REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING

December 19, 2011  7:00 PM

Those present were Donald Zuehlke--Mayor, Brian Koehn, Kelly Mesker, Greg Larson, Linda Nokes and David Campbell.  Also present were Jennifer Marquardt—Independent, Kim Schroeder—City Clerk and Chuck Gulsuig—Sanford Medical.
1) Call meeting was called to Order at 7:00 P.M. and the Pledge of Allegiance recited.

2) Motion by Mesker to approve the November 21st 2011 minutes as amended and the November 14th and the December 5th 2011 minutes as presented.  Second by Nokes.
a) Discussion: On the November 21st minutes, Item 3, the second was by Larson and Item 13, the motion was made by Koehn.
b) Vote in Favor: Zuehlke, Nokes, Larson, Mesker and Koehn.
c) Opposed: None.

3) Discussion: Chuck Gulsuig, Public Affairs Director of Sanford Medical, gave a short presentation on the company and their merger with Broadway Medical of Alexandria and the clinic in Parkers Prairie.  After the presentation a few very good questions were asked by Koehn regarding referrals and Schroeder regarding cost of care going forward.  
4) Motion by Koehn to approve General Fund budget as presented and discussed.  Second by Mesker.
a) Discussion: The budget presented incorporated the adjustments from the changes in health insurance and distribution on labor hours in the Maintenance Department.  A $3,188 savings was realized.  The funds were not allocated to any line item and will be held as cash.  Mayor Zuehlke asked for comments from the public and hearing none called for the vote.
b) Vote in Favor: Zuehlke, Nokes, Mesker, Larson and Koehn.
c) Opposed: None.

5) Motion by Koehn to transfer $534.65 from General Fund Economic Development to Fund 406 TIF 2-1 to pay the final bill from Ehlers.  Second by Zuehlke.
a) Discussion: TIF 2-1 was closed late 2010.  Ehlers did some final work on the account that resulted in the additional billing.  As the Fund is closed there is no money to pay the bill.
b) Vote in Favor: Zuehlke, Larson, Mesker, Nokes and Koehn.

c) Opposed: None.
6) Motion by Koehn to approve Resolution 11-25, A Resolution Approving Donations.  Second by Larson.
a) Discussion: None.
b) Vote in Favor: Zuehlke, Larson, Mesker, Nokes and Koehn.

c) Opposed: None.
7) Motion by Koehn to approve Resolution 11-26, Wellhead Protection Policy, Part I of the Wellhead Protection Plan and a letter to the Dept of Health requesting approval of Part I.  Second by Larson.
a) Discussion: Campbell explained that the Wellhead Protection Plan must be updated every ten years.  Part I of the Plan is very technical and for small cities is usually done by a Hydrologist from the Dept of Health.  They do the Part I, send it to the City for approval, and then we have to request the Dept of Health to approve it.  The information in Part I is gathered in part from the well records of irrigation wells in the area.  This helps define the characteristics of the aquifer the City uses and the Wellhead Protection Area (WPA).  Wellheads are either vulnerable or non-vulnerable depending on the presence or absence of an element called Tritium.  Tritium is a product of nuclear testing in the 1950’s so it’s presence in water samples indicates that ground water is entering the aquifer.  It does not automatically indicate that the aquifer is contaminated.  Samples are taken at the water plant and tested for several contaminates on a quarterly basis.  The aquifer the City uses is classified by the Dept of Health as moderately vulnerable.  In 2005 a leak in the number two well casing was discovered and the well was relined.  A subsequent sample for Tritium was clean.  Current samples indicate about equal amounts of Tritium in all three City wells.  Part II will address theses findings.
b) Vote in Favor: Zuehlke, Larson, Koehn, Mesker and Nokes.
c) Opposed: None.
8) Motion by Koehn to accept Liquor Liability from Indemnity Insurance Corporation through Wells Fargo.  Premium for the Liquor Store is $6,350.00 and the Event Center is $990.00.  Second by Larson.
a) Discussion: Our current Liquor Liability provider, Capital Insurance, will no longer provide coverage.  Iverson Insurance solicited various carriers; the best bids were $8,002.00 for the Liquor Store and $2,190.35 for the Event Center.  The worst bid was $30,000.00.  Wells Fargo Insurance provided the lowest bid from Indemnity Insurance.  Wells Fargo Insurance provided Liquor Liability in the past.
b) Vote in Favor: Zuehlke, Koehn, Nokes, Mesker and Larson.
c) Opposed: None.
9) Motion by Nokes to accept the resignation of Tom Schroeder from the Fire Department.  Second by Larson.
a) Discussion: Schroeder stated that he enjoyed his time with the Department but his job did not allow him to make the meetings and had missed most of the recent calls.
b) Vote in Favor: Zuehlke, Larson, Mesker, Nokes and Koehn.
c) Opposed: None.
10) Motion by Koehn to adopt the Water and Sewer budgets as presented.  Second by Mesker. 
a) Discussion: Water and Sewer budgets were adjusted to reflect the bargained health insurance rates and the re-allotment of maintenance hours.  This resulted in an approximate $8,000 deficit in the water budget.  Koehn noted that the Council had accepted the rate changes at the last meeting and the budgets generally and motioned for adoption.
b) Vote in Favor: Mesker, Zuehlke, Nokes, Larson and Koehn.

c) Opposed: None.

11) Discussion: The Council was given a proposed Liquor Store storage addition floor plan of about 675 sq. ft.  The lumber yard estimated $10,000 for material and $20,000 to $25,000 for labor.  Campbell worked on a 900 sq. ft. floor plan but thought that was too much.  Larson thought the Council should be thinking about where the Liquor Store should go in the future.  Another comment was that we could not afford the addition at this time and should be thinking more about painting the On-Sale.
12) Motion by Nokes to pay the November bills as presented.  Second by Koehn.  

a) Discussion: Nokes asked about a check noted as reimbursement.  Schroeder explained that a water account had a high balance on hand and the resident asked for some of it to be returned.  Schroder also explained that an invoice received from Miltona Electric was paid in full.  The invoice was for work done on a well in Woodside Township used by the Parkers Fire Department.  The City was only responsible for 1/3 of the bill.  She will work with Miltona Electric and Woodside Township to resolve the issue.
b) Vote in Favor: Zuehlke, Koehn, Mesker, Larson and Nokes   

c) Opposed: None.
13) Discussion: Koehn noted that the LMC sponsored conferences for elected officials were scheduled for January 27th and 28th and will be held in the metro area.  He wondered if anyone besides himself was interested in going. 
14) A motion to adjourn was quickly made by Mesker and seconded by Larson.  The meeting ended at 8:05 P. M.
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