REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING

February 16, 2010  7:00 PM

Those present were Donald Zuehlke--Mayor, Brian Koehn, Linda Nokes, Kelly Mesker and David Campbell.  Also present were Doug Whiting—Police Chief, John Potratz—Maintenance Supervisor, Jennifer Marquardt--Independent, Gene Payne and Bruce Jahnke—Township Board, Monte Eastvold—Northland Securities, John Kamphake.
1) Call to Order and Pledge.

2) Motion by Nokes to approve of Minutes of January 19th, 2010 as corrected.  Second by Koehn.
a) Discussion: Campbell noted that item 14 was a duplicate of item 10 and has been deleted.  Koehn noted that item 15 (now item 14) did not reflect Mesker’s Second.
b) Vote in Favor: Zuehlke, Nokes, Mesker and Koehn.
c) Opposed: None.

3) Discussion: Monte Eastvold introduced himself to the Council and noted that he had been here some time ago to discuss refinancing the 1998 G.O. Bond.  Interest rates at that time had been favorable but then the rates bottomed out and started climbing making refinancing less attractive.  Rates have again dropped to the point where refinancing is attractive and the 2002 G. O. Bond is now eligible for refinancing.  The interest rate for the 1998 Bond is 4.7284217% and the 2002 Bond is 4.8834728.  The current interest rate is 2.5139211 proving a little more than 2% savings.  This would translate to about $17,000 savings after expenses over the remaining life of the Bonds. In order to market the Bonds in this economy they would have to be rated by Standard and Poor’s or some other rating firm.  The difference between a rated and unrated sale is about one half of one percent.  Eastvold stated that it would take four to six weeks to put it together if the Council decided this was something they wanted to do.
4) Motion by Koehn to proceed with refinancing the 1998 and the 2002 G.O. Bonds.  Second by Mesker.
a) Discussion: Eastvold with work with Campbell to get the details. 
b) Vote in Favor: Zuehlke, Nokes, Mesker and Koehn.
c) Opposed: None.

5) Motion by Zuehlke to not transfer the Lake Adley Park property to the Township.  Second by Koehn.
a) Discussion: Mayor Zuehlke stated that he was opposed because the property had been given to the City for a park.  Once the City gave it up anything could happen to it, even developed.  Some day the City may annex the area and would get the property back anyway.  Zuehlke asked Township Board President Gene Payne why the Township was considering a transfer.  Payne stated that one of the Supervisors thought it would be a good idea.
b) Vote in Favor: Zuehlke, Nokes, Mesker and Koehn.
c) Opposed: None. 
6) Motion by Koehn to transfer the property known as Lake Adley Park Road to Parkers Prairie Township contingent upon review of the City Attorney.  Second Nokes.
a) Discussion: Campbell has reviewed the documents related to the transfer of the property from the Kalpin family to the City of Parkers Prairie and found no reason the City could not transfer the property to the Township for the purpose of providing a Public Roadway to Lake Adley Park and adjoining township property owners.  The Township has expressed a willingness to accept the property as is and maintain it as a Public Roadway.  Koehn reviewed MN Statute 465.035 and saw no reason that the City could not transfer the property.
b) Vote in Favor: Zuehlke, Nokes, Koehn and Mesker.
c) Opposed: None.
7) Motion by Nokes to approve a raffle permit request from Quality Deer Management Association for March 27th, 2010 at the Event Center.  Second by Mesker.
a) Discussion: Campbell noted that the raffle is for their annual Spring meeting. 
b) Vote in Favor: Zuehlke, Nokes, Koehn and Mesker.
c) Opposed: None.
8) Motion by Mesker to approve a bingo permit request from Parkers Ambulance Service for March 21st and November 20th, 2010.  Second by Nokes.
a) Discussion: None.  
b) Vote in Favor: Zuehlke, Nokes, Mesker and Koehn.

c) Opposed: None.

9) Motion by Koehn to Table Resolution 10-05, A Resolution Supporting E-911 House Numbers.  Second by Nokes. 
a) Discussion: The Council felt this was a necessary project but had liability concerns for the 4H Club and for the City if the City endorses the project.  Campbell will see what they did in Urbank and possibly consult with the City Attorney.
b) Vote in Favor: Zuehlke, Nokes, Mesker and Koehn.
c) Opposed: None. 
10) Motion by Koehn to approve Resolution 10-06, A Resolution for Maintaining Sunset Ave / 555th Ave.  Second by Mesker.

a) Discussion: This is joint resolution between the City and Parkers Prairie Township.  The resolution formalizes the unwritten agreement between the City and the Township for the maintenance of the roadway known as Sunset Ave within City limits and 555th Ave. in the Township.
b) Vote in Favor: Zuehlke, Nokes, Mesker and Koehn.

c) Opposed: None.

