REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING

June 20, 2011  7:00 PM

Those present were Donald Zuehlke--Mayor, Brian Koehn, Greg Larson, Linda Nokes and David Campbell.  Also present were Jennifer Marquardt—Independent, Greg J. Larson, Rick Gappa John Kamphake and Kim Schroeder.
1) Call to Order and Pledge.

2) Motion by Koehn to approve the May 16th and the May 23rd 2011 Minutes as presented.  Second by Nokes.
a) Discussion: None.
b) Vote in Favor: Zuehlke, Nokes, Larson and Koehn.
c) Opposed: None.

3) Motion by Larson to approve Jerome Getz Construction as contractor for Reroof Alternate #1.  Second by Koehn.
a) Discussion: The Council had Bid sheets and WSN’s evaluation of the bids.  Jerome Getz Construction was low bid for the Base Bid (asphalt shingles) and for Alternative #1 (steel shingles) but high bid for Alternative #2 (soffit siding).  Koehn felt that the low bid for Alternative #2 from Innovative Builders at $18,500 was still too high.
b) Vote in Favor: Zuehlke, Larson, Nokes and Koehn.

c) Opposed: None.
4) Motion by Koehn to forgive Fire call bill of $500 for Greg J. Larson (not Council member Greg J. Larson).  Second by Larson.  
a) Discussion: Campbell explained that Larson requested a DNR burn permit.  Campbell issued the burn permit and told Larson to call the phone number on the permit to validate the permit.  Larson called the permit into the DNR number when he was ready to burn.  The permits are good from 6 P.M. through 8 A.M.  Larson’s burn pile was near T.H. 235 in Effington Township.  Around midnight a motorist saw the smoldering stump and called Otter Tail County Dispatch.  They apparently did not check the DNR page and called Parkers Fire Department.  Under the old DNR burn permit system, a permit holder had to call the county to validate the permit.  Now a permit holder is not required to contact dispatch and that’s where the process falls through the cracks.  Campbell said Larson did what he was supposed to do and was rewarded with a bill for $500.  Campbell recommended that the bill be forgiven. 
b) Vote in Favor: Zuehlke, Larson, Nokes and Koehn.

c) Opposed: None.
5) Motion by Larson to accept a non-compliant sanitary sewer hook-up in the north end of the alley in Block 34 (behind Dick’s Standard), charge Rick Gappa for two new sanitary connections, monthly charge for four sanitary connections and two water connections and document the location of the sanitary connection.  Second by Koehn.
a) Discussion: At the May 16th meeting, Campbell explained that Rick Gappa has made a connection to the City sanitary sewer system and is in violation of several sections of the Ordinance.  Campbell asked the Council for guidance on how they wanted to proceed.  Mesker agreed that their appeared to be violations and was concerned about a precedent being set if the Council did not enforce the Ordinance.  Koehn also expressed concern about setting a precedent.  Mesker felt Gappa needed to come into compliance.  Gappa was invited to the June meeting to discuss the problem.  Campbell stated that he had hand carried a permit form to Gappa prior to any work being done.  Gappa told Campbell that he intended to run two services together, one from the new addition to the station and one from the shed on the back lot.  Campbell told Gappa that he could not run the two services from two lots together.  Gappa said he didn’t feel it was right that he had to pay for any more connections because he had already paid to be connected.  Gappa said that he intended to come to the Council to argue against the $600 assessment.  John Kamphake of JJ’s Company stated that the installation was compliant with MPCA rules but he did not realize that it didn’t meet City Ordinance.  Options discussed were to leave it as is, dig it up and install it correctly or abandon one of the two services.  Koehn stated that he was not comfortable leaving it as it is.  Kamphake and Gappa both argued against digging it up because the main is on the west side of the alley closest to the buildings, an apron of fresh concrete and all the wires in the alley and the overhead wires.  Abandoning a service would require digging or dumping concrete down a clean-out.  Gappa was trying to get out of paying the extra $600.  All agreed that there probably would never be a problem with the connection.  It just was not in compliance with the Ordinance.  After more discussion and it was determined that the standpipe was locatable, Larson proposed the Motion which was seconded and passed.
b) Vote in Favor: Zuehlke, Larson, Nokes and Koehn.

c) Opposed: None.
6) Motion by Koehn to approve Resolution 11-12, A Resolution Adopting a General Records Retention Schedule and authorize the City Clerk and/or the City Administrator to sign documents relating to adopting a General Records Schedule.  Second by Larson.

a) Discussion: Adopting a General Records Schedule will allow the City to dispose of records and documents that have aged beyond any value.
b) Vote in Favor: Zuehlke, Larson, Nokes and Koehn.

c) Opposed: None.
7) Motion by Koehn to approve Resolution 11-16, A Resolution Accepting Donations to the City.  Second by Nokes.

a) Discussion: None. 
b) Vote in Favor: Zuehlke, Larson, Nokes and Koehn.

c) Opposed: None.
8) Motion by Larson to authorized the City Clerk to request an extension to the June 30th deadline for filing the City’s 2010 Audit.  Second by Nokes.
a) Discussion: The 2010 audit was not ready for presentation at the June 2011 meeting.  The choice at this point is to call a Special meeting or request an extension to the June 30th filing date from the Office of the State Auditor. 
b) Vote in Favor: Zuehlke, Nokes, Larson and Koehn.
c) Opposed: None.

