REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING

November 16, 2009  7:00 PM
Those present were Donald Zuehlke--Mayor, Brian Koehn, Kelly Mesker, Werner Knapp, Linda Nokes and David Campbell.  Also present were Doug Whiting—Police Chief, Audrey Klukken, Jennifer Marquardt—Independent, John Kamphake, Bob Johnston, Carmen Hemquist, Blayne Ferley, Dennis Karger, Larro Hilgren, Josh Hinrichs, Wilmer Thun, Gilmer Jahnke, Carold Hilgren, Jim Cronk, Gary Olson, and Dennis Klimick
1) Call to Order and Pledge.

2) Motion by Nokes to approve the minutes for October 19, 2009.  Second by Koehn.
a) Discussion: Item 5, Discussion should have stated that the appointments would be effective January 8th 2010, not 2009.  Campbell will make the correction. 
b) Vote in Favor: Zuehlke, Koehn, Nokes, Mesker and Knapp.
c) Opposed: None.
Public Hearing opened at 7:02 P.M.

Discussion: Mayor Zuehlke announced that the Public Hearing was being held in accordance with MS 340A.602 which states that any City in which the report of the operations of a municipal liquor store has shown a net loss prior to inter-fund transfer in any two of the three consecutive years must hold a public hearing on the question of whether the city shall continue to operate a municipal liquor store.  Council member Knapp opened the discussion by saying he thought we should sell the on-sale business because it doesn’t make any money.  The City should sell the on-sale license to Dave Dittberner or somebody.  Alexandria just has the two off-sale stores and they make millions. Koehn said that in reviewing the past audits there has been a steady improvement, the losses are less and less each year.  To get rid of the liquor store might be a short term gain but a long term loss.  He felt it would be a shame to throw it away now.  Koehn also observed there is more traffic to an on-sale where people come in, have a drink, and then make an off-sale purchase.  Mayor Zuehlke asked if there were any comments from the public, there being none, he called for a motion.
3) Motion by Koehn to continue the City operation of the municipal liquor store.  Second by Mesker.
a) Discussion: None.
b) Vote in Favor: Zuehlke, Nokes, Mesker and Koehn.
c) Opposed: Knapp.

Public Hearing closed at 7:05 P.M.

4) Motion by Nokes to adopt the water fund budget and rate increase as presented.  Second by Mesker.
a) Discussion: Koehn noted that the water rates increased 3.7 percent, the sewer rates increased 3.6 percent and that it was important to build a reserve in those funds.
b) Vote in Favor: Zuehlke, Nokes, Knapp, Mesker and Koehn.
c)   Opposed: None.
5) Motion by Knapp to adopt the sewer fund budget and rate increase as presented.  Second by Koehn.
a) Discussion: None.

b) Vote in Favor: Zuehlke, Nokes, Knapp, Mesker and Koehn.
c)   Opposed: None.
6) Motion by Koehn to adopt the Liquor Store budget and rate increase as presented.  The initial 25 cent increase will be effective January 1st, 2010 and the remaining 25 cent increase will be effective July 1st, 2010.  Second by Nokes.
a) Discussion: Knapp: Ya know I see that on the Liquor Store you wanna go bar drink go from 2.50 to three dollars.  You k now that there’s 128 ounces to a gallon of booze with that kind of increase, of going to three twenty five that $416 you making on a gallon of booze and then some and a gallon the city can buy for about $40.  How bad do you wanna stick it to the people?  Cost just $40 and gets $460 in return on a gallon of booze over the bar goin from two seventy five to three twenty five!
Zuehlke: Audrey, how close are we in prices to everybody else?

Klukken: With this increase we will be right at where everybody else is, no more, no less.

Knapp: The heck with everybody else!

Zuehlke: Well we don’t have to buy booze and lose money on it!

Knapp: But Jesus!  If we gonna make $395 net profit on a gallon, on beer we sell for $72 a case an cost us $12 you guys want to go to $3.  And then you…  I can’t believe it you guys wanna stick it to em that bad.  Go up, go up on two fifty to three dollars or to three twenty five for bar booze!

Zuehlke: Something for a quarter will go up the first of January and the fifty cents will go up the first of July, right Dave?
Campbell: The fifty cent things would go up an additional 25 cents in July if that’s what you all decide.  Otherwise do it all in January.

Knapp: Ya know I’m going to tell you something, when I was on the Board at the Eagles, we didn’t make much money and somebody says to me well maybe we should have to raise the drink.  I said for Heavens sake if da people don’t come in there now you think they gonna come by raising the drinks, we lower the drinks 20 cents.  Well we picked up business then we slowly went back up.  A quarter or fifty cents.  I tell ya some of you don’t ever go in business for yourself you go under.

Zuehlke: Is there a motion?

Nokes: This on both, right?

Koehn: What’s the thoughts as far as the Council’s feelings, are we thinking twenty five cents now and 25 cents more in July, is preferable to do it all at once, I mean, what’s other people’s thoughts?

Knapp: Well if you do it you might as well scare them away right away!

Nokes: When did we do our last 25 cent increase?

Campbell: Last January.

Nokes: Last January.

Knapp: I don’t know why you guys want go up that much money, I just don’t…  For me it don’t make different, I don’t go in there, I wouldn’t patronize that place!
Koehn: Well, we got a real nice facility over there the least we can do is the best we can to keep it going and get it going into profit.

Knapp: Yeah but there is a limit how much you can charge too.

Koehn: And looking at what I’ve paid at other places and comparing it to this, it’s….

Knapp: But we are not other places, we Parkers Prairie.  Other places making money.  How many people you got in there everyday in the Liquor Store?

Mesker: Councilman Werner, I believe your complaining about that it’s not making a profit in one sentence…

Knapp: So they…

Mesker: in the next sentence, let me finish, you are saying that we can’t attempt to make a profit?  Do people have choices as to where they want to go?

