REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING

August 16, 2010  7:00 PM

Those present were Donald Zuehlke--Mayor, Council members Linda Nokes, Brian Koehn, Greg Larson, and Kelly Mesker.  Also present were David Campbell—City Administrator, Doug Whiting—Police Chief, Scott Marquardt and Ray Caauwe—Fire Relief Association, Jennifer Marquardt—The Independent, Robert Huckle—Ambulance Administrator, Bruce Jahnke and Mike Lage—Parkers Ambulance Joint Powers Board, Patricia Hartfiel, Gerry Freudenberg, John Kamphake and Gene Payne.
1) Call to Order and Pledge.

2) Motion by Nokes to amend the Agenda to include the approval of Minutes for August 9th, 2010.  Second by Koehn.
a) Discussion: None. 
b) Vote in Favor: Zuehlke, Nokes and Koehn.
c) Opposed: None.

3) Motion by Koehn to approve of Minutes of July 19th with corrections.  Second by Nokes.

a) Discussion: In the discussion of Item 11, Nokes made the motion, not Mayor Zuehlke.  In item 17, a $500 contribution was made by the Sportsmans Club for the Fall Festival.  The $2000 contribution to the Fall Festival from the Liquor Fund was made in June, 2010. 
b) Vote in Favor: Zuehlke, Nokes and Koehn.

c) Opposed: None.

4) Motion by Nokes to approve of Minutes of August 9th, 2010.  Second by Koehn.

a) Discussion: None. 

b) Vote in Favor: Zuehlke, Nokes, Mesker and Koehn.

c) Opposed: None.

5) Motion by Mesker to approve a $150 per person per year increase in the Fire Department retirement benefit through the Relief Association.  Second by Larson.
a) Discussion: Scott Marquardt spoke to the Council as a representative of the Relief Association.  He reminded the Council that Firefighters are on call 24 hours a day, 7 days a week in all kinds of weather.  Firefighters get a minimum of 120 hours of training as they begin their careers.  They attend two meeting a month, a training meeting and a general meeting.  Firefighters average 200 hours a year.  Firefighters are in the schools during Fire Prevention Week and are part of the Operation Graduation program every year at the High School.  They sponsor two fundraisers every year; a spaghetti feed that coincides with the Home Coming football game and the Street Dance.  A lot goes on behind the scenes that bring peace of mind to the community.  The City currently contributes $950 per year per person  Marquardt distributes a handout that shows the average pension in Region IV is $1074 in similar size communities with similar call rates.  There was a $50 increase in 2007 and no increase since then.  The Relief Association is asking for a $150 increase per person per year starting in 2011, an increase of $3,750 per year in the City budget.  Marquardt points out that the Firefighters generally are in it as community service but the retirement is a recruiting and retention tool.  Mesker makes a motion to approve a $150 per year per person increase.  Koehn asked where the Association is invested.  Marquardt said they had $80,000 in Certificates of Deposit and $138,000 in investments with Ameriprise.  Koehn asked if this shouldn’t wait for the Budget meeting to see where the budget was going.  Zuehlke called for a Second to Mesker’s motion.  Larson Seconded the Motion.
b) Vote in Favor: Zuehlke, Larson and Mesker. 
c) Opposed: Nokes and Koehn.
6) Motion by Koehn to approve Resolution 10-16, A Resolution Accepting Donations.  Second by Mesker.
a) Discussion: Daniels Food Equipment, Inc. has donated $120.00 in labor and materials toward the repair of the swimming pool diving board, an anonymous donation of $100.00 in labor and materials was made toward bath house repairs and an anonymous donation of $1000.00 was made to the Fire Department Equipment Fund.
b) Vote in Favor: Zuehlke, Nokes, Larson, Mesker and Koehn.
c) Opposed: None. 
7) Motion by Koehn to have a Special Meeting to have presentations from engineering firms and their approach to developing a Facility Plan.  Second by Mesker.
a) Discussion: Campbell introduced letters from two engineering firms offering their plan for doing infrastructure projects in Parkers Prairie.  They would work through DEED’s Public Facility Administration to get up to 80% grant money and very low interest loans.  The firms would do all the up-front work at no cost to the City and would re-coup their up-front expenses during the first project.  Campbell said that he had not worked with either firm and could not make a recommendation.  He also said other firms that we have worked with have asked about new projects.  Koehn noted that the Facility Plan they would generate was exactly what he was looking for as a blueprint of the City’s infrastructure.  The Council set September 7th as the date to have the presentations.
b) Vote in Favor: Zuehlke, Nokes, Larson, Koehn and Mesker.
c) Opposed: None.
8) Motion by Nokes to approve a Sunday License for the Liquor Store for September 26th, 11 AM to 6 PM; October 17th, 1 PM to 7 PM; November 21st, 11 AM to 6 PM; and December 12th, 11 AM to 6 PM.  Second by Larson
a) Discussion: Klukken proposed six dates and the Council approved four and will wait to see if the Vikings get into the championship games.
b) Vote in Favor: Zuehlke, Nokes, Larson, Koehn and Mesker.
c) Opposed: None.

