REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING

July 19, 2010  7:00 PM

Those present were Donald Zuehlke--Mayor, Council members Linda Nokes, Brian Koehn, Greg Larson, and Kelly Mesker.  Also present were David Campbell—City Administrator, Kim Schroeder—City Clerk, Jennifer Marquardt—The Independent, Robert Huckle—Ambulance Administrator, Bruce Jahnke, Duane Hanson, Roger Ruckheim, Bob Wenker and Mike Lage—Parkers Ambulance Joint Powers Board, Monti Eastvold—Northland Securities, Gerry Freudenberg, John Kamphake and Gene Payne.
1) Call to Order and Pledge.

2) Motion by Nokes to approve of Minutes of June 21st.  Second by Mesker.
a) Discussion: None. 
b) Vote in Favor: Zuehlke, Nokes, Mesker and Koehn.
c) Opposed: None.

3) Motion by Koehn to adopt Resolution 10-14, A Resolution Authorizing Issuance, Awarding Sale, Prescribing the Form and Details and Providing for the Payment of $490,000 General Improvement Refunding Bonds, Series 2010A.  Second by Mesker.
a) Discussion: Monti Eastvold introduced and explained the Resolution to the Council.  Refinancing these two bonds has been discussed before when interest rates were favorable, but the rates would rise again before the sale could take place.  The current interest rates on the two bonds are 4.73% and 4.65%.  Because of the current economy, buyers are not very interested in bonds that are offered by non-rated cities.  Eastvold arranged for a telephone interview and a review of the 2009 audit by Standard and Poor’s.  Standard and Poor’s gave the City an A+ rating which speaks very well for the City’s financial management.  The new interest rate will be 2.2% with an expected savings of $22,615.75 after expenses.  The details of the transaction are available in the Resolution and the closing is scheduled for August 16th, 2010.  
b) Vote in Favor: Zuehlke, Nokes, Larson, Mesker and Koehn.
c) Opposed: None.

4) Motion by Koehn to approve contract between Northland Securities and the City to act as the City’s Agent to refinance the two Bonds.  Second by Nokes.
a) Discussion: None.
b) Vote in Favor: Zuehlke, Nokes, Larson, Mesker and Koehn.
c) Opposed: None. 
5) Motion by Nokes to approve a setback of approximately three feet for a new sidewalk in front of the Post Office.  Second by Koehn.
a) Discussion: The Post Office is replacing the concrete in front of the building to make it ADA compliant and to replace deteriorating sidewalk.  Moving the sidewalk back will better align it with existing sidewalk to the East and parked cars will not obstruct the traffic lane as much. 
b) Vote in Favor: Zuehlke, Nokes, Larson, Koehn and Mesker.
c) Opposed: None.
6) Motion by Mesker to approve a raffle request from the Pride of Lions.  Second by Larson.
a) Discussion: The drawing date will be this Fall but is open at this time as the Pride of Lions are trying to work around other events.   
b) Vote in Favor: Zuehlke, Nokes, Larson, Koehn and Mesker.
c) Opposed: None.
7) Motion by Nokes to hire Dillon Quick as a Dishwasher at the Event Center at $7.50 / hr.  Second by Zuehlke.
a) Discussion: Quick is 15 years old and cannot work as a busboy. There is a big wedding scheduled this coming weekend at the Event Center and Audrey needs as much help as she can get.
b) Vote in Favor: Zuehlke, Nokes, Larson, Koehn and Mesker.

c) Opposed: None.
8) Motion by Mesker to hire Brandon Saude as a Lifeguard at $7.35 / hr.  Second by Larson.
a) Discussion: Saude has worked for the City as a Lifeguard in the past and we are one or two short of number we would like to have available.  Saude is over 18 years old and we need at least one 18 year old on duty at all times.  
b) Vote in Favor: Zuehlke, Nokes, Larson, Koehn and Mesker.