Knapp: But go up that much right away?

Mesker: Do they have choices?

Knapp: The people? Yeah, they go other places!

Mesker: Well, we will see maybe, huh?

Knapp: Well then raise it!

Mesker: Well, let’s not in one sentence say one thing with you logic and in the next sentence say another thing with your logic, OK?  You want it to have a profit.
Knapp: Yes.

Mesker: Yet you are unwilling to attempt to have a profit.

Knapp: But if you get to high then they won’t come either then we gonna make less.  Why do you want to raise it fifty cents a drink, why only go up a quarter raise it fifty cents, doesn’t matter.

Mesker: You are complaining about a raise altogether?

Knapp: Huh?

Mesker: You are complaining about a raise altogether?

Knapp: Yeah, we are going for two fifty to three dollars for bar booze.

Mesker: You were complaining about a quarter also. OK.

Knapp: No, I was complaining about the fifty cents, goin up fifty cents.  Well raise it then.  I don’t care.

Mesker: What I’m saying is just in one sentence don’t have a logic of one thing and in the next sentence have a logic of a different thing counter that.  That’s all I’m saying.
Knapp: I said “By going that high…”

Koehn: Personally I would rather see it staggered.  Even if we’re going to do it.

Zuehlke: A quarter now, and….

Koehn: And then again in six months if that’s….   Personally I’d rather see it staggered rather than going up fifty cents all at once.

Zuehlke: Somebody make a motion that way?

Knapp: I do.  I make a motion.

Zuehlke: Quarter now and another quarter in July.
Knapp: It’s on everything now, not just the drinks.

Koehn: And the additional fifth cents in Jul is based on the proposed schedule here…

Zuehlke: Yeah.

Koehn: …so those that are a quarter are a quarter now and that’s it.

Knapp: Yeah, right.

Koehn: OK, just wanted to clarify what your motion was.

Knapp: Yeah.

Nokes: The quarter is not until January though…

Koehn: Right.

Nokes: I’ll second it.

Zuehlke: Motions been made and seconded.  Any more Discussion?  Call for a vote.  All in favor say aye.

Vote in Favor: Zuehlke, Nokes, Knapp, Mesker and Koehn.
c)   Opposed: None.
7) Motion by Koehn to adopt the Event Center Budget as presented.  Second by Nokes.
a) Discussion: Schroeder commented that the City has two great facilities and we should keep a positive attitude and promote them.

b) Vote in Favor: Zuehlke, Nokes, Knapp, Mesker and Koehn.
c)   Opposed: None.
8) Motion by Mesker to approve hiring Carlson Highland to conduct the City Audit for calendar year 2009.  Second by Nokes.
a) Discussion: Knapp: Ya know 11,500 I think we should go out for bids.  That’s a lot of money maybe can save a thousand, fifteen hundred.  There’s enough accountants around so we don’t have to stay with the same thing years ago we always changed.  I mean we got it went out for bids and I think we should go out for bids.  Eleven thousand five hundred dollars, that’s a heck of a lot of money if we can save a thousand fifteen hundred you can use it sumthin else.
Koehn: (to Campbell) Do you know what last years rates were?
Campbell: Same.  I think that’s a will-not-exceed price not…

Nokes: (agrees)

Koehn: There are a lot of other accountants out there but not a lot that so government audits.  And those that do government audits, that’s actually not a bad fee.  That’s actually quite reasonable for a city this size.

Knapp: Ness-Waller-Pearson does it, Jeff Dinham does it there’s a lots of ‘em in Alec does it.  We had them all before over time.
Koehn: That’s the two in Alec that do ‘em.  Used to be Ness Waller, now it’s Larson Allan.

Knapp: Which one we goin get a price?  What’s wrong with that?

Koehn: That’s certainly a possibility but their actually quite competitive.

Knapp: I, I, if ya can save a thousand dollars, that’s a thousand bucks we could save.

Zuehlke: Anybody else got any discussion?  Kim?

Schroeder: I’d just like to mention that we’ve had our auditors for several years and they do know a lot about our books and they come every year and we can get done very quickly and if we were to go with a new company I think it would take more time for them to figure out how I do my book(s) to get to the correct figures at the end of the year and these guys come in and they really do an excellent job, so I guess whatever you decide.

Knapp: So then you don’t care about the cost, I do!
Schroeder: I’m not saying I don’t care what it costs I’m saying I think they do a good job and as Brian mentioned there are probably competitive prices out there but they might charge more because they have to…

Knapp: That’s what we can find that out if ya get a price from ‘em how much they charge.  It’s just, to me, I mean they comparative but I…

Zuehlke: Does this have to be approved tonight…

Knapp: no…

Zuehlke: or can we approve it next…?

Campbell: It doesn’t have to be approved tonight.

Knapp: No, because the book don’t end till what? 31st December? Yeah.

Mesker: Who are the businesses you were talking about?

Knapp: Well there’s, we could go to….

Koehn: Ness Waller is now Larson Allen which is where I work so we would not be able to get a fee quote from them.  The other one in Alexandria is Dinham Folkert.
Knapp: Yeah, because Dinham done it before because, I know them this well and them guys for many years Dan and Stave but you can check it out, there’s nothing wrong with you get…., it don’t say you have to change, but we can save a thousand fifteen hundred dollars, we can certainly use the money.  And they all good they got this, this CPA so they know what their doing.  Maybe their not interested but, find out.
Zuehlke: I make a motion to table it till next time?

Mesker: You said December 31st we have to have…

Campbell: Yeah, that’s when they want….

Koehn: They will need to be here…

Campbell: …they will need to be notified.

Knapp: Well call ‘em call a couple of places in Alec and see if they want to put in their bids.

