REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING

December 21, 2009  7:00 PM
Those present were Donald Zuehlke--Mayor, Brian Koehn, Linda Nokes, Kelly Mesker, Werner Knapp and David Campbell.  Also present were Doug Whiting—Police Chief, Jennifer Marquardt—Independent, Larro Hilgren, Josh Heinrichs, Gilmer Jahnke, R. Luedeke, Wilmer Thun, Blain Ferley, Josh Hinrichs, Jim Cronk, Gary Olson, and Dennis Klimick
1) Call to Order and Pledge.

2) Motion by Nokes to approve the minutes for November 16, 2009.  Second by Mesker.
a) Discussion: None. 
b) Vote in Favor: Zuehlke, Koehn, Nokes, Mesker and Knapp.
c) Opposed: None.
3) Discussion: Zuehlke: New Business: Approve Resolution 09-11, 2010…

Knapp: Hold it, Hold it, Hold it.  Don’t go to fast.  I got something under new business, OK?

Zuehlke: Did you fill out a form?

Knapp: Are you crazy I’m a Council member fill out the form?

Zuehlke: If it ain’t on the agenda we’re not….

Knapp: The hell we discuss it absolutely we discuss it!

Zuehlke: If it ain’t on the agenda we don’t discuss it.

Knapp: You called for…you called for new, listen, I’m tired of your…I want to k now was Jerry Freudenberg is doin in the Clerk’s office and he’s not an employee unless you hired him behind closed doors!  What is he doin in the Clerk’s office?

Zuehlke: I don’t know.

Knapp: You don’t know.

Zuehlke: He’s there visiting I guess.

Knapp: We paying the employees all good money to visit?  What does he do in the Clerk’s office?

Zuehlke: I was told they was going to tell him to stay out of there so that’s all I know.

Knapp: Because if he gets hurt or something happen we ahh…   I, I just don’t get this.
Zuehlke: This is all I know that they told him that he’s not supposed to be in there.

Knapp: And then Kim brings her kids to work last summer, I saw it, the City paying for babysitting too?  Campbell knows it he does right there.  What it is here?  Circus or what, Donny?

Zuehlke: Well, we’ll look into it (unintelligible).

Knapp: That’s what you always say ‘We going to look into it’.  I’d like to get some of this stuff settled because I’m going to quit…

Zuehlke: Why didn’t you come out and…why didn’t you come in and make out an agenda form like the rest of us have to do?

Knapp: So, so to let you guys know what I’m going to discuss while….

Zuehlke: Yes! Yes!

Knapp: You crazy!

Zuehlke: Yes!

Knapp: You crazy! I’m not going to do that.

Mesker: Councilman Werner, how can it be crazy?  I mean that’s part of this, to let the public know….

Knapp: The Public, but not the council members so they can so they can discuss amongst themselves?  I been through that listen I been (unintelligible) for 17 years don’t tell me nothing!
Mesker: (laughing) Oh my gosh, Werner, lets wake up here.  Let’s quit this….

Knapp: (Unintelligible)
Zuehlke: Next agenda and discuss it then, not tonight.

Knapp: I’m gonna quit, so we gonna discuss something tonight or it’s gonna be in da paper you can take it either way.  I told you last Spring at the election we could save 50,000 dollars what did you say.  What did you say?  We do it the way I think is right.  Fifty thousand dollars was going away this year in the council room and you either…

Zuehlke: I never said no such thing!

Knapp: Yes, your boy was right there in the lumber yard and you said we do what I think is right.  Continue.

Zuehlke: Well don’t I?  Ain’t I supposed to do what I think is right?

Knapp: (Unintelligible).

Zuehlke: Put you on the Liquor Committee?

Knapp: You gonna run the whole show?

Zuehlke: That’s what you want, that’s what you wanted.

Knapp: No, I don’t want the Liquor Committee.

Nokes: We need to stick to the agenda.

Mesker: Gentlemen, Gentlemen, Decorum Please!  This is, this is what makes a mockery of these minutes.
Knapp: I’m gonna tell you something…

Mesker: This is, this is what makes a mockery that people laugh when they read the minutes, Werner.

