REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING

October 18, 2010  7:00 PM

Those present were Donald Zuehlke--Mayor, Council members Linda Nokes, Brian Koehn, Greg Larson, and Kelly Mesker.  Also present were David Campbell—City Administrator, Jennifer Marquardt—The Independent, Dave Eiynck—Business Representative, Local 70, John Potratz and Jeff Arnold—City Maintenance, Kim Schroeder—City Clerk, Doug Whiting—Police Chief, Brian Revering and Mark Simonson—Sportsmans Club, Jody Ost and John Kamphake.
(1) Call to Order and Pledge.
(2) Motion by Nokes to approve the September 20th, 2010 Minutes as amended.  Second by Mesker.
(a) Discussion: Koehn’s notes indicate that two items on the agenda were not included in the Minutes and he pointed out some typos.  Campbell will make the corrections.
(b) Vote in Favor: Zuehlke, Mesker, Larson, Nokes and Koehn.
(c) Opposed: None.

(3) Motion by Mesker to approve a raffle request for the Leaf Valley Toms/Hot Hens for October 23, 2010 at the Prairie Event Center.  Second by Nokes.
(a) Discussion: The raffle request had been run through Douglas County by mistake.  Jody Ost has made arrangements with Gambling Control to process the request in time for the Hot Hens banquet at the Event Center on October 23rd, 2010.
(b) Vote in Favor: Zuehlke, Nokes, Larson, Mesker and Koehn.

(c) Opposed: None.

(4) Motion by Koehn to Table action on Rifle Range until the April 2011 meeting.  Second by Larson.  
(a) Discussion: Chief Whiting stated there was a problem with the rifle range.  It appears that people are cross-firing from the 100 yard bench towards the 50 yard target area.  The backstop in this area slopes away and that allows bullets to bypass the backstop.  Larson commented that his Father-in-law (Mr. Marvin Hardekopf) had noticed some holes in his empty gain bin.  The trajectory of the holes would line up with the rifle range if somebody was cross-firing.  An option is to close the rifle range but nobody present was in favor.  Representatives from the Sportsmans Club were not willing to take responsibility for rebuilding the backstop.  They did agree to update the posted rules to state that cross-firing was not allowed.  Chief Whiting stated that Dave Gappa would make old tires available for rebuilding the backstop.  Potratz and Arnold agreed that with the newer loader they could buildup the backstop using street sweeping sand and the donated tires.  Brian Revering suggested that more patrols by the Police might encourage visitors to follow the rules.
(b) Vote in Favor: Zuehlke, Larson, Mesker, Nokes and Koehn.
(c) Opposed: None.
(5) Discussion: Dave Eiynck, Business Representative for International Union of Operating Engineers Local #70, reviewed the Union’s reply to the City’s proposal.  Item 1, One year contract; Item 2, Wages: one and a half percent increase to scale; Item 3, Insurance: 80/20 (City/Employee) funded; Item 4, Article VII—Overtime, Call-Back and Premiums.  Section 7.2 An employee who is called to duty by the Employer during scheduled off-duty time shall receive a minimum of one (1) three (3) hours pay…; Item 5, Article IVX—Holidays Section 14.1 Add Christmas Eve as observed holiday; Item 6, Retroactivity; and Item 7, Local 70 reserves the right to change, modify, delete from or add to its original proposal.
(6) Motion by Koehn to close the meeting for labor negotiations in accordance with Minnesota Statute 13D.03.  Second by Larson.
(a) Discussion: None.
(b) Vote in Favor: Zuehlke, Nokes, Larson, Mesker and Koehn.
(c) Opposed: None. 
(7) Motion by Nokes to re-open the meeting.  Second by Koehn. 
(a) Discussion: The Council considered the Union’s proposal and has agreed to Items 1, 2, 3, 6, and 7.  On Item 4 the Council counter offers a minimum of one and one-half hours pay for a call back.  On Item 5 the Council counter offers 4 hours in the second half of the Christmas Eve shift. 
(b) Vote in Favor: Zuehlke, Nokes, Larson, Koehn and Mesker.
(c) Opposed: None.
(8) Discussion: Union members left the Council room to caucus and then returned.  The Union accepts the City Proposal of 4 hours in the second half of the Christmas Eve shift, exact wording to be determined by Eiynck and Campbell.  On Item 4, the Union counter offers with a minimum of two hours pay for a call back.