11) Motion by Koehn to approve an amendment to Chapter II. Operations and Administration, Part Six, Personnel Policy; 206.07 Vacation Leave with Pay; Subdivision 1. Amount Allowed and Subdivision 2. Accrual.  Second by Nokes.
a) Discussion: Subdivision 1 adds one day of paid vacation per year starting after 10 ten years of service to a maximum of 20 days after 15 years of service.  Subdivision 2 allows a maximum carryover of 30 vacation days from one fiscal year to the next fiscal year.  The amendment deletes the requirement that vacation time be taken in half or full day increments.  The payroll system accrues vacation in hours and fractions of hours.  Time clocks record in fractions of hours.  There are many times when an employee only needs to take an hour or so to make an appointment and does not wish to spend a half a day of vacation to do so.  This amendment is a reflection of the Union Contract approved at the January meeting and the motion to extend the new benefits to non-union employees.  The ability to take vacation time in hours is not specifically mentioned in the Union Contract so the Ordinance becomes the controlling guidance.
b) Vote in Favor: Zuehlke, Nokes, Mesker and Koehn.

c) Opposed: None.

12) Motion by Koehn to approve and sign Union Contract.  Second by Mesker. 

a) Discussion: Campbell stated that he had reviewed the contract and it reflects what the Council and the Union agreed to at the January meeting.
b) Vote in Favor: Zuehlke, Nokes, Mesker and Koehn.

c) Opposed: None.

13) Motion by Mesker to approve the street sweeping contract from ProSweep with a not to exceed $3,200 rate.  Second by Nokes.
a) Discussion:  The ProSweep contract for 2008 was $2,500 and 2009 was $2,750.  This year ProSweep offered an hourly rate contract.  The City has done fixed price contracts in the past and Campbell was not sure what an hourly rate contract would obligate the City to.  He talked to ProSweep and they agreed to go with the hourly rate with a not to exceed price of $3,200.  Koehn said he would like to have a Certificate of Insurance on file and a schedule so residents could be notified.
b) Vote in Favor: Zuehlke, Nokes, Mesker and Koehn.

c) Opposed: None.

14) Motion by Koehn to repair the loader steering sector and to start getting bids for a used loader.  Second by Mesker.
a) Discussion: John Potratz stated that the loader was 31 years old and the City has had it for 16 years.  The loader has excessive hydraulic fluid leaks; the steering is unsafe and is losing coolant.  RDO in Glenwood has given an estimate of $600 to $1000 to repair the steering sector but that does not guarantee that something else won’t fail.  All the O-rings that have been replaced were really bad so it can be assumed that all the O-rings that have not been replaced are bad.  Zuehlke asked the Council if they wanted to consider another used loader, a leased loader or contract by the hour when a loader is needed.  Kamphake noted that the City probably would not get enough hours in a year to lease a loader.  He also said some cities to a rotation where they have a piece of equipment for 5 years then get rid of it while it still has good resale value.  And as far as contracting his loaders, it’s Ok in the winter but in the Summer they are on the road or in a pit somewhere.  Chief Whiting noted that it’s nice to have a loader if the City gets hit by severe weather in Summer and needs trees or branches pushed out of the way.
b) Vote in Favor: Zuehlke, Nokes, Mesker and Koehn.

c) Opposed: None.

15) Motion by Mesker to allow a U’SAgain clothes recycling bin be located on the Northeast corner of the City Hall property.  Second by Zuehlke 

a) Discussion: The City will receive two cents a pound for clothing placed into the bin.  The company recycles usable clothing to charities and unusable clothing is processed and sold as rags.
b) Vote in Favor: Zuehlke, Nokes, Mesker and Koehn.

c) Opposed: None.

16) Motion by Nokes to pay January bills as presented.  Second by Mesker.
a) Discussion: A question was raised about a check written to the Ambulance Service.  It was a Sportsmans gambling fund donation to the Ambulance.  The Sportsmans gambling fund money has restrictions on how it can be distributed.  The Ambulance Service is qualified non-profit so in the future the Sportsmans Club can donate directly to the Ambulance Service.  Koehn abstains because one of the checks is reimbursement for his Newly Elected officials training.  
b) Vote in Favor: Zuehlke, Nokes and Mesker 

c) Opposed: None.
d) Abstain: Koehn.
17) Notices: Board of Review is scheduled for April 27, 2010 from 9:30 to 10:30 AM.  State law requires a quorum be present.
18) Reports: Koehn reported that he attended the Leadership Conference for Newly Elected Officials presented by the League of MN Cities.  He felt this was a very good experience and would encourage others to attend.  He gave Council members an outline of thoughts that came to him as material was presented.  He would like to see the Council consider setting priorities and goals as a way to help develop longer term budgeting.  Goal setting should be done every two years because of the election cycle and new members coming on the Council.  Other things to look at are policies, debt, and possibly strategic planning.
19) A motion to adjourn was made by Mesker and seconded by Koehn.  The meeting ended at 8:25 P. M.
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