REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING

May 17, 2010  7:00 PM

Those present were Donald Zuehlke--Mayor, Linda Nokes, Brian Koehn, Greg Larson, Kelly Mesker and David Campbell.  Also present were Jennifer Marquardt—Independent, Gerry Freudenberg, David and Stacy Moske, and Terry Carlson.
1) Call to Order and Pledge.

2) Motion by Koehn to approve of Minutes of April 19th and May 6th, 2010. Second by Larson.
a) Discussion: None.
b) Vote in Favor: Zuehlke, Nokes, Larson and Koehn.
c) Opposed: None.

3) Motion by Koehn to approve of Minutes of April 27th, 2010. Second by Nokes.

a) Discussion: None.
b) Vote in Favor: Zuehlke, Nokes, Larson and Koehn.
c) Opposed: None.

Public Hearing
4) Motion by Koehn to grant Variance requested by David and Stacy Moske.  Requested variance will allow an 8 ft. setback from the addition to the east property line, a variance of 2 ft. from the normal 10 ft.  Second by Mesker.
a) Discussion: The Moske’s want to add a small room to their house.  Their lot is small and does not allow much room for an addition.  Notices were sent to neighbors within 300 ft. and the notice of the Public Hearing was published in the paper.  One neighbor called to verify the location of Moske’s house but had no objection.  No other comments we received.  Moske’s are on City sewer and have their own well.  A water meter is installed in the well water line to determine sewer billing.
b) Vote in Favor: Zuehlke, Nokes, Larson, Mesker and Koehn.
c) Opposed: None.

5) Motion by Mesker to accept Lloyd Paulson’s Event Center fund raising matching challenge of $250,000, appoint Gerry Freudenberg as fund raising committee chair and allow Freudenberg to sign correspondence directly related to the fund raising campaign as fund raising committee chair.  Second by Nokes.
a) Discussion: Gerry Freudenberg stated that he had the pleasure of being the committee chair person for the Event Center from the start, planning, fund raising and construction.  He noted that pledge payments were near 100 percent.  Freudenberg went on to say that this is the last year for pledges and the Event Center still has a significant debt to service.  Several weeks ago Freudenberg received a call from Lloyd Paulson who wanted to talk about the Event Center.  Paulson grew up in Parkers Prairie and has not forgotten his roots.  He has made significant contributions to Dollars for Scholars, First Lutheran Church, the Parkers Prairie Cemetery and the Event Center.  Paulson said he wanted to help retire the Event Center debt and offered a $250,000 matching challenge ending December of 2011.  Freudenberg recommended accepting Paulson’s challenge and accept pledges for up-to five years.  Mesker stated that he had had a long conversation with Paulson about possible projects in Parkers Prairie.  Mesker had reminded Paulson that the Event Center was still carrying a heavy debt and suggested debt retirement as a project.  Campbell suggested that Freudenberg be allowed to sign correspondence directly related to the fund raising campaign as fund raising committee chair.  Freudenberg also mentioned that he had scheduled an organizational meeting for May 26th at 4:30 PM.
b) Vote in Favor: Zuehlke, Nokes, Larson, Mesker and Koehn.
c) Opposed: None. 
6) Motion by Nokes to ‘turn back’ the old CSAH 42 right-of-way to the adjacent Productive Alternative’s (PAI) property.  Second by Larson.
a) Discussion: The City currently provides minimum maintenance to the property adjacent to PAI’s property but not to the same standard.  Campbell offered to ‘turn back’ the old County right-of-way to PAI.  PAI has agreed to the turn back.  There will be no tax advantage to the City because PAI is a non-profit.  There will be some survey and legal work involved.  
b) Vote in Favor: Zuehlke, Nokes, Larson, Koehn and Mesker.
c) Opposed: None.
7) Motion by Nokes to approve an amendment to the irrigator land lease between the City and Carlson Turkey Farms, LLP.  Second by Koehn.
a) Discussion: Carlson has an opportunity to participate in a Conservation Stewardship Program through NRCS.  There are many goals in the program that are going to vary according to the particular field.  Some examples adding or expanding wildlife buffers, chasing wildlife out of the way of haying machines or combines, recording and maintain documentation of fertilizer applications, doing soil tests and tracking carry-over, irrigation practices, conservation of electrical energy, conservation and recycling of fuels and compliance with Best Management Practices as provided by the University of Minnesota..    In order to participate he needs to have a contract of at lease five years.  The existing five year contract was signed March 16th of 2009 so he only has four years left.  The amendment will provide the five year minimum while preserving the reevaluation of the rent after five years.  The amendment also allows Carlson to receive payments from both FSA and NRCS.  Larson abstains because or relationship with former property owners.
b) Vote in Favor: Zuehlke, Nokes, Koehn and Mesker.
c) Opposed: None.
d) Abstained: Larson.