9) Motion by Koehn to approve the Fire Relief Associations revised Determination of Plan Liabilities and Required Municipal Contribution for 2001.  Second by Larson.
a) Discussion: A Fire Department member was inadvertently left off the original filing.  Adding the member back in and making some other corrections raised the City share an additional $1,788.00 but just below the budgeted $20,000.
b) Vote in Favor: Zuehlke, Larson, Nokes and Koehn.
c) Opposed: None.
10) Motion by Nokes to host the Poker League regional’s on July 30th at a sponsorship fee of $125.00.  Second by Larson.
a) Discussion: The Poker League contacted Campbell to offer Parkers the opportunity to host the Poker League regionals.  They suggested that there could be as many as 100 players and that we could serve hot dogs or snacks.
b) Vote in Favor: Zuehlke, Nokes, Larson and Koehn.

c) Opposed: None.

11) Motion by Nokes to apply for a Sunday Liquor License for August 7th, 2011 for the Fall Festival Sunday from 1:00 P.M. to 8:00 P.M.  Second by Zuehlke.
a) Discussion: Larson expressed opposition because of the competition with the American Legion’s Beer Garden.  Koehn asked if it was profitable last year.  Campbell stated that the Liquor Manager said the Fall Festival Sunday was profitable but the other special event Sundays were not.
b) Vote in Favor: Zuehlke, Nokes and Koehn.
c) Opposed:  Larson.
12) Motion by Koehn to advertise for part-time bartenders and Event Center wait staff.  Second by Nokes. 
a) Discussion: The Event Center is booked for August and September and Klukken does not have enough staff to cover the Liquor Store and the Event Center.  
b) Vote in Favor: Zuehlke, Larson, Nokes and Koehn.

c) Opposed: None.
13) Discussion: Concern was raised about agricultural equipment in residential areas of town.  Specific concerns were size and weight of equipment in an area where children are present.  Campbell will discuss possible ordinance with Chief Whiting.
14) Motion by Larson to Table Committee Structures discussion until Koehn could do some more research on Open Meeting Law.  Second by Koehn.   

a) Discussion: Koehn expressed concern with City’s long standing policy regarding standing committees and the potential for inadvertent violations of the Open Meeting Law.  Koehn stated that the committees generally don’t meet and when they do it has to be posted under the open meeting law.  Koehn feels that Campbell talking with any of the Council members could constitute a quorum of the committee and would therefore be a violation of the open meeting law unless posted.  Koehn will research further.
b) Vote in Favor: Zuehlke, Larson, Nokes and Koehn.

c) Opposed: None.

15) Motion by Larson to seek negotiated quotes for replacement of the water plant filter and for the flat roof.  Second by Nokes.
a) Discussion: John Potratz, Water Superintendent, feels the water filter is failing and needs to be replaced.  The current filter was installed in 1998.  He also stated the roof of the water plant is leaking.  When the filter is replaced, the contractor will stage the equipment and materials on the roof so the filter replacement needs to be done first.  
b) Vote in Favor: Zuehlke, Koehn, Larson and Nokes.   

c) Opposed: None.
16) Motion by Nokes to hire Charlie Bates and Stephi Dickinson as lifeguards at $7.60 and $7.25 respectively.  Second by Koehn.
a) Discussion: None.
b) Vote in Favor: Zuehlke, Koehn, Larson and Nokes   

c) Opposed: None.
17) Discussion: Campbell informed the Council that Lake Adley Park shelter floor replacement is complete and the curb for the swing set is complete.  We need volunteers to get the swing set erected.  One on the contractors pointed out that the shelter trusses are showing signs of stress and should be braced or replaced.

18) Discussion: Campbell noted that the rifle range backstop has been repaired and has been reopened.  The one-hundred yard bench has been removed which forces the shooters further down into the range. 

19) Motion by Nokes to pay May bills and late bills as presented recognizing that the WSN invoice was reduced to $4,000.  Second by Zuehlke.  

a) Discussion: Koehn noted that the WSN invoice had been reduced to $4,000 from $6,211 as listed in the checks by Department report.  Nokes amended her motion to recognize the change.
b) Vote in Favor: Zuehlke, Koehn, Larson and Nokes   

c) Opposed: None.
20) Motion by Larson to write off a $4.25 MLS check as uncollectable.  Second by Koehn. 
a) Discussion: The check was written by a Parkers Prairie resident and was NSF.  Basic attempts to collect failed and the individual has moved out of town.  Further attempts to collect would not be cost effective.  

b) Vote in Favor: Zuehlke, Koehn, Larson and Nokes   

c) Opposed: None.
21) Notices: Campbell noted that members had a schedule of times and locations for Local Board of Adjustment training.
22) Notices: Campbell noted that the results of the City’s Pay Equity report were back and that the City met all requirements.

23) Discussion: The Council asked that the worst sewer lines be televised in an effort to determine which lines to schedule first.  The Maintenance Superintendent told Campbell that the lines cannot be televised until they have been cleaned but if the Council wanted to schedule a line for replacement they would suggest the line in the alley between Hwy 29 and McCornell starting at the manhole midblock between Soo St and Colfax St. and running south to Elm St.  
24) A motion to adjourn was made by Koehn and seconded by Larson.  The meeting ended at 9:18 P. M.
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