9) Motion by Nokes to Table further discussion on the contract maintenance worker position until the Joint Powers requests further discussion.  Second by Mesker.
a) Discussion: Campbell presented the Council with four Position Descriptions for a Maintenance Worker; Mowing, Pool Operator, Snow Removal, and General Labor and another Position Description that incorporates the individual positions into one Maintenance Worker; Part-Time.  Campbell worked with Work Force Center in Alexandria for wage ranges for each position.  Campbell also stated that if the Council decided to contract with the Joint Powers Board for hours the City did not have to advertise the positions.  Bob Huckle stated that the Joint Powers Board was considering a person for the Administrator position who already has a part-time job they do not want to give up.  If this person is hired then the Board will not need the contract hours.
b) Vote in Favor: Zuehlke, Nokes, Larson, Koehn and Mesker.

c) Opposed: None.

10) Motion by Koehn to Table a request for dust control in an alley till the City is contacted again.  Second by Larson.
a) Discussion: Larson contacted the requestor and explained the cost and “where-do-we-stop” issues.  He also explained that if the adjoining property owners wanted to pay for it the City would include the alley(s) in next years program.  
b) Vote in Favor: Zuehlke, Nokes, Larson, Koehn and Mesker.

c) Opposed: None.

11) Motion by Mesker to offer a one-time one-half discount any room to anyone who has made a donation to the Event Center of $100.00 or more since it’s inception through December 31, 2011.  The offer is effective immediately and ends December 31, 2013.  Second by Koehn. 
a) Discussion: Mesker started the discussion by saying that he had been thinking about Freudenberg’s proposal at the last meeting regarding a one-time discount to Event Center donors.  The rest of the discussion by the Council and those attending the meeting was what the terms of such an offer would be.  The motion was the result of that discussion. 

b) Vote in Favor: Zuehlke, Larson, Mesker, Nokes and Koehn.

c) Opposed: None.
12) Motion by Koehn to Table further discussion on the Event Center to allow Campbell time to prepare an alternative package to the current al-a-carte process.  Second by Larson.
a) Discussion: None.

b) Vote in Favor: Zuehlke, Nokes, Larson, Mesker and Koehn.

c) Opposed: None. 

13) Motion by Nokes to pay July bills and handwritten checks as presented.  Second by Koehn.
a) Discussion: Zuehlke noted that a $4,933 payment to the Department of Revenue listed under the Event Center should have been listed under the Liquor Store.  Koehn questioned a payment to the Independent.  The payment was for the required publication of the City financials as determined by the 2009 audit.  Zuehlke asked about a $105 charge from the City Attorney about a car.  Chief Whiting explained that there was an abandoned vehicle on rental property and the property owner wanted it removed.  We asked the City Attorney if there was any authority in Minnesota Statute that would allow the City to act on private property.  Koehn asked about a payment to CarTell.  The payment was made to Contact Radio for a replacement phone.  The new Motorola is a Blue Tooth compatible mobile phone.  
b) Vote in Favor: Zuehlke, Nokes, Larson, Koehn and Mesker 

c) Opposed: None.
14) Discussion: Campbell reminded the Council that the Budget meeting will be held on August 30, 2010 at 7:00 P.M.
15) Discussion: Nokes extended Kudos to the Sportsmans Club for conducting Meat Raffles at the Liquor Store on Saturday mornings. Campbell will send the Sportsmans Club a letter expressing the Council’s appreciation. 
16) Motion by Koehn to approve the contract between the City Police Department and School District 547 for $7839.48 and authorize Campbell to sign the contract on behalf of the City.   Second by Nokes.
a) Discussion: Chief Whiting explained that the School District is larger than the City limits and problems extend beyond City limits.  The School District has a formula, based on enrollment, which determines the dollar value.  The term of the contract is from July 1, 2010 to June 30, 2011. 
b) Vote in Favor: Zuehlke, Nokes, Larson and Koehn. 
c)  Abstain: Mesker.

d) Opposed: None.

17) Discussion: Chief Whiting informed the Council that he had submitted a grant request for two in-car video systems to the Department of Public Safety.  The grant was approved for one system.  The camera is recording when the car is running but does not keep the information.  The system can be turned on in a number of ways and the system remembers the previous 60 seconds.   The system monitors video and sound in front of the vehicle and the interior.
18) Discussion: Nokes asked Chief Whiting why the police car was driving around town during a rain without headlights turned on.  She felt it was a safety issue.  Whiting said he would look into it.
19) A motion to adjourn was made by Koehn and seconded by Larson.  The meeting ended at 9:06 P. M.
Respectfully submitted





Attested to

David Campbell






Donald Zuehlke
City Administrator






Mayor 