8) Motion by Koehn to Table the turnover of the detention pond located in the Second Addition of the Revering Industrial Park.  Second by Nokes.
a) Discussion: Koehn and Larson wanted an opportunity to go look at the sight before deciding the question.
b) Vote in Favor: Zuehlke, Nokes, Larson, Koehn and Mesker.

c) Opposed: None.
9) Motion by Mesker to approve a bid by Bargen Inc. for $6932.00.  Second by Larson.

a) Discussion: The bid is for repairing and filling cracks in McCornell Ave. from Elm St. to Delaware St. and 4th Ave from CSAH 42 to E. Jackson and E Jackson from 4th Ave to CSAH 42.  The company has done crack sealing before seal coating for several years and has always provided high quality work.
b) Vote in Favor: Zuehlke, Nokes, Larson, Koehn and Mesker.

c) Opposed: None.
10) Motion by Nokes to approve a request for a liquor license for the Fire Department Relief Association for their annual Street Dance.   Second by Mesker.
a) Discussion: The Relief Association will be serving 3.2 beer but need the liquor license because some of the coolers have an alcohol content higher than 3.2.  
b) Vote in Favor: Zuehlke, Nokes, Larson, Mesker and Koehn.

c) Opposed: None.

11) Motion by Koehn to approve a raffle request for Ringnecks Forevermore.  Second by Larson.
a) Discussion: The raffle drawing will be held January 29th, 2011 at the annual banquet. 
b) Vote in Favor: Zuehlke, Nokes, Larson, Mesker and Koehn.
c) Opposed: None. 
12) Motion by Koehn to approve the installation of a manhole on the end of the sewer main in E. Park east of Douglas and west of the railroad tracks.  Second by Larson.

a) Discussion: There was no manhole installed at the end of the sewer main on East Park.  There has been at least one back-up issue with one of the houses and the City cannot determine if the problem is with the main or the service.  In addition, the League of MN Cities Insurance Trust will raise the deductible for sewer back-ups from the current $250 per incident to $2,500 per incident if we know of a problem.  The cost is estimated at $1,500 for materials and $2,000 for labor.  While the street is open, JJ will uncover the service for inspection and repair as necessary.  Campbell will discuss the project with the home owner and explain possible costs that may be incurred to them.
b) Vote in Favor: Zuehlke, Nokes, Larson, Mesker and Koehn.
c) Opposed: None. 
13) Motion by Koehn to approve Resolution 10-08, A Resolution Adopting a Travel Expense Policy with the addition of item 10 to the ‘Out-of-State policy.  Second by Larson.

a) Discussion: The City needs to have guidelines for allowable expenses for employees and elected officials when they travel for City business.  The policy sets limits and restrictions on reimbursable expenses.  A State Statute requires cities to have an ‘Out-of-State’ policy to be reviewed annually.  Koehn was concerned that the ‘out-of-State’ policy did not allow enough flexibility for an employee to go to Fargo to pick up a part.  Item 10 was added to allow: Other short term travel as deemed necessary that does not meet the definition of an event, workshop, conference or assignment may be approved by the City Administrator or City Clerk and one Council member.
b) Vote in Favor: Zuehlke, Nokes, Larson, Mesker and Koehn.
c) Opposed: None. 
14) Motion by Nokes to approve Resolution 10-09, A Resolution Accepting Donations to the City.  Second by Mesker.