(9) Motion by Koehn to close the meeting for labor negotiations in accordance with Minnesota Statute 13D.03.  Second by Nokes.
(a) Discussion: None
(b) Vote in Favor: Zuehlke, Nokes, Larson, Koehn and Mesker.
(c) Opposed: None.

(10) Motion by Koehn to re-open the meeting.  Second by Mesker.
(a) Discussion: The Council agreed to Items 1, 2, 3, 6, and 7.  The Council agrees to amend Item 4, Article VII—Overtime, Call-Back and Premiums. Section 7.2 An Employee who is called to duty by the Employer during scheduled off-duty time shall receive a minimum of one (1) two (2) hours pay…  Item 5, the Council agrees to add four (4) hours observed Holiday to Article IVX—Holidays Section 14.1 for the second half of the Christmas Eve shift.  The Union agrees and will update the contract for review by the City with November 15th as a tentative signing date. 
(b) Vote in Favor: Zuehlke, Nokes, Larson, Koehn and Mesker.
(c) Opposed: None.

(11) Motion by Koehn to adopt Resolution 10-19, a Resolution to Decertify TIF District 2-1.  Second by Larson. 
(a) Discussion: Campbell explained that TIF District 2-1 was a pay-as-you-go agreement with Shorty Revering for the Industrial Park for a period of eleven years.  The time has expired as of October 18, 2010 and Mr. Revering has been notified.  Elhers & Associates should have the final payment schedule available by December.  
(b) Vote in Favor: Zuehlke, Nokes, Larson, Koehn and Mesker.

(c) Opposed: None.
(12) Motion by Mesker to adopt Resolution 10-20, a Resolution Accepting Donations.  Second by Nokes.
(a) Discussion: The City of Parkers Prairie has received and accepted donations for the Prairie Event Center Debt Reduction Campaign since January 1, 2010 from the individuals and groups in the amounts listed on the sheet attached to the Resolution. 
(b) Vote in Favor: Zuehlke, Nokes, Larson, Koehn and Mesker.

(c) Opposed: None.

(13) Motion by Nokes to accept Carlson Highland’s Proposal for Audit Services for the City of Parkers Prairie. Second by Larson.  
(a) Discussion: Campbell noted that the City is not bound to accept the low bidder for professional services.  Proposals were received from Carlson Highland of Fergus Falls with a low bid of $35,250 for three years, KDV of Bloomington MN with a high bid of $52,200 for three years and Eide Bailly of Fargo with a bid of $44,250 for three years. The City has used the Carlson Highland firm for more than fifteen years.  Campbell noted that each year Carlson Highland employees work with City Clerk Kim Schroeder to enhance her accounting skills and make her a more valuable City employee. 
(b) Vote in Favor: Zuehlke, Larson, Mesker and Nokes.

(c) Opposed: None.
(d) Abstain: Koehn abstained as he has a working relationship with Carlson Highland.
(14) Motion by Koehn to accept a bid from Rose City Sign to provide address letters and numbers for City Hall and contact information decal for the Event Center for $1,048.00   Second by Mesker.
(a) Discussion: Campbell explained that the Class Action Lawsuit for the CertainTeed roof shingles on the City Hall building required a photo of the property with the address visible.  The City Hall building has a nice sign identifying it as City Hall but there is no street address on the building.  Campbell observed that it was ironic that the City had encouraged residents to allow the 4-H club to install house numbers for emergencies and City Hall does not have street numbers.  Koehn request that there be a contact information sign installed on the Event Center window.
(b) Vote in Favor: Zuehlke, Nokes, Larson, Mesker and Koehn.
(c) Opposed: None. 

(15) Motion by Nokes to not allow second water meter installations.  Second by Larson.
(a) Discussion: Campbell introduced a Water Ordinance Amendment that would allow residents to have a second water meter for summer garden and lawn watering.  The City would have limited control of a second meter system so the City would have to charge the minimum fee all year, would not be able to turn off a second meter without turning off the primary meter, would not be able to verify the second meter had not been plumbed into the primary system to avoid sewer fees and other concerns.  City staff does not recommend the amendment be adopted.  Koehn observed that there would be no savings and as presented would be cost prohibitive.
(b) Vote in Favor: Zuehlke, Nokes, Larson, Mesker and Koehn.