Knapp: That’s Good!

Mesker: Okay.
Knapp: The last time, when I put George Knox on the Council, you know, after three months he knew it all.  That’s the way you act like you know it all too.  I spent 17 years here.

Koehn: Kelly is just trying to keep us on task, keep us on the agenda as we should all be focused on doing.

Mesker: Yes.

Knapp: Yeah that’s right but if I get…

Mesker: Well Then Focus!

Knapp: ..on the new business we gonna discuss it!

Mesker: Focus.  It isn’t on new business!

Zuehlke:  It isn’t on the agenda so were gonna put it on next time and discuss it then.

Knapp: That’s my last meeting tonight anyhow.  I’m not sit here wit couple people don’t know nothing how to run business an how to manage cities money.  That’s my last night tonight, I’m all done.
4) Motion by Koehn to approve Resolution 09-11, 2010 Seal Coat project.  Second by Nokes.
a) Discussion: Campbell explained that the Resolution was a preliminary motion to get on the County’s contract.  They will put it out for bids.  We will have the then have the option of having the work done or not.
b) Vote in Favor: Zuehlke, Mesker, Nokes and Koehn.

c) Opposed: None.
d) Abstain: Knapp

5) Motion by Koehn to approve final General Fund budget.  Second by Nokes. 
a) Discussion: Summary budgets were available to the public.  Mayor Zuehlke called for comments.  Hearing none, he called for a vote.
b) Vote in Favor: Zuehlke, Knapp, Nokes, Mesker and Koehn.
c)   Opposed: None.
6) Motion by Nokes to hire Brian Schmidt as ice rink / warming house attendant for $7.25.  Second by Zuehlke.
a) Discussion: Zuehlke informed the Council that he and Campbell had interviewed Schmidt.  He is able to work the hours.  A background check revels no problems.  A reference had many good thinks to say about reliability.  
b) Vote in Favor: Zuehlke, Knapp, Nokes, Mesker and Koehn.
c) Opposed: None.
7) Motion by Mesker to close Liquor Store at 11 P.M. on Mondays and Tuesday during the winter hours.  Second by Koehn.
a) Discussion: The Liquor Store Manager suggested that the store close early on Monday and Tuesday nights during the Winter hours because there is are no customers.   
b) Vote in Favor: Zuehlke, Knapp, Nokes, Mesker and Koehn.
c) Opposed: None.
8) Motion by Koehn to allow American Legion Post 219 to place a 4’ x 8’ (plus frame) display / recognition panel as presented (and attached) in the Event Center hallway opposite the donation recognition board.  Second by Knapp.  The Motion was amended to allow the Legion the option to relocate the panel into the Prairie West room if the City were to ever allow any other club to place a display / recognition panel in the Prairie West room.  Knapp amended his Second.
a) Discussion: Hinrichs showed the Council computer generated artwork showing a display panel exactly like the donation board.  The Legion expects to have name plates similar in color and size as the donation board that will name Post members, another area that will list deceased Veterans and an area that will display select plaques.  The Legion proposes to locate the panel in the hallway leading to the Prairie West room, opposite the donation board.  Koehn asked if there was any room for expansion.  Hinrichs said they would rearrange the display to make room for any future items.  
b) Vote in Favor: Zuehlke, Knapp, Mesker and Koehn.
c) Opposed: None.
9) Motion by Nokes to pay November bills as presented.  Second by Knapp.
a) Discussion: None.
b) Vote in Favor: Zuehlke, Knapp, Mesker and Koehn.
c) Opposed: None.
10) Discussion: Koehn noted that there was a new Council member training course being offered by the League of Minnesota Cities, that he was interested in attending and wondered if anyone else was interested.  There was no objection to Koehn attending the course. 
11) Discussion: Chief Whiting informed the Council that the forfeit car was sold to Derick Schmidt for a high bid of $500.
12) A motion to adjourn was made by Knapp and seconded by Nokes meeting ended at 7:25 P.M.
Respectfully submitted
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