Mesker: Just in Alec?

Campbell: We have to advertise it if were gonna, we can’t just start making phone calls.

Knapp: You guys don’t do that anymore, Larry, down here?
Koehn: We still do ‘em but our firm wouldn’t be independent of the City as I work there and I’m on the Council here so our firm could not perform the audit for the City.  But, no, we still do ‘em, as a matter of fact that’s all I work on.

Knapp: Yeah, it just, I talk to Steve the other day and Steve sold out ya know…

Koehn: That’s all I work on is government audits, cities and school districts.

Knapp: I suppose he didn’t know you was on the City Council otherwise he still do it. Then, then Jeff is the only one left, in Alec?  Dinham Folkert does ‘em, ah.  How about Hockert, Lee?
Koehn: I don’t know if he’s doing a lot for cities, I know he’s doing some smaller non-profits I don’t know many cities he’s doing now.

Knapp: He does the Eagles for us, the Eagles club and he does some other places in Alec.

Koehn: I know he’s doing some fire relief and things like that but I don’t know how many cities he’s doing.

Knapp: Now you can check with Lee Hockert and den Jeff Dinham.

Mesker: Yet if we were to do this it’s advertised.

Campbell: Yeah we need to advertise it.

Koehn: And putting it out this late there won’t be so much, ah, how do I put it, people won’t be as aggressively pricing it for competitive purposes putting it out this late.

Knapp: I don’t know why every thing has to take it down to the last minute Zuehlke I don’t understand you…

Zuehlke: Why don’t we go along with this this year and next year put it out on bids?

Mesker: Brian, you say this is a pretty competitive bid?

Koehn and Nokes: (agree)

Mesker: Werner, I think that’s a pretty good thing that Don’s got here.

Knapp: Huh?

Mesker: How about, as he said, get it a little bit ahead next year, get it a little bit ahead next year, OK?

Knapp: But thins be slidin around here…

Mesker: Just slow down, OK? I think that’s a very good idea, ya know, lets get ahead, you have a good idea, you have a good idea.
Knapp: Yeah but we shoulda talk about it three or four months ago.

Mesker: OK, OK, OK, well we’re sayin here, OK, slow down, it’s a great idea lets do it next year, OK?

Knapp: Yeah, that’s OK with me.

Mesker: You going to be on Council next year?

Knapp: No, I’m gonna get off and I’m goin to run for mayor next Fall.

Mesker: Well now we have meetings comin up, May, April, June, we can get that on the Agenda and get this advertizing goin.  That’s reasonable.

Knapp: All year long there’s so much stuff trickle down….

Mesker: That’s reasonable, isn’t it?

Knapp: Yeah.  The meeting lasts a half hour how you can take care of City business in a half hour Council Meeting.  Everything so cut and dried before the meeting.  OK when we was on the liquor store, what what happened with do smoking business…?
Mesker: Well we’re not there right now, we’re working on this…
Zuehlke: And we’re not covering that tonight, it’s not on the agenda, so…

Knapp: Well you said we gonna have an agenda this meeting..
Zuehlke: We talked about it, yes, we got it straightened out.  You can’t just cut out smoking period, it just don’t work that way.

Knapp: Well you said you were going to look into it, two months ago..

Mesker: Let’s stay on task, right now!

Nokes: (agrees)
Zuehlke: Is there a motion to approve the Highland, Carlson Highland as Auditor?

Mesker: I make a motion.

Zuehlke: Is there a Second?

Nokes: I’ll Second it.

Zuehlke: Any more discussion?

b) Vote in Favor: Zuehlke, Nokes, Knapp, Mesker and Koehn.
c)   Opposed: None.
9) Motion by Nokes to not waive Statutory liability limits.   Second by Mesker
a) Discussion: If the City were to waive Statutory liability limits courts could award judgments in excess of what the insurance would cover.

b) Vote in Favor: Zuehlke, Nokes, Knapp, Mesker and Koehn.
c)   Opposed: None.
10) Motion by Knapp to put up a board in the event center and the committee, of Donnie and Linda, will meet with the Legion tomorrow evening to decide where in the building.  Second by Zuehlke.
a) Discussion: Zuehlke addressed the room. He states: the Prairie West room is rented by all parties concerned, clubs and anybody that rents it. Everybody pays for that room so my feeling is it don’t belong to nobody. It belongs to the community. Therefore, we have discussed it and my feeling is that there should be nothing put on the wall. Around the whole room there. Now, we (the EC committee) have talked it over, maybe with some discussion with other clubs and stuff we can get some out in the hallway. Some display cases out in the hallway to take care of that. I know you guys like to have it in that room where you can see it all the time but there’s other people that use it and they don’t, have a feeling that they don’t like that stuff on the wall like if it’s a shower, it’s a bridal shower, lady’s lions, whatever. Is there anybody else got any feelings on it?

Legion member: We’re representing the community, Lions clubs everybody. How often do other people come in there? And going to utilize that room, and when they do come in they’re going to see Lions plaque, Legion plaque, community members they might have somebody’s name. I mean, this, it’s good, I don’t know where you’re coming from Don, I just don’t.

Legion member: The Legion is more American than any other organization, I can think of.

Zuehlke: But you let one person, one club…

Legion member: We’re not one club, I think we’re above the rest of them. That’s just a prejudice on my part.

Knapp: Don you said you discussed it, with who, I wasn’t involved then if you discussed it?

Zuehlke: The committee and I.

Knapp: I think Ferley’s right. We should do it. I’m in favor for it, I make a motion to give the Legion permission to put up a plaque.

Zuehlke: What’s it going to look like?

Legion member: Don, let Josh explain.

Legion member: When you walk in the front door of the community center, the 4x8 board that’s there for everybody that’s donated to build it, it would look exactly like that because you…

Zuehlke: In the room itself though?