(c) Opposed: None. 

(16) Motion by Mesker to approve an amendment to Parkers Prairie Ordinance, Chapter II. Operations and Administration, Part 1: The Council, 201.09 Salaries of Mayor and Council Members; which states: Effective January 1, 2011 the salaries of the Mayor and each Council Member shall return to the 1995 level of $1,200 annually for monthly scheduled meetings, payable semi-annually.  Members attending Special meetings called by the City will be paid $15 per meeting payable semi-annually.  Members attending Special meetings requested by private parties will be paid $15 and the private party will reimburse the City $15 per Council member attending plus Time and a half scale for any City employee required to attend.  Council members attending meetings out of town may claim $10 per hour and mileage as set by the City Council.
(a) Discussion: Campbell explained that according to MN Statute 415.11 Subd 3, Temporary reductions.  Not withstanding subdivision 2 or a charter provision to the contrary, the governing body may enact an ordinance to take effect before the next succeeding municipal election that reduces the salaries of the members of the governing body.  The ordinance shall be in effect for 12 months, unless another period of time is specified in the ordinance, after which the salary of the members reverts to the salary in effect immediately before the ordinance was enacted.  Members Koehn and Larson spoke against the amendment stating that they viewed serving on the Council as a service to the community.
(b) Vote in Favor: Zuehlke, Nokes and Mesker.

(c) Opposed: None. Larson and Koehn.
(17) Motion by Larson to add a two day all inclusive Event Center package that provides the combined room for a full day (8 A.M to 1 A.M.) and for four hours the prior day for $1,400.  Second by Mesker.
(a) Discussion: Schroeder called current bookings to offer the all inclusive package.  When they found out that the day prior was not included they were not interested.
(b) Vote in Favor: Zuehlke, Nokes, Larson, Mesker and Koehn.

(c) Opposed: None. 

(18) Motion by Nokes to clarify that the Event Center ‘Half-off Room Fee Donation’ Discount was not to be applied to other packages.  Second by Mesker.
(a) Discussion: Campbell explained that the other packages represented a discount.  Allowing the Donation discount to be applied would be double dipping and provide no revenue.
(b) Vote in Favor: Zuehlke, Nokes, Larson, Mesker and Koehn.

(c) Opposed: None. 

(19) Motion by Nokes to not provide any Event Center alcohol ‘kickbacks’ or ‘volume discounts’.  Second by Mesker.
(a) Discussion: Mayor Zuehlke had been approached concerning offering discounts or kickbacks on alcohol sales at the Event Center.  Campbell noted that the profit margin on alcohol sales was not great.  The question of who the kickback would go to was raised.      
(b) Vote in Favor: Zuehlke, Nokes, Larson, Koehn and Mesker 

(c) Opposed: None.
(20) Motion by Nokes to pay the September bills as presented.  Second by Koehn. 
(a) Discussion: The Miltona Lions made a donation to the City towards a new pool.  The City received an e-mail from the Miltona Lions asking that the donation be returned as they intended it to go to the pool fund being managed by West Central Initiative.  There was a $45 adjustment at Midwest Bank.  The Tellers do not always confirm the checks part of the when Liquor Store deposits are made and an error may be discovered after the initial deposit is made.  The Bank will make an adjustment when that happens. 

(b) Vote in Favor: Zuehlke, Nokes, Larson, Koehn and Mesker 

(c) Opposed: None.

(21) Discussion: Motion by Mayor Zuehlke to Table further discussion of televising mains until the fees are known.  Second by Koehn.

(a) Discussion: Koehn would like to have some sanitary mains televised to help determine the status of the mains, particularly those crossing Highway 29.  Campbell will find out what it costs to televise mains.      

(b) Vote in Favor: Zuehlke, Nokes, Larson, Koehn and Mesker 

(c) Opposed: None.

(22) A motion to adjourn was made by Larson.  Seconded by Mesker.  The meeting ended at 8:50 P. M.
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