SPECIAL MEETING

PARKERS PRAIRIE CITY COUNCIL

September 26, 2011  7:00 P.M.
Those present were Donald Zuehlke—Mayor, Linda Nokes, Brian Koehn, Greg Larson, and David Campbell.    
1) The Special meeting was opened with the Pledge of Allegiance at 7:00 p.m.  
2) Discussion: The first item on the agenda was to approve a letter to Local Union 70 stating the City’s offer to employees.  Campbell stated that if there were no discussion the letter could be approved in the open meeting.  If members wished to discuss the offer, the meeting should be closed. 
3) Motion by Koehn to close the meeting for Labor negotiations strategy in accordance with Minnesota Statute 13D.03.  Second by Mesker.

a) Discussion: The Meeting was closed at 7:01 P.M.  The closed session took place in Council Chambers at Parkers Prairie City Hall.  

b)  Vote in favor: Zuehlke, Nokes, Mesker, Larson and Koehn.

c)  Opposed: None.

4) Motion by Koehn to reopen the meeting.  Second by Mesker.


a) Discussion: The Meeting was reopened at 7:15 P.M.    


b)  Vote in favor: Zuehlke, Nokes, Mesker, Larson and Koehn.


c)  Opposed: None.

5) Motion by Koehn to approve a letter to Local Union 70 stating the City’s offer to employees with changes as discussed.  Second by Mesker.

a) Discussion: None.  


b)  Vote in favor: Zuehlke, Nokes, Mesker, Larson and Koehn.


c)  Opposed: None.

6) Motion by Koehn to engage Kent Mattson of Pemberton Sorlie Rufer Kershner PLLP to represent the City of Parkers Prairie in negotiations with Troy Hoekstra, Hotel developer, as presented in his letter dated September 21st, 2011, their file number 2011-6325.999.  Second by Larson.


a) Discussion: The original thought was For the City and Hoekstra to agree on an Attorney to be the Attorney “for the deal”.  Koehn was concerned that the City would not be adequately represented.  Campbell expressed those concerns to Mattson.  Mattson then sent a letter offering to represent the City and as part of the negotiations, have the developer pay his fees. The Council agreed.  


b)  Vote in favor: Zuehlke, Nokes, Mesker, Larson and Koehn.


c)  Opposed: None.

7) Motion by Larson to grant Campbell authority to negotiate on behalf of the City with Hoekstr and others about a Hotel being built on City owned property adjacent to the Prairie Event Center.  The Council would have final approval of any agreement.  Second by Nokes.

a) Discussion: Campbell asked if the Council wanted to negotiate with the Hotel developer or if they wanted him (Campbell) to negotiate on behalf of the City with the Council having final approval of any agreement.  Mesker thought it would Okay for Campbell to represent the City as long as the Council had final approval on any agreement.  He did not feel that he personally had the time to be in more meetings

b)  Vote in favor: Zuehlke, Nokes, Mesker, Larson and Koehn.


c)  Opposed: None.

8) Motion to Adjourn by Koehn and second by Larson.  The meeting adjourned at 7:35 P.M.
Respectfully submitted
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