Legion member: Right. Wherever we get to put it. That’s what it would look like (inaudible)

Zuehlke: Well, that’s what I’m talking about, to put it in the hallway then there won’t be nothing in the room for anybody to discuss about it hanging there and something being up on the wall.

Legion member: And, we brought up at the last meeting, because it was said, you know, what about other groups. They would have to do the same thing as us, come to the meeting, sit here, present it to you and ask to put up a plaque. Or not a plaque, a billboard or a bulletin board. And ah, then you would have to approve it again and they would have to follow suit and make it look exactly like that same thing.

Zuehlke: It’s just going to be a bulletin board?

Legion member: It’s going to look exactly like when you walk in the door it’s a open air back, its oak trim around it a little bit darker and it’s got rosettes in the corner. It’s a 4x8 and about 2” trim. It would be identical to what’s hanging there. And its wood, and ah…

Zuehlke: But you wouldn’t care if it’s in the hallway?

Legion member: It would be nice to have where we hold our meetings at night.

Legion member: It’s not up to me; it’s up to the whole group.

Zuehlke: I know.

Knapp: Why are you so against it? I don’t get it.

Zuehlke: I’m not.

Knapp: Well, you talk against it.

Zuehlke: I’m not. But you let one do it then you’re going to have the old people down there, you’re going to have the Lions women, you’re going to have the Sportsman’s, you’re going to have the Lions will want a bulletin board in there.

Knapp: We take em one by one as they come. But I think if…

Legion member: There’s enough room for probably two on the west wall, two on the east wall and probably three or four on the north wall. And that’s every group we’ve got in town plus a couple probably.

Schroeder (City Clerk): We hold meetings, not we, but there are meetings that are held in there that they like project movies or videos on the wall, so, if you’re, that’s where I’m coming from.

Legion member: So we could leave that east wall blank

Knapp: I think we should give the Legion special privilege.

Nokes: Mr. Mayor I have a question, who would pay for damages?

Zuehlke: Who’s going to take care of this? Um, keep it neat and…

Legion member: That’s what I brought up last month, if we get a 4x8 area, we’re guaranteed we get 32 sq. ft. but we’re also limited to that exact area. We can’t go outside of that. And it would be a well put together plaque, or board that stuff would hang on it and it would be just awards and ah, last year at the Memorial Day service Curt Lind took a photo of all the Legionnaires, that would be put in a frame and hung on there. So it would be all the pictures of everybody sitting here plus another 10-15 guys. And ah, the Legion Baseball team, they’ve got some awards so that would be a lot of the younger people in the community and there’s ah, there’s a couple other things like that. But, a lot of them are, it’d be stuff, photos of people in the community anywhere from 15year old kids up to us sitting here.

Jenny Marquardt (PP Independent): Is this a monument or is this a bulletin board? It sounds like a bulletin board.

Legion member: Yeah, it’s just a bulletin board, that’s all we want.

Legion member: It wouldn’t be a bulletin board as per, as like stick stuff on and stuff like that, we’d mount our awards and different displays. It would be a board for plaques and stuff like that. Not a board for putting agendas on.

Marquardt: So like, glass mounted? Where’s your drawing? Is it glass mounted? Is it, how do you…?

Legion member: I didn’t get a chance to go take a picture but next time you guys get a chance to go up to the community center it’s hangin right there. The oak in the back is about the color of that.

Marquardt: I’ve been down there, I don’t (inaudible)

Legion member: Right when you walk in look right to your left, it’s 4x8.

Legion member: There’s a big board, it has all the people who donated (inaudible)

Legion member: Everybody that donated money for it, they put them on little brass plaques.

Marquardt: Yes.

Legion member: It would be similar to that.

Marquardt: But then how would you put your pictures and have (inaudible) of you guys?

Legion member: We’d have to mount it to it, like a picture, put it in a picture frame and then hang it. Once the stuff went on it, it would, wouldn’t move, it would stay on. It would be permanent. And we wouldn’t change it every month, it’d go on there and it would stay.

Legion member: You know, unless I’m mistaken, nearly all the groups that meet in the event center met in the old community hall. The same bunch of people met there, I never heard a word about all this trouble. How come now, when we move from here over to here, now it’s a big deal?

Knapp: I think the Legion should have the right to do, they do a lot for the town and I, myself, I’m in favor for and I’m going to make a motion to give the Legion (inaudible) put that board up down there.

Nokes: Do you know how many clubs and organizations we have in this town?

Marquardt: 4.

Nokes: More than what we would have, that’s it?

Marquardt: 4 clubs, but then we have (inaudible) like the deer management…

Schroeder: They don’t meet down there anymore. The Sportsman’s, the men’s Lions, the lady’s Lions, and the Legion on a weekly basis at the event center. If you guys notice that plaque wall so easily when you walk in I think it would do the same justice to have it on the wall on the coat room. And when they have to walk that way to go into the room it would be very easy to look at all the plaques (inaudible)

Legion member: The only thing about that though is, is there enough room out there for all the other organizations?

Schroeder: There may not be 4x8 room but there’s going to be, there would be room.

Legion member: for the other organizations because if we put ours out there and they say well we want one and you say well to bad there’s no room and you can’t put it in the room because we didn’t let them. You know what I mean?

Schroeder: Well it could be if they want to contact each club and each club got, would maybe be on board with it, then you figure out who wants to be on board (inaudible).

Legion member: I talked to the couple people from other clubs before I came and they, the Lions, they set their stuff out every meeting and I talked to one person from lady Lions and she said we don’t really have stuff to hang. So, I don’t know if there’s any real interest in any of the other clubs but I don’t want to speak for the other clubs because it’s not right.

Legion member: how many meeting a year happen in that room?

