REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING

April 19, 2010  7:00 PM

Those present were Donald Zuehlke--Mayor, Brian Koehn, Kelly Mesker and David Campbell.  Also present were Doug Whiting—Police Chief, Jennifer Marquardt—Independent, Pete Sarberg and Greg Nathe—WSN, Greg and Tammy Larson, Rick Mittag—ProAg, Sheryl Myers and Judy Hemmerlin.
1) Call to Order and Pledge.

2) Motion by Koehn to approve of Minutes of March 15th, 2010. Second by Mesker.
a) Discussion: None.
b) Vote in Favor: Zuehlke, Mesker and Koehn.
c) Opposed: None.

3) Motion by Koehn to approve of Minutes of April 5th, 2010. Second by Mesker.

a) Discussion: None.
b) Vote in Favor: Zuehlke, Mesker and Koehn.
c) Opposed: None.

4) Motion by Koehn to appoint Greg Larson to fill the Council seat vacated by Werner Knapp.  Second by Mesker.
a) Discussion: Larson introduced himself to the Council.  He has been a resident of Parkers Prairie for ten years and has his own painting business.  Campbell disclosed that he had a professional relationship with Larson in that he had hired Larson to paint Campbell’s house.  After the vote Campbell administered the Oath to Larson.
b) Vote in Favor: Zuehlke, Mesker and Koehn.
c) Opposed: None.

5) Motion by Mesker to continue to maintain the road known as Railroad Ave. across ProAg’s property. Second by Koehn.
a) Discussion: A complaint was received regarding the City maintaining a road across private property belonging to ProAg.  ProAg recently put up signs stating ‘Closed to Through Traffic’ and ’10 MPH’.  The City and the elevator have a gentleman’s handshake that the City will maintain the road on their property and they will allow public traffic to cross their property.  Mittag stated that, with the new fertilizer plant, there is a lot of truck traffic, 7 to 10 trucks daily plus hauling, and visibility at the plant site is not good.  He also said that the signs were temporary and will generally only be posted for 4-6 weeks in the Spring and 4 weeks in the Fall.  Campbell noted that because it is private property the City cannot enforce the signs.  Mittag said that this was driven by their liability insurance provider was very concerned with having the public crossing the property with the extra truck traffic.  Mittag also stated that, because of the kinds of chemicals they have at the elevator, Homeland Security may require the property fenced and gated.
b) Vote in Favor: Zuehlke, Larson, Mesker and Koehn.
c) Opposed: None. 
6) Motion by Koehn to authorize Campbell to pursue Cooperative Agreement between MNDot and the City to make repairs and improvements in the TH-29 right-of-Way.  Second by Larson.
a) Discussion: Pete Sarberg from WSN Engineering introduced himself and distributed handouts.  The report and pictures detailed failures in the storm water catch basins, curbs and pedestrian crossing ramps.  Safety issues included flooding, sink holes, sinking curbs and slope, grade and location of pedestrian ramps.  Rural Water televised several of the lateral storm water lines which showed some okay and some problem areas.  The good news is that MNDot has a project on the books for 2015 for TH-29 from Alexandria through Parkers Prairie to TH-210.  Sarberg’s recommendations were to send a letter to Lee Berget, the MNDot 4th District Transportation Engineer outlining the issues and request entering into a cooperative agreement with MNDot.  Koehn stated that MNDot has their own engineers and how soon should the City get started?  Sarberg’s recommended that the letter be sent as soon as possible but the City should not do any engineering studies until the Cooperative Agreement was worked out.  
b) Vote in Favor: Zuehlke, Larson, Koehn and Mesker.
c) Opposed: None.
7) Motion by Mesker to approve a Fall Festival Beer Garden request for the American Legion Post.   Second by Koehn.
a) Discussion: None.
b) Vote in Favor: Zuehlke, Larson, Koehn and Mesker.
c) Opposed: None.
8) Motion by Mesker to approve a Prairie Christmas raffle permit request for Productive Alternatives.   Second by Koehn.

a) Discussion: None.
b) Vote in Favor: Zuehlke, Larson, Koehn and Mesker.

c) Opposed: None.
9) Motion by Koehn to approve a raffle request for Pride of Lions for June 19th, 2010.  Second by Larson.

a) Discussion: The raffle is to be a fundraiser for the City pool.
b) Vote in Favor: Zuehlke, Larson, Koehn and Mesker.

c) Opposed: None.
10) Motion by Larson to approve a request from Revering Group to amend the George C. Revering Industrial Park plat by dividing Lot 3 of Block 3 to Lots 1, 2 and 3 of Block One of George C. Revering Industrial Park, Second Addition and Authorize the Mayor to sign the final plat.  Second by Mesker.
a) Discussion: Revering has two buildings on one existing lot.  By splitting the lot into three lots he will be able to sell the individual buildings on the individual lots. 
b) Vote in Favor: Zuehlke, Larson, Mesker and Koehn.

c) Opposed: None.