a) Discussion: The Resolution recognizes the donation of $320 in kind from JJ’s Company for work at the City Park playground and the donation by the Parkers Prairie Lions for a sign on the Event Center valued at $1786.50.  Koehn is a member of the Lions Club and therefore abstained.
b) Vote in Favor: Zuehlke, Nokes, Larson and Mesker.

c) Opposed: None.
d) Abstained: Koehn. 
15) Motion by Nokes to approve Resolution 10-10, A Resolution Establishing a Perpetual Petty Cash Fund.  Second by Koehn.
a) Discussion: Currently the City Clerk has a $50 Petty Cash Fund in the General Fund to fund incidental expenses such as stamps.  The Clerk has been making change for water and sewer bills; however when a resident pays with a $100 bill the petty cash drawer is emptied.  This Resolution will establish a perpetual petty cash fund of $200, equally funded by the water and sewer funds, for the purpose of making change for residents.  The cash will be secured in the current petty cash drawer and be reconciled at least monthly.  
b) Vote in Favor: Zuehlke, Nokes, Larson, Mesker and Koehn.
c) Opposed: None.
16) Motion by Koehn to Hire Katrina Dickinson as a Lifeguard at $7.25.  Second by Larson.

a) Discussion: Experience shows that having at least 10 lifeguards available for scheduling is about the right number.  Dickinson will make 9 lifeguards hired so far this season.  

b) Vote in Favor: Zuehlke, Nokes, Larson, Mesker and Koehn.
c) Opposed: None. 
17) Discussion: A loader has not been found.  The priority given the pool repairs has not left much time to search for a loader.  
18) Discussion: The preferred ‘tile option’ through Randy Gaulrapp was not available.  Gaulrapp was not able to find tiles even with a few extra days.  Concrete Coating Solutions provided a profile that meets the Department of Health standards.  This work is considered repair so plan review is not required.  The contractor held to his original bid of $8,109.00 and is scheduled for June 9-11.  Steve for Olson Pool will stop by later this week to see if he can spot the problem with the flow gauges before there is water in the pool.
19) Motion by Nokes to set pool fees as discussed.  Pool Passes will not carry over from year to year.  Second by Larson.
a) Discussion: Campbell informed the Council that there were 192 lessons last year, approximately 750 single entries, 20 Family passes, 40 ’22 Admits’ and 50 ’10 admits’.   Lesson signup sheets have already gone out with the $25 fee.  After discussion the Council decided that Individual Entries would remain at $3, ’22 Admits’ will go from $35 to $40, ’10 Admits’ will go from $17.50 to $20 and Family Passes will go from $100 to $110.  Unused admits will not carry over to next year.  The 6-week Family and the Individual Passes will not be offered.
b) Vote in Favor: Zuehlke, Nokes, Larson, Mesker and Koehn.
c) Opposed: None. 
20) Motion by Koehn to approve the year end transfer of $15,733 from the Fire Department General Fund budget to the Truck Fund.  
a) Discussion: Past practice has been to transfer any remaining budgeted Fire Department funds to the Truck Fund.  The Council must authorize the transfer of funds between Funds.  It takes 10 to 15 years to save enough money from Township Fire Contracts and Fire Call fees to purchase a new fire truck.  End-of-Year transfers help build that fund quicker.
b) Vote in Favor: Zuehlke, Nokes, Larson, Mesker and Koehn.
c) Opposed: None. 
21) Motion by Nokes to pay March bills and handwritten checks as presented.  Second by Koehn.
a) Discussion: None.
b) Vote in Favor: Zuehlke, Nokes, Larson, Koehn and Mesker 

c) Opposed: None.
22) A motion to adjourn was made by Koehn and seconded by Nokes.  The meeting ended at 8:55 P. M.
Respectfully submitted
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