Schroeder: In that room, ah, Audrey and I were talking its on average about two a month. We’d like it to be more and we wish it could be but that’s where I was talking about being proactive and positive about our event center and our community. If everybody give good advice and good event, at the event center…

Legion member: So in other words if the lady’s Lions have a plaque up there and the Lions club has a plaque up there and you got 24 meetings a month in there and you get people walking around, oh, the Lions did this hear, maybe we will be interested in joining the Lions.

Legion member: It would be a big promoter for everybody.

Legion member: I served in the military I should, maybe I should, the Legion is active. That’s why I think it should be in that room and if you have…

Schroeder: But it can be on the other side of the plaque and do the same justice

Audrey Klukken (manager): Cause you don’t just have meetings in there, you have small weddings in there and you have class reunions in there, you have graduation parties, birthday parties, bridal showers…

Legion member: promoting your town while they’re in there

Schroeder: right, but if you’re having your wedding in a room and you have plaques and what not all around and you want to be decorating it for a wedding it’s going to be a difference of opinion. Think about a 20 year old bride, she’s not going to want to have pictures splattered up against the wall when she’s trying to have her wedding reception in there. I’m just thinking as the one who (inaudible)

Knapp: Give me the real purpose why you’re against it.

Schroeder: huh?

Knapp: What’s the real reason you why you against it.

Schroeder: I’m thinking about people who use the room.

Legion member: So are we.

Knapp: Well, so are the Legion. And the Legion does a lot for the town.

Schroeder: every club does. I’m not saying (inaudible)

Knapp: Yes. But the rest the clubs haven’t asked for it yet. But the Legion did. We give the building away; the old senior citizens center down there, the city had no right to sell it. We bought it from the school for $1, when we bought it. And we give it to the senior citizens and to the Legion. It was there building cause we couldn’t have it upstairs, we had to put in a elevator so it can be used so we went bought it from the school down by the football field is, we moved it up here and we said the building for the Legion and the senior citizens. And the city sold it, they never asked anybody, it’s in the minutes, it belonged to them. We gave it to them. It was there building and you guys, well whoever it was you guys sold it.

Klukken: I guess all Kim and I are saying is would you guys be comfortable having it in the hall. I think it’s a great idea, I do think you guys deserve it but can you have it in the hallway instead of in the room. So that when somebody, we went through it last summer in the big room they completely covered just about the whole walls because they didn’t like our décor.

Zuehlke: Ya, they even wanted the projector taken down out of the ceiling.

Klukken: So I mean there are people who are not going to like it.

Schroeder: And we’re trying to look at this as everybody involved not just a single club or this one particular person, you know we’re looking at it as everybody using the event center.

Legion member: I can’t believe that you gals say that some people are not going to like it. You’re talking about guys that were drafted, put into service, went overseas, some never come back and you’re knocking them down. I can’t believe that.

Schroeder: We’re not saying that.

Klukken: We’re not saying that.

Knapp: Ya, I can’t either.

Nokes: Well, let me ask you this, why do you prohibit women from joining your club?

Legion members: (several men talking, most inaudible) one said, I’ve actually asked a couple females to join.

Nokes: My daughters tried more than twice and nothings been done about it.

Legion member: Where, here?

Nokes: Yes.

Knapp: In Parkers Prairie?

Nokes: Yes.

Legion member: I’m in charge of membership and I’ve never heard a word.

Legion member: There’s no way in the world…

Legion member: She can join anytime she’s wants.

Nokes: Well, her stuff never got pass the first person we gave it to. So don’t sit, tell me that your club does more than everybody else. Cause there’s other clubs that do just as much.

Legion member: I think there’s a lot of history involved in our club.

Legion member: If you fall into the right dates you can get in and anytime after September 11, 2001 if you’re, if you fall into that date you can get in.

Legion member: Now, this is something that needs to be taken care of. If your daughter was refused membership in Post 219 of the American Legion there’s not and American…

Nokes: She’s tried twice.

Legion member: …there’s not an American Legion member of 219 that’s ever heard of it.

Nokes: Well.

Legion member: Now how come this is…?
Nokes: I’m not going to tell you who she gave it to.

Legion member: Oh I see.

Nokes: because that would just cause…

Legion member: Oh I see.

Nokes: No, no, that would just cause hard feelings.

Legion member: I read something in the minutes before about (inaudible) hanging paraphernalia on the walls, I think that was the word, paraphernalia. The most important thing that we hang on those walls is a picture of two young men from Parkers Prairie killed in action. And we’re thinking of maybe three more. We can’t have that kind of paraphernalia on our walls?

Knapp: That’s why Parkers Prairie’s going down the drain. Business places closing up. You got a few people that want to run the whole show. It’s got to be there way. My motion still stands for the Legion to go down there and put them up. I make a motion to that. I don’t know what you people got against the Legion.

Marquardt:  You know, if you have those men you’d like to hang, you know, I think a better place would be right in this building. Right in this building. For more than a (inaudible)

Schroeder: You can put it right here, perfect.

Knapp: They don’t meet here in this building.

Marquardt: Well, but for everybody to see Warner, not just the clubs.

Knapp: well, down there everybody can see it too.

Marquardt: (inaudible) so everybody to see.

Knapp: Well, I guess you guys got em all against you.

Schroeder: No, we’re not against you.

Marquardt: We’re not against you.

Mesker: This, ok, I’m just looking here, you know, sometimes a guy’s got a compromise cause I actually like the idea. I know that Dave and I have talked about. I like the idea, I admire the club, I admire most of you here or all you here, k. But I think there has to be some form of compromise and that’s usually how things get done.

Legion member: How did all these people meet in the other building? The same groups we’re talking about. We all met there and there was no problem.

Mesker: Well, one of the things that I think that you want to happen is for a lot of people to see the success and who you have. In general, more people via weddings, etc. will see it if it is displayed in the corridor area here then just in the room.