c) Opposed: None.
9) Motion by Larson to Table discussion of a part-time position for the Ambulance Administrator until Job Descriptions and salary ranges could be developed.  Second by Nokes.
a) Discussion: Huckle started the discussion by saying that the agreement between the City and the Joint Powers for the City to provide part-time hours has never been put in writing.  In the early nineties the Hospital and the City split the EMT responsibility.  When the hospital closed and the Joint Powers was formed, the City agreed to provide two EMT during normal work hours.  Over time the part-time hours for the Ambulance Administrator evolved to provide a “full-time” position and wages for most of the time the Administrator was required to be on call.  Huckle has been the primary pool operator and for many years took care of the lifeguards and swimming lessons.  He has mowed the parks and most of the other City property.  He has helped with snow removal running the wheel loader and shoveling.  He has also helped with water and sewer maintenance and recycling.  Huckle currently works about 70 hours a month for the City.  The Joint Powers is reimbursed $22.08 per hour which includes wages and benefits.  There is no position description.  Mesker stated that it is essential that the Ambulance Service continue in Parkers Prairie.  The Joint Powers would like some assurance from the City Council that the City would continue to support the Ambulance Administrator.  (Mesker and rest of Council adjourn to the Ambulance Garage for about 5 minutes.)  The Council and Joint Powers Board members agreed that a Position Description and market wages needed to a basis for continued discussion.  Campbell will develop Position Descriptions and get market wage information from the State Workforce Center.
b) Vote in Favor: Zuehlke, Larson, Mesker, Nokes and Koehn.

c) Opposed: None.
10) Motion by Koehn to Table the detention pond question until repairs are made to the rip-rap.   Second by Mesker.
a) Discussion: The Council wants the rip-rap repaired before they will accept the pond.
b) Vote in Favor: Zuehlke, Nokes, Larson, Mesker and Koehn.
c) Opposed: None. 
11) Motion by Koehn to Table the issue of applying chloride to the alleys until a Council member spoke with the requester.  Second by Larson.
a) Discussion: A motion was made by Nokes to drop the issue.  Larson felt that it was important to explain to the requester the cost involved and the options.  There was no second. 
b) Vote in Favor: Zuehlke, Nokes, Larson, Mesker and Koehn.
c) Opposed: None. 
12) Motion by Koehn to keep looking for a loader.  Second by Nokes.
a) Discussion: Campbell told the Council about the loaders that he had found sure far.  None of the units were very impressive.  Mesker asked about trade in for the old loader.  The dealers are offering between 8 and 10 thousand dollars.  
b) Vote in Favor: Zuehlke, Nokes, Larson, Mesker and Koehn.
c) Opposed: None. 
13) Discussion: There is a hairline crack in the cope in the southeast corner or the pool.  The contractor will comeback after the pool closes and cut in some expansion joints.  The doors still need to be replaced.  The roof of the pump house needs to be replaced to protect the equipment inside.  Because of the expense of the cope it was decided to wait till next year and find volunteer labor.  

14) Motion by Koehn to Table further discussion on the Event Center until Council members came up with what they envision for a rate structure.  Second by Mesker.
a) Discussion: The Council is concerned about the financial status of the Event Center based on the 2009 Audit report.  Campbell stated that bookings were slow and blamed it largely on the economy.  He went on to say that the Event Center is a great facility and folks from out-of-town generally feel the rental price is good.  The original intent of the project was to provide a facility for the region, not just Parkers Prairie.  Campbell went on to say that he would like to see the Maintenance fee as a line item be eliminated and the expense just be included in the rental.  Another comment was that it was better to lower the rental and get more bookings.  There was much discussion about packages but no clear proposals.  More information about actual cost to the City and average size of rentals is needed.  Freudenberg reported that the debt elimination fund drive is at $146 thousand and going very well.  Freudenberg suggested that anybody who has contributed to the Event Center be given a free rental or at least a discounted rental.  There was more discussion about how long the offer would be good for and if the same offer went to someone who made a one hundred dollar donation and to someone who made a $50,000 donation.  The question was not resolved. 
b) Vote in Favor: Zuehlke, Nokes, Larson, Mesker and Koehn.
c) Opposed: None. 
15) Motion by Nokes to pay June bills and handwritten checks as presented.  Second by Mesker.
a) Discussion: None.
b) Vote in Favor: Zuehlke, Nokes, Larson, Koehn and Mesker 

c) Opposed: None.
16) Motion by Mesker to accept the Liquor Store inventory as presented.  Second by Larson.
a) Discussion: It was noted that the inventory looked pretty good.  Mayor Zuehlke stops by the Liquor Store and does mini-inventories on different products to keep a running check.
b) Vote in Favor: Zuehlke, Nokes, Larson, Koehn and Mesker 

c) Opposed: None.
17) Motion by Koehn to make a $500 contribution to the Fall Festival.  The $500 was received from the Parkers Prairie Sportsmans Club and intended to help defray expenses of the Fall Festival.  Second by Larson.
a) Discussion: None.

b) Vote in Favor: Zuehlke, Nokes, Larson, Koehn and Mesker 

c) Opposed: None.
18) A motion to adjourn was made by Nokes and seconded by Mesker.  The meeting ended at 10:00 P. M.
Respectfully submitted
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