unparking shall be accessible from a public way.


2.0649
OPEN BURNING

“Open Burning” means burning of any matter whereby the resultant combustion products are emitted directly to the open atmosphere without passing through an adequate stack, duct, or chimney.


2.0650
PUBLIC WATERS

“Public Waters” means any waters as defined in Minnesota Statutes, Section 105.37, subdivisions 14 and 15.


2.0651
REFUSE

“Refuse” means solid waste, including garbage, rubbish, ashes, incinerator ash, incinerator residue, street cleanings, market and industrial solid waste, and including sewage treatment waste which are in solid form.

2.0652
RESIDENTIAL PLANNED UNIT DEVELOPMENT

“Residential Planned Unit Development” means a use where the nature of residency is nontransient and the major or primary focus of the development is not service-oriented. For example, townhouses and full fee ownership residences would be considered as residential planned unit developments. To qualify as a residential planned unit development, a development must contain at least five dwelling units or sites.


2.0653
SEMIPUBLIC USE

“Semipublic Use” means the use of land by a private, nonprofit organization to provide a public service that is ordinarily open to some persons outside the regular consistency of the organization.


2.0654
SENSITIVE RESOURCE MANAGEMENT

“Sensitive Resource Management” means the preservation and management of areas unsuitable for development in soils over groundwater or bedrock, highly erosive or expansive soils, steep slopes, susceptibility to flooding, or occurrence of flora or fauna in need of special protection.

2.0655
SETBACK

“Setback” means the minimum horizontal distance between a structure, sewage treatment system, or other facility and an ordinary high water level, sewage treatment system, top of bluff, road, highway, property line, or other facility.


2.0656
SEWAGE TREATMENT

Sewage Treatment” means a septic tank and soil absorption system or other individual or cluster type sewage treatment system as described and regulated in Minnesota Rules Chapter 7080 or current sanitation codes.


2.0657
SEWER SYSTEM

“Sewer System” means pipelines or conduits, pumping stations, and force main, and all other construction, devices, appliances, or appurtenances used for conducting sewage or industrial waste or other waste to a point of ultimate disposal.


2.0658
SHORE IMPACT ZONE

“Shore Impact Zone” means land located between the ordinary high water level of a public water and a line parallel to it at a setback of 50 percent of the structure setback.


2.0659
SHORELAND

“Shoreland” means land located within the following distances from public waters: 1,000 feet from the ordinary high water level of a lake, pond or flowage; and 300 feet from a river or stream, or the landward extent of a floodplain designated by ordinance on a river or stream, whichever is greater. The limits of shorelands may be reduced whenever the waters involved are bounded by topographic divides which extend landward from the waters for lesser distances and when approved by the commissioner.

2.0660
SIGNIFICANT HISTORIC SITE

“Significant Historic Site” means any archaeological site, standing structure, or other property that meets the criteria for eligibility to the national Register of Historic Places or is listed in the State Register of Historic Sites, or is determined to be an unplatted cemetery that falls under the provisions of Minnesota Statutes, section 307.08. A historic site meets these criteria if it is presently listed on either register or if it is determined to meet qualifications for listing after review by the Minnesota State Archaeologist or the director of the Minnesota Historical Society. All unplatted cemeteries are automatically considered to be significant historic sites.


2.0661
STEEP SLOPE

“Steep Slope” means land where agricultural activity or development is either not recommended or described as poorly suited due to slope steepness and the site’s soil characteristics, as mapped and described in available county soil surveys or other technical reports, unless appropriate design and construction techniques and farming practices are used in accordance with the provisions of this ordinance. Where specific information is not available, steep slopes are lands having average slopes over 12 percent, as measured over horizontal distances of 50 feet or more, that are not bluffs.


2.0662
STRUCTURE

“Structure” means any building or appurtenance, including decks, except aerial or underground utility lines, such as sewer, electric, telephone, telegraph, gas lines, towers, poles, and other supporting facilities.


2.0663
SUBDIVISION

“Subdivision” means land that is divided for the purpose of sale, rent, or lease, including planned unit developments.


2.0664
SURFACE WATER-ORIENTED COMMERCIAL USE

“surface Water-Oriented Commercial Use” means the use of land for commercial purposes, where access to and use of a surface water feature is an integral part of the normal conductance of business. Marinas, resorts, and restaurants with transient docking facilities are examples of such use.

2.0665
TOE OF THE BLUFF

“Toe of the Bluff” means the lower point of a 50-foot segment with an average slope exceeding 18 percent.


2.0666
TOP OF THE BLUFF

“Top of the Bluff” means the higher point of a 50-foot segment with an average slope exceeding 18 percent.


2.0667
VARIANCE

“Variance” means the same as that term is defined or described in Minnesota Statutes, Chapter 462.


2.0668
WATER-ORIENTED ACCESSORY STRUCTURE OR FACILITY

“Water-Oriented Accessory Structure of Facility” means a small, above ground building or other improvement, except stairways, fences, docks, and retaining walls, which because of the relationship of its use to a surface water feature, reasonably needs to be located closer to public waters than the normal structure setback. Examples of such structures and facilities include boathouses, gazebos, screen houses, fish houses, pump houses, and detached decks.


2.0669
WETLAND

“Wetland” means a surface water feature classified as a wetland in the United States Fish and Wildlife Services Circular No. 39 (1971 edition).


2.0670
YARD

“Yard” means an open space on the lot which is unoccupied and unobstructed from its lowest level to the sky. The yard extends along the line at right angles to such lot line to a depth or width specified in the setback regulations for the use proposed.


2.0671
YARD, FRONT

“Front Yard” means the portion of the yard on the same lot with the principal building located between the front line of the building and the front line and extending for the full width of the lot. The front lot line is conterminous with the right-of-way line of the public street which the lot abuts.


2.0672
YARD, REAR

“Rear Yard” means the portion of the yard on the same lot with the principal building located between the rear line of the building and the rear lot line and extending for the full width of the lot.


2.0673
YARD, SIDE

“Side Yard” means the yard extending along the side lot line between the front and rear yards.