Legion member: So if…

Knapp: but then to have something going on that (inaudible) they get drunk and then probably take one of the wall and walk out with it.

Mesker: Well.

Knapp: I seen it happen at our place at the Eagles.

Mesker: Odds are people can get drunk in that room too.

Knapp: Well ya.

Legion member: Have we been approved to hang it in the hall?

Mesker: No, I’m just saying that this is a…

Zuehlke: Well, that’s what we’re talking about.

Mesker: That’s what we want to…

Zuehlke: What we’re working out tonight.

Legion member: In your meeting that you had with the event center committee, did they approve us to hang it in the hallway.

Zuehlke: We were going to have a discussion with you or one of the guys on the Legion and the Lions and see if they would go along with something like that. Putting it in the hall instead of in the room.

Mesker: You know, I understand to where you guys are coming from where in that room you would like to have it during your meetings. But I think a combination, but what also has come out of this is a pride. I mean, I think you know enough of what I mean and know about pride and want to promote. Ok, and would it be that you would promote greater to a whole if we did have it in the hallway versus in that room or, or not.

Legion member: Well, it really says, you can drive down 29 and 210 going to Fergus Falls, Underwood up there has a big Legion sign right on the side of the highway coming from both ways you see it. Most towns you go to they advertise VFW, Legion, whatever. We don’t even have a sign on either end of this town.

Schroeder: Yes we do, correction, there is a sign on the city, there’s a sign for the Legion the Sportsman’s and the Lions on the South the city sign. That is a fact.

Legion member: There is?

Schroeder: That is a fact.

Legion member: It’s just an emblem, that’s all it is, is the Legion.

Schroeder: There is a, it’s an emblem and it’s says there’s a Legion in town.

Legion member: That’s all it is.

Schroeder: It’s still an emblem showing that there’s a Legion in town.

Koehn: Who’s going to take response, one question I have for the Legion, who’s going to take responsibility for maintaining, you know, keeping it looking nice and things like that cause I think that’s one concern is, um, if that is, you know, say you are approved to have it up in the room, who’s going to be responsible for maintaining that, um, and keeping it looking nice?

Legion member: We do, we meet once a month and we make sure that…

Legion member: I don’t think that’s going to be a problem.

Legion member: That shouldn’t be a problem at all.

Legion member: We got about 60-70-80 members why I’m sure that’s going to be enough guys to take care of that.

Legion member: A lot a pride.

Legion member: (inaudible) has been a problem in the past, we do put flags up in town here and different cemeteries so we do have a sense of responsibilities so I don’t think that will be a problem.

Legion member: One easy way to take care of that, every year it comes out at the beginning of the year we assign people every month, two people have to bring a snack at the end of the, when we’re down at a meeting and everyone, whenever there’s, you know, number 11 ah, all the certain days that the flags are hung there’s two people that are, it’s we get a piece of paper at the beginning of the year. Everybody is told what they need to do at the beginning of the year; we just have to add in a third thing for each month. One person has to maintain the board. So that will take care of it right there.

Legion member:  Mr. Chairman, did Werner have a second to his motion?
Nokes: huh uh. (no)

Knapp: Well I tell you guys one thing, if it wouldn’t be for the Legion I wouldn’t be living in this country and I have a good life over here, because of the American Legion. And why in the hell you want to deny something like that to the Legion. Anybody else…

Zuehlke: We are not denying something like that to the Legion.

Knapp: We keep on monkeying around.

Zuehlke: They can put it in the hallway.

Knapp: But they don’t want it in the hallway they want it some other place.

Zuehlke: What is this going to do with the other clubs then, if they come and say we want (inaudible).

Knapp: They haven’t been here yet, the Legion came first.

Legion member: I think the Legion is maybe above any of the rest of the clubs if you stop and figure out the guys that are involved in it.

Legion member: That’s what I was going to ask you earlier, if we were approved to put it in the hallway? From the community, the event center committee. Have we been approved to put it in the hallway?

Zuehlke: Not yet, no.

Legion member: ok.

Legion member: Well, we’ll have our meetings in the hallway then.

Zuehlke: huh?

Legion member: We should have our meetings in the hallway.

Knapp: You know you can listen…

Legion member: I can’t see what (inaudible) problem of not putting it in the room.

Legion member(s): Inaudible, several speaking at one time.

Knapp: (inaudible) complain, can we take it from there Donnie. Let them have it and then if there’s complaints we take it from there. For Heavens sakes.

Legion member: Mr. Mesker has a good idea. If it’s in the hallway more people will see it because if you have weddings and stuff there, they generally don’t have a wedding in the smaller room they use the big area. So people that are out in the hall before they go in, they’d see it there whereas they wouldn’t see it if it was in that corner room.

Mesker: You see where we promote our pride in the school with the trophy cases, it’s when you come right in. Not in some room in the far corner of our school.

Legion member: Make a suggestion, tomorrow nights Legion meeting, somebody from the committee come down to the Legion meeting tomorrow night and show us, we can walk through together.

Mesker: Well tha’s what I’m trying to visualize right here, I’m trying to draw (inaudible).

Knapp: What time is the meeting?

Legion member: 7 o’clock.

Knapp: I said the last time they meeting we should’ve meet with them. Go down there get some idea.

Legion member: Well somebody come down, Don you come down there. Just so you can see, show them what you’re talking about and see…

Mesker: I’ve got, I’ve got conferences.

Legion member: Linda go tomorrow, you can bring your daughter to the meeting too. She’s welcome to any meeting at 7 o’clock.

Nokes: She’s overseas.

Legion member: ok.

Nokes: I’ll tell you another thing that upsets me is this picture that you took because she was home then and new nothing about it.

Legion member: I wasn’t there either.