11) Motion by Koehn to hire Crystal Klukken as a part-time bar tender.  Second by Larson.
a) Discussion: Crystal is under 21 and therefore cannot work alone.  She has worked as wait staff and dishwasher without incident.
b) Vote in Favor: Zuehlke, Larson, Mesker and Koehn.
c) Opposed: None. 
12) Motion by hire Lifeguards as presented:

Aaron Koep

$7.25
Pending Certification

Dan Moske

$7.25
Pending Certification

Stephanie Wilde
$7.25
 

Joshua Martinson
$7.35

Heather Pullins
$7.35

Charlie Bates

$7.35

Katrina Zimmerman 
$7.35

Dannielle Zwieg
$7.35

Dedra Zwieg

$13.25 Instructor

Dannielle Zwieg
$9.50   Manager

Second by Larson.

  a) Discussion: Dannielle Zwieg is listed twice because sometimes she works as the pool manager and sometimes as a Lifeguard and clocks in accordingly. 
b) Vote in Favor: Zuehlke, Larson, Mesker and Koehn.

c) Opposed: None.

13) Motion by Koehn to authorize Campbell to look for and negotiate for a loader up to a final price of $40,000.  A Special meeting to be called for final approval.  Second by Larson. 
a) Discussion: There have been some leads on loaders but without some specific guidance from the Council it’s difficult to make a deal.  Providing a maximum limit will help.  Campbell placed an ad in the Independent soliciting bids on a loader but there were no results...
b) Vote in Favor: Zuehlke, Larson, Mesker and Koehn.

c) Opposed: None.

14) Discussion: Campbell explained that had contacted the Department of Health and explained the problem and had gotten the names of six different pool contractors.  He was able to contact five of them with different levels of interest.  Some were willing to try and find the tile.  Campbell noted that no matter what solution was proposed we had to make sure it complied with Department of Health standards.  Myers stated that she has had a lot of response to the pool problem and is looking into fundraising options.  Koehn stated that he would like the existing pool to be opened for at least two years to allow planning and fundraising.  The Council asked Campbell to continue the search and to contact Hawley about the concrete edge they had installed.  The Council would also like to review rates at the next meeting.
15) Motion by Koehn to pay March bills and handwritten checks as presented.  Second by Mesker.
a) Discussion: None.
b) Vote in Favor: Zuehlke, Larson, Koehn and Mesker 

c) Opposed: None.
16) Motion by Koehn to pay for food provided to firefighters during training.  Second by Larson.

a) Discussion:   Koehn stated that meals can be provided when training last 8 hours or occurs over normal meals times and other similar instances.  Chief Whiting explained that he hosts a Peace Officer meeting once or twice a year and he provides pastries and coffee.  The Council felt this would be a reimbursable expense.
b) Vote in Favor: Zuehlke, Larson, Koehn and Mesker 

c) Opposed: None.
17) Motion by Mesker to pay for soda pop for the Fire Department’s township meeting.  Second by Larson.

a) Discussion: The Fire Department hosts an annual meeting with the townships to go over the township contracts and Fire Department budget.  In the past the wives have fixed a meal or the Relief Association has catered the meal.  They are asking that the City pick up the expense of soda pop.  Koehn stated there was no public purpose and the specific authority to pay such a bill is nominal.
b) Vote in Favor: Zuehlke, Larson, Koehn and Mesker 

c) Opposed: None.
18) Motion by Koehn to pay for commemorative name plates for retired members of the Fire Department.  Second by Larson.

a) Discussion: Koehn said this was a legitimate expense to foster good employee relations.
b) Vote in Favor: Zuehlke, Larson, Koehn and Mesker 

c) Opposed: None.
19) Motion by Koehn to pay above bills with handwritten checks.  Second by Mesker.

a) Discussion: None.   

b) Vote in Favor: Zuehlke, Larson, Koehn and Mesker 

c) Opposed: None.
20) Discussion: Board of Review is scheduled for April 27, 2010 from 9:30 to 10:30 AM.  State law requires a quorum be present.  Koehn, Nokes and Zuehlke agreed to be present.
21) Reports: Koehn reported that the Water, Sewer and Streets committee met with John Potratz and Jeff Arnold.  John and Jeff’s main concern was infrastructure.  Much of the water and sewer main system was installed during the WPA days and the pipe has a life expectancy.  Most of the sewer lines are in alleys so there is no tar restoration involved.  When improvements are made the City can only assess for the value of the improvement. Properties can be assessed for infrastructure that has been replaced because it has exceeded its life expectancy.  Controls in the main lift station were just replaced and the water plant was rebuilt in the late 1990’s.  Near term problems are the carpeting, and more importantly, the roof of the City Hall building.
It was noted that there were two months of liquor bills paid this month because of the timing of the invoices and checks.  This will cause a short term variation in profit and loss.

22) A motion to adjourn was made by Mesker and seconded by Koehn.  The meeting ended at 9:05 P. M.
Respectfully submitted
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