SPECIAL MEETING

PARKERS PRAIRIE CITY COUNCIL

April 5, 2010
Those present were Donald Zuehlke—Mayor, Brian Koehn, Linda Nokes, Kelly Mesker and David Campbell.  Also present were Jenny Marquardt—Independent, Tom and Sheryl Myers, Greg and Tammy Larson, Gilmer Jahnke, Kevin Smith, Byron Herdman, Lori Dodds, Bob Huckle—Pool Operator and Judy Klein.
1) The Special meeting was opened with the Pledge of Allegiance at 7:00 p.m.  Campbell informed the Mayor that Sheryl Myers called and requested time to speak to the Council regarding the pool.
2) Motion by Mesker to approve the City’s participation in a Joint Powers Agreement with State of Minnesota acting through its Department of Public Safety, Bureau of Criminal Apprehension.  Second by Koehn.

a) Discussion: The purpose of the agreement is to document what functionalities within eCharging the City will have: i.e. Communicating information from law enforcement to a prosecutor to evaluate whether to bring criminal charges against an individual; transmitting administrative forms about drinking while intoxicated (DWI) to the Department of Public Safety, Driver and Vehicle Services Division; transmitting electronic citations from law enforcement directly to the courts; and transmitting charging documents from law enforcement and prosecutors to the courts for approval and filing.  There is no expense to the City for these services.

b)  Vote in favor: Zuehlke, Mesker, Nokes, and Koehn.

c)  Opposed: None.

3) Motion by Koehn to proceed with opening the pool.  Second by Nokes. 
a) Discussion: While waiting for Huckle, Campbell explained some of the problems with the pool.  The biggest problem is the coping tile around the edge of the pool.  It has basically disintegrated and Huckle has not found a source for new tile.  This tile provides a handhold and seals the pool walls from the deck.  The tile is required by the Department of Health and must be properly installed before the pool can open. Additionally, there is an open write up against flow meters not showing any flow.  Building roofs need to be replaced and the doors to the bathhouse need to be replaced.  Sheryl Myers reminded the Council that Kari Smith (Springer) had asked the Council, about 4 years ago, to start a Champaign to raise awareness about the pools deterioration.  That fell through when she moved out of town.  Myers stated that the pool was a project of the Commercial Club and was built with private funds and is a vital asset to the Community.  She has used it for years and we can’t just shut the gate and quit.  Myers point out that the community has a new City Hall and Event Center.  She is willing to head up a committee to rehab the current pool as much as possible and start fund raising for a new pool.  To save money, Myers suggested that we cut hours.  Campbell noted that the pool is scheduled to open a week later and close a week earlier this year.  She also suggested that the water temp be turn down at night.  Huckle said that because of the volume of water, the weather, sun, clouds, and winds the temperature is not easy to regulate.  He went on to say that 82-85 degrees is the recommended temperature for adults.  Our pool is never over 80 degrees.  Myers said she wants to look at renovating the pool.  Huckle said the Department of Health will be in to inspect the tile.  He stated that he has been fighting the tile problem for the 20 years he has worked on the pool.  He even took a sample to Floors-R-Us and they could not locate a source.  Part of the problem is that the tiles are on top of the deck where newer pools have the tile inlaid.  The deck cannot be cut because the tie rods could be cut and the pool walls would collapse.  Huckle went on to say that the flow meters have never worked that he is aware of.  He has good pressure when backwashing and good pressure in the pool but can not determine why the flow meters don’t indicate flow.  Huckle installed a new flow meter about four years ago and it has never worked.  That problem has to be fixed before the pool can open.  Huckle also noted that there is supposed to be a radius, for sanitation purposes, between the walls and floors of the bath house.  The doors in the bath house doors are all rotted and need to be replaced, and the roof shingles need to be replaced on both buildings.  Tom Myers noted that the steel door frames were cemented into the walls and should be a standard size so replacing the doors should not be a problem.  Huckle also stated that areas of the deck on the north side of the pool have settled and the cement is dissolving.  He also stated that the drain covers have been replaced in compliance with the Abigail Taylor Pool Safety Act.  The kiddie pool cover cost over $1,000.  The diving well was not deep enough according to current Department of Health standards so the diving board had to be removed.  Campbell looked into a used slide to replace the diving board but it would not work because of set-backs and clearance requirements.  Jahnke asked what the life expectancy of the pool was and what kind of shape the pool itself was in?  Huckle stated that the life expectancy of the pool was about 20 years.  The tank seems to be OK but the main drains are leaking.  When they filled the pool for the winter without blocking the drains the water level would drop one or two inches a week.  The pool water heaters were replaced about four years ago.  Greg Larson observed that we have a little pool that we can’t upgrade.  Myers again stated that we need to renovate the pool; we don’t want to lose the pool.  Huckle asked how much money do you put into renovation and have the Department of Health close it anyway.  Someone asked if this is the only pool with this kind of tile.  Huckle stated that the tile on most pools is inlaid.  Hawley had a similar design with the same problems.  They removed the tile and troweled in cement and it really looks bad.  We got their left over tile and have used all of it.  Mesker agreed with everyone else that he does not want to see the pool close but now realizes the extent of the problems and the possible costs.  Kevin Smith asked if the Health Department inspector should be invited to inspect the pool.  He also read a short statement from his son about how much the pool meant to him how unhappy he would be if the pool were not open.  Nokes said she did not want to see the pool close stating how important the swimming lessons are.  Jenny Marquardt shared that in her husband’s home town of Laurel NE they built a new pool with zero entry, diving board and slide.  But they had fund raisers and donations and it was all paid for before they started construction.   
b) Vote in favor: Mesker, Nokes, Koehn and Zuehlke.
c) Opposed: Nokes.
4) Motion by Mesker to form a pool committee.  The purpose of the committee is to research and advise the Council on a new pool.  The committee will also attempt to raise funds for a new pool.  Second by Koehn.

a) Discussion: The Council member appointed to the now vacant seat will act as liaison to the committee.  Sheryl Myers volunteered to be on the committee.  


b)  Vote in favor: Zuehlke, Mesker, Nokes, and Koehn.


c)  Opposed: None.

5) Motion to Adjourn by Koehn.  Second by Nokes.  The meeting adjourned at 8:37 P.M.
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