Nokes: No, but I mean how come everybody else knew about it and was taken even before the program and everything.

Legion member: I was in Deer Creek giving a speech, I wasn’t there.

Nokes: Oh I know you weren’t. But it’s like, it needs to be put in the paper so when people even have relatives visiting that are Legion people that they can all be in that picture. They don’t have to be from Parkers, they can be from wherever.

Legion member: That picture was Curt Lind trying to do a good thing. He donated the picture, the, all the pictures that he ah…

Nokes: How did everybody else know to be there for the picture?

Legion member: He just showed up and took the picture and he said I screwed up. I just talked to him about it at Veterans Day and he said that next year I’m going to put it in the paper earlier because there was a lot of people that weren’t there.

Nokes: Cause I brought that up that’s why.

Legion member: So I, I didn’t know anything about it either until 6 months after it was done so, cause there was quite a few people that weren’t in it. And he was just trying to do a good thing and it ah, you know, think it all the way through I guess.

Legion member: Can we get a yes or no?

Knapp: Ya, I made a motion you can call for it see if there’s a second or.

Zuehlke: Warner had a motion to put it in the room, is there a second?

Campbell: Motion was to put up the board, didn’t specify where.

Zuehlke: ok. Could you specify where?

Knapp: Ya, wherever the Legion wants it, that’s my motion. Wherever they want to put it.

Zuehlke: ok. Is there a second?

Mesker: Can I amend the motion? To, I like what Josh is talking, or Blayne is talking about here. I know I can’t I have conferences tomorrow and I already mess this up here last Wednesday night but ah, um, that we have this meeting at the event tomorrow at 7. I think a lot of things, it’s easy to talk sometimes here and, but I myself, even though I’ve been in the event center, I’ve been sittin here doodling trying to figure things out both in room and out and I think it’d be best to visualize this too, as a whole. I think also, it would be good where, if I need to get out of conferences then I’ll, you know, if that’s the case I’ll try to but I, like I said missed a set already. But ah, I think it’d also be good to, you said your boards in the senior center yet right? Is it, is it still there?

Legion member: Well, we got the old one ya, but you wouldn’t want to put that up.

Mesker: No but just to get a, you said it was right, about the same thing right?

Legion member: Yep.

Mesker: Kind of visualization. Um, it’s a, it’s kinda like as a coach you say you gotta visualize making a free throw before you can make it.

Legion member: If we could say yes or no if we can have it. We can always compromise one way or the other of where we’re going to place this thing. I can’t see…

Knapp: Well at least give them permission to let them put it in the building. I don’t know what your problem is with our American Legion. I just don’t get that. I’m just mad that somebody talks against the Legion.

Schroeder: You can’t take this personal though, you shouldn’t be taking this personal. It’s just a matter of…

Knapp: We own the building, the city owns the building. The people in town owns the building and I’m not (inaudible) but people call me from out of town. That buildings owned by taxpayers in town. Always defend somebody else or some, I just don’t get it. The school is completely different, they got in the hallway, it’s got nothing do with the city.

Koehn: What’s the Legions views of having it in the hallway?

Legion members: (several talking) Well, that’s why I brought it up to visualize…(several talking, inaudible)

Mesker: I think that’s a really good idea.

Legion member: I could stand here an argue no, no, cause I know what the wall looks like in the room where we want to put it but we’re, Don’s talking about out in the hall, I can’t visualize where he’s talkin. So that’s where I said tomorrow night where we can get with a committee and down there, so we can see where they’re talkin about and they can see where we’re talkin about and we can go from there…

Mesker: Ya, I think that’s be good.

Legion member: …where our ideas are.

Knapp: Otherwise it takes another month so we should make a motion tonight so you can put it in the building and then we can decide tomorrow night, we go down there and look at. But if we don’t make a motion tonight then we have to wait for the next meeting again, if you decide. Or you got to call a special meeting, you know, if you decide tomorrow night put it in the hallway. Then there’s another month goes by.

Legion member: Alright, was there a decision on the committee to let us hang a plaque or…

Knapp: Ya that’s all we have to do then we decide if we want to put it.

Legion member: I mean, if you guys decide if we can hang a plaque…

Legion member: So like, it’s, it’s that, we’re allowed to hang it pending where it’s decided where we can.

Knapp: Exactly.

Mesker: So let’s make this motion correct.

Knapp: My motion is for them to put it in the building. That’s my motion. And then we can go and look at it, where they want to put.

Legion member: Where we want to put it or the room we’re allowed to put it.

Knapp: Ya.

Legion member: Legally I think you got to second that motion and you gotta come back with an amendment to the motion.

Knapp: (inaudible) just put in the building; don’t specify tonight where they put it till tomorrow night till they look at that.

Zuehlke: I’ll second the motion and then somebody can, you going to amend it?

Mesker: Well I just say, in amending it on the, how do I say this, how should we say what we were just talking about? Is amending it…

Campbell: It should be…

Koehn: Amend it that will approve the placement of the billboard in the event center pending location to be chosen. Something like that…

Mesker: Ya. That we’re somehow going to meeting (inaudible) and the Legionnaires and so forth.

Knapp: Go down there tomorrow night then they can decide right there. Then they can get started, you know, we can decide tomorrow night where to put it. Then anybody should come, they don’t want to come so they come out then say well I wasn’t there at the meeting. So you guys…

Marquardt: So the meeting continues tomorrow at the event center?

Knapp: Well, for the Legion.

Legion member: Tomorrow night ya.

Mesker: You have a meeting tomorrow.

Legion member: Our meetings are at 7.

Mesker: We’re just going to show up and we’re going to, is that the understanding?

Campbell: Open meeting law.

Koehn: I think we’re concerned about open meeting law so if we close our meeting tonight without proper notification we can’t go as a quorum to the Legions meeting tomorrow so I think we’re concerned about open meeting law, so I think…

Zuehlke: Are you available to go?

