REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING

August 17, 2009  7:00 PM
Those present were Donald Zuehlke--Mayor, David Schmidt, Linda Nokes, John Zimmerman, Werner Knapp and David Campbell.  Also present were Doug Whiting—Police Chief, Jennifer Marquardt—Independent,  Tom Meyers, Cookie Johnson, Audrey Klukken, Larry Welch, Jeff Samuelson (later), Merl Pexsa, Gilmore Jahnke, and John Kamphake.
1) Call to Order and Pledge.

2) Motion by Knapp to amend agenda by adding R-1 zoning question before MLS incident.  Second by Nokes. 
a) Discussion: None. 
b) Vote in Favor: Zuehlke, Zimmerman, Nokes, Schmidt and Knapp.
c) Opposed: None.
3) Motion by Knapp to approve the minutes for July 20, 2009.  Second by Zimmerman.
a) Discussion: Nokes pointed out that she opposed the motion in item number two. Campbell will correct the minutes.
b) Vote in Favor: Zuehlke, Nokes, Zimmerman, Schmidt and Knapp.
c) Opposed: None.

4) Motion by Knapp to deny Jeff Samuelson’s request to remove two fence sections along his west property line.  Second by Schmidt.
a) Discussion: Mayor Zuehlke read Samuelson’s request to remove sections of fence on his west property line citing visibility and safety reasons.  Samuelson also cited higher traffic count since original request in 1996, number of school age children and elderly that use that area as a crossing, especially dangerous when adverse conditions are present.  Part of a variance granted to Samuelson at a Special Council meeting held October 15, 1996 states: A six to eight foot screening fence of some mutually acceptable design will be constructed from the NW corner of the building to the North property line.  Samuelson was not present for the discussion.
b) Vote in Favor: Zuehlke, Zimmerman, Nokes, Schmidt and Knapp.
c)   Opposed: None.
5) Motion by Knapp to approve a Lions raffle permit request.  Second by Schmidt.
a) Discussion: Drawing will be held at the high school football field during half-time during the October 2nd Homecoming game.
b) Vote in Favor: Zuehlke, Nokes, Zimmerman, Schmidt and Knapp.
c) Opposed: None.

6) Motion by Knapp to deny request to hire Crystal Klukken as a part-time wait staff and bartender for the Event Center.  Second by Schmidt.
a) Discussion: Knapp states that he is strongly opposed to hiring Crystal because she would be supervised by her mother.  He did not agree with three people from one family working up there.  Schmidt agreed.  Nokes said that the kids working a busboys and dishwashers weren’t hired through the Council because they only work a couple times a year.  Knapp stated that everyone has to be hired by the Council.   
b) Vote in Favor: Zimmerman, Schmidt and Knapp.
c) Opposed: Zuehlke, Nokes. 
7) Motion by Knapp to Table the question of a person camping on a vacant lot.  Second by Schmidt. 

a) Discussion: Diane Jesnowski is camping on John Schmidt’s lot at the intersection of 5th Ave and Centre St.  She has a screen gazebo and a small RV.  The Police have had two dog calls (loose and barking).  The question is whether this is an allowed activity in a single family residential (R-1) zone.  The Ordinance states that single family-dwellings are permitted uses in an R-1 district.  Mayor Zuehlke pointed out that she does not have water, sewer or electricity.  Schmidt asked about heat and septic because cold weather is not far away.  There have been some complaints about the situation.  The RV is currently licensed.  Knapp asked Chief Whiting to talk to the neighbors, if they were OK with it, then he (Knapp) was OK with it.  Schmidt pointed out that some residents will have family visit for a week or so and they park a RV in front of the house.  Knapp suggests we leave it alone until more complaints come in. 
b) Vote in Favor: Zuehlke, Nokes, Zimmerman, Schmidt and Knapp.
c) Opposed: None. 
8) Motion by Nokes to close the meeting.  Second by Zimmerman.
a) Discussion: The meeting was closed for preliminary consideration of allegations or charges against an individual subject to the Council’s authority.  The meeting was closed at 7:26 P.M.
b) Vote in Favor: Zuehlke, Nokes and Zimmerman.
c) Opposed: Schmidt and Knapp.

9) Motion by Nokes to reopen the meeting.  Second by Knapp.
a) Discussion: The Council considered preliminary allegations or charges against an individual subject to the Council’s authority.  The meeting was reopened at 7:47 P.M.
b) Vote in Favor: Zuehlke, Nokes, Zimmerman, Schmidt and Knapp.
c) Opposed: None.

10) Motion by Nokes to authorize the Liquor Store committee to conduct an investigation into the incident at the Liquor Store on August 1st.  Second by Schmidt.
a) Discussion: None.
b) Vote in Favor: Zuehlke, Nokes, Zimmerman, Schmidt and Knapp.
c) Opposed: None.

11) Motion by Schmidt to take up a Tabled request from Mike Hollatz for a No Compete Clause from the City with local business.  Second by Knapp.
a) Discussion: This issue was tabled at the July meeting. 
b) Vote in Favor: Zuehlke, Nokes, Zimmerman, Schmidt and Knapp.
c) Opposed: None.

12) Motion by Schmidt to not do a Non-Compete Clause with local business.  Second by Knapp.
a) Discussion: Before the motion was made, Marquardt suggest that the City consult with an attorney for possible conflicts with anti-trust laws.  The staff will let the Event Center committee know about unusual requests for the Event Center and the committee may bring it to the full Council.
b) Vote in Favor: Zuehlke, Nokes, Zimmerman, Schmidt and Knapp.
c) Opposed: None.

13) Discussion. Knapp handed Campbell a paper requesting hourly wages, hours worked per week, overtime accrued per pay period, overtime used, check amount for employees in City Hall, Maintenance and Liquor Store, but not the Police Department.  

14) Motion by Nokes to pay July bills as presented.  Second by Zimmerman. 
a) Discussion: None.
b) Vote in Favor: Zuehlke, Nokes, Zimmerman, Schmidt and Knapp.
c) Opposed: None.

15) Discussion: Mayor Zuehlke read a Minnesota Department of Health public pool inspection report.  After the Abigail Taylor accident, the Dept. of Health is responsible for pool inspections.  The pool needs flow meters on the pool return line to be properly installed and the handrails need to be tightened.  The diving board needs to be removed because the diving well does not meet depth and size requirements.  The pool was built over thirty years ago and the current standards may not have been in place.  After the pool is drained we will measure the diving well to determine if it does or does not meet standards.
16) Discussion. Mayor Zuehlke read a letter from Architect Paul Ringdahl regarding roof leaks at the Liquor Store.  Ringdahl noted the repairs he inspected in detail, they appear to be adequate and the flashing cap installation is appropriate. (Letter attached)
17) Special Council meeting will be held on September 3rd, 2009 at 7:00 P.M. to review the General Fund budget.

18) A motion to adjourn was made by Knapp and seconded by Zimmerman.  The meeting ended at 8:15 P. M.
Respectfully submitted
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