Knapp: Then we don’t go over there tonight.

Mesker: The committee could go, right?

Campbell: Yes.

Koehn: Uh huh. (yes)

Mesker: Like I said I’m not on the committee, I’ve got conferences anyway.

Zuehlke: Linda and I will go down there tomorrow night.

Marquardt: Isn’t the committee also subject to open meeting law and need 24 hour notice?

Zuehlke: Not just for the committee meetings, it’s two of us.

Marquardt: I think it does for those to though.

Campbell: There not a quorum.

Zuehlke: We’re not a quorum.

Marquardt: Even if it’s just two of you in a committee you are a quorum then once (inaudible).

Knapp: Ya, you can make a decision tomorrow, you know what the lawyer said, you have to report to the council.

Zuehlke: Why they have three there to be a quorum.

Knapp: I know but the committee, you cannot make a decision on your own; you have to bring it up at meeting the whole council has to decide. Why don’t you close the meeting for half hour and you go down there?

Legion member: Can’t you approve it one way or the other if we can put up a board and then decide at the (inaudible).

Zuehlke: Well, we’re talking about tomorrow night. I’ll maybe going to be there, there’s only two of us can go down there.

Legion member: Well can’t you…

Zuehlke: If there’s three of us we got to have a meeting.

Campbell: We can’t do cause we don’t have notification.

Knapp: But the two of them can’t decide either they have to bring in front of the city council then they have to decide.

Campbell: Unless, unless you delegate to them to make a decision with the Legion where you’re going to place it.

Knapp: Ya.

Mesker: So…

Legion member: I don’t know why, correct me if this is wrong, if this council gives the two of you, or the committee, the right to meet with the Legion tomorrow night for the fully purpose of deciding whether to be here or there, and, then what that decision is then that’s it.

Zuehlke: Yep.

Knapp: Ok, then I make a motion to that to authorize the committee with the Legion for tomorrow night to pick the spot with the Legion where they want to hang it.

Mesker: So Warner, you and I and Brian cannot be there, it’s just Don and her.

Knapp: That’s what I just said, (inaudible) make a motion, I make a motion so that they can ok it, you know, tomorrow.

Koehn: Is that satisfactory to the Legion members, I mean, is that, obviously it’s a step in the door but is that, is that going to work to make everyone happy? Um, I have to excuse myself I have another meeting I have to go to?

Nokes: I have a question though? Are there members of the event center can be there though? Or not?

Campbell: Well, it’s just you two and me. You mean you’re talking about Gerry and…

Nokes: Shorty.

Legion member: So that you don’t have to waste your time waiting through our meeting, could we do it at 7:30, have you show up at 7:30…

Zuehlke: Yep.

Legion member: …cause then you don’t have sit all the way through our meetings. Unless you’d like to, I mean, that’s up to you.

Zuehlke: Well I belong to the Legion anyway so.

Legion member: Ya.

Zuehlke: But if she, she can go down there at 7:30 we’ll do that.

Knapp: Because if you don’t decide tomorrow night there’s going to be another one, then it’ll be next year again.

Zuehlke: Um, is there a second to that.

Campbell: You second it.

Zuehlke: Ya.

Campbell: You can, you can ah, second the…

Nokes: Amendment.

Zuehlke: Amendment.

Campbell: Amendment, ya, thank you.

Zuehlke: I second the amendment.

Campbell: ok.

Zuehlke: I’ll call for a vote all in favor say I.

(All members of the council present voted I; Brian Koehn was absent at this time.)

Zuehlke: Oppose? Motion carried.

Legion member: How does that amendment read now?

Zuehlke: Dave.
Campbell: Ah, Warner made a motion to put up a board in the event center and the committee, of Donnie and Linda, will meet with the Legion tomorrow evening to decide where in the building.

Zuehlke: Ok?

Legion members: Ok, thank you.

Zuehlke: We had a discussion but we got through her.

Mesker: Thank, thank you guys.

b) Vote in Favor: Zuehlke, Nokes, Knapp, and Mesker.
c)   Opposed: None.
11) Motion by Knapp to pay October bills as presented.  Second by Nokes. 
a) Discussion: Nokes asked about a $25 check noted reimbursement.  This was reimbursement for swimming lessons that the person was not able to attend.  A check to Ringnecks was voided because it was not received.  Another reimbursement check was remainder of an Event Center deposit that was not ‘spent’ through amenities...  
b) Vote in Favor: Zuehlke, Knapp, Mesker and Nokes.
c) Opposed: None.
12) Motion by Knapp to sell DUI forfeit car by highest bid.  Second by Nokes. 

a) Discussion: Chief Whiting explained to the Council that the City had acquired a 1989 Oldsmobile through a DUI arrest.  Whiting had just received the new title to the car and it could be put up for sale.  This would be done by public bid.  The car would be advertized in the Independent newspaper.  Bids would be due by noon, November 30, 2009. 
b) Vote in Favor: Zuehlke, Knapp, Mesker and Nokes.

c) Opposed: None.

13) Motion by Mesker to permit Chief Whiting to order a new patrol car.  Second by Nokes.

a) Discussion: Chief Whiting explained to the Council that the City has purchased a new patrol car every four years for the past 12 or 16 years.  The old marked car then becomes the unmarked car.  After four years as a marked car and four years and an unmarked car the maintenance costs begin to climb.  The car would be ordered off the State contract at $21,969. With delivery in March.  The money is in the bank and Whiting does most of the installation of lights, radios, etc. 
b) Vote in Favor: Zuehlke, Knapp, Mesker and Nokes.

c) Opposed: None.

14) A motion to adjourn was made by Knapp and seconded by Nokes.  The meeting ended at 8:10 P. M.
Respectfully submitted
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