REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING

June 15, 2009  7:00 PM
Those present were Donald Zuehlke--Mayor, David Schmidt, Linda Nokes, John Zimmerman, Werner Knapp and David Campbell.  Also present were Kim Schroeder—City Clerk, Richard and Linda Schaffer, Kathee Carlson, Anna Wark, Gaynell Ratajesak, Terry Carlson, Brian Jacobson—Highland  Ray Caauwe, Gilmore Jahnke, Tom Myers--Independent, and John Kamphake.
1) Call to Order and Pledge.

2) Motion by Nokes to approve of Minutes of May 18, 2009.  Second by Zimmerman.
a) Discussion: None. 

b) Vote in Favor: Zuehlke, Nokes, Zimmerman, Schmidt and Knapp.
c) Opposed: None.

Public Hearing opened at 7:02 P.M.

3) Motion by Knapp to approve a variance request by Mr. & Mrs. Schaffer if the building committee reviews the staking and approves the site.  Second by Schmidt.
a) Discussion: Schaffer’s requested a variance to the 10-foot setback.  They want to add onto the north side of the detached garage.  The addition would encroach 6-feet into the 10-foot setback.  Knapp objected that the Schaffer’s had not staked the proposed addition and the building committee had not stopped by the property.  The Schaffer’s had the neighbors sign off on the building permit request.  The variance request was published and no objections were received.
b) Vote in Favor: Zuehlke, Nokes, Zimmerman, Schmidt and Knapp.
c) Opposed: None.

Public Hearing closed at 7:05 P.M.

4) Motion by Zimmerman to approve Resolution 09-07, A Resolution Authorizing Contract for Services and Signature Authority.  Second by Nokes
a) Discussion: The Fergus Falls Housing and Redevelopment Authority requires a contract between them and the City in order to administer the DEED grant.  The Resolution authorizes the contract and authorizes the Mayor, City Administrator and City Clerk to sign necessary papers to proceed.
b) Vote in Favor: Zuehlke, Nokes, Zimmerman, Schmidt and Knapp.
c) Opposed: None.

5) Motion by Nokes to approve Resolution 09-08, A Resolution and Proclamation for the American Cancer Society Relay for Life Paint Parkers Prairie Purple Day.  Second by Zimmerman.
a) Discussion: Kathee Carlson introduced Anna Wark and Gaynell Ratajesak as co-workers on the Relay for Life project.  This is a major fund raiser for the American Cancer Society in Douglas County and the 25th anniversary of the Relay for Life.  Carlson said they were aliening with Douglas County because that is where most cancer survivors receive their treatment.  This years Relay for Life will be held on July 10th at the Jefferson High School athletic field.  The designated color is purple.  Carlson hopes that the City will support the Relay for Life by adopting Resolution 09-08 and the Proclamation for the American Cancer Society Relay for Life: Paint Parkers Prairie Purple Event and wear purple ribbons on July 6th, 2009.
b) Vote in Favor: Zuehlke, Nokes, Zimmerman, Schmidt and Knapp.
c) Opposed: None.

6) Motion by Knapp at approve two raffle permits for the Parkers Prairie Lions for Fall Festival.  Second by Schmidt.
a) Discussion: Tom Myers noted that one raffle was for cash prizes and the other was for kids with a BB gun for a prize.
b) Vote in Favor: Zuehlke, Nokes, Zimmerman, Schmidt and Knapp.
c) Opposed: None.

7) Motion by Knapp to Table a request by the Fireman’s Relief Association’s request for a $50 a year increase in retirement.  Second by Schmidt.
a) Discussion: Ray Caauwe asked the Council to consider a $50 increase in firefighter’s retirement.  Currently, firefighter retirement is $950 per year of service payable after twenty years of service.  Caauwe listed a number of area communities with Fire Departments and their current retirement benefit.   
b) Vote in Favor: Zuehlke, Nokes, Zimmerman, Schmidt and Knapp.
c) Opposed: None. 
8) Motion by Schmidt to approve a contract for $6,426 with Otter Tail County to seal coat the streets in Ponderosa Estates.  Second by Knapp.  
a) Discussion: The streets in Ponderosa Estates have never been seal coated.  ASTECH Corp of St. Cloud will be the contractor.
b) Vote in Favor: Zuehlke, Nokes, Zimmerman, Knapp and Schmidt.
c) Opposed: None.
9) Motion by Nokes to hire Katrina Dickinson ($6.25) and Katrina Zimmerman ($6.15) as lifeguards.  Second by Zuehlke. 
a) Discussion: Dickinson will not be available until late July and would probably not get many hours.
b) Vote in Favor: Zuehlke, Nokes, Knapp and Schmidt.
d) Opposed: None.
e) Abstain: Zimmerman.
10) Motion by Knapp to Table action on Terry Carlson’s wind turbine proposal pending information from County Assessor Bob Moe.  Second by Schmidt.
a) Discussion: Terry Carlson is President of Prairie Wind Energy, LLC.  The company is planning on erecting 40 wind turbines around the Parkers Prairie area with a substation north of Parkers.  Carlson is proposing locating a wind turbine on the west dry corners of the irrigator land.  The site complies with all set-backs from lakes and wet lands.  Knapp was concerned that the city’s property tax will increase if the wind turbine is installed.  Carlson has consulted with County Assessor Bob Moe and has been assured that the land will remain classified as Ag land and appraised as such.  Knapp wants a letter from Bob Moe about the taxes.  Carlson stated that the wind turbine would be considered as personal property of Prairie Wind Energy and would be subject to a production tax.  Eighty percent of that tax will go to the County, fourteen percent to townships or cities and six percent to school districts.  Carlson will have long term contracts with Great River Energy, Otter Tail Power or Minnesota Power to buy the power in place before he starts construction.  He wants local contractors to do as much of the construction as possible.  Construction of all forty wind turbines should be complete in six months.  He would be responsible for rebuilding and maintaining the access road.  Schmidt observed that the project would be no cost to the City.  Zimmerman stated that the State has a requirement for Green Energy production.  The City would get $100 a year just for agreeing to be a site.  The City keeps the $700 and is released from any further obligation if the project is not up and running in seven years.  Campbell will contact Bob Moe for tax information.
b) Vote in Favor: Zuehlke, Nokes, Zimmerman, Knapp and Schmidt.

d) Opposed: None.
11) Motion by Knapp to accept the Audit for 2008 as presented.  Second by Nokes.
a) Discussion: Brian Jacobson from Carlson Highland presented the Audit for 20089.  He reviewed and explained the Audit Opinion on page two of the Audit.  He then went on to review and explain the Governmental wide and Business Activities on pages 14 and 15 respectively and noted that the information from the City was fairly presented.  Jacobson then went to page 39 and noted the funds with negative balances.  He then explained the need to watch funds on deposit because the FDIC insurance ceiling for funds on deposit will revert to $100,000 at the end of 2009.  Jacobson then reviewed the findings.  Because the City has only one accounting person on staff does not have adequate separation of duties in cash receipts and cash disbursements.  The City is aware of the issue and they have included controls where possible.
b) Vote in Favor: Zuehlke, Nokes, Zimmerman, Schmidt and Knapp.
c) Opposed: None. 
12) Discussion: Knapp is concerned about the weeds on the former Annis property.  Campbell has sent the current owners a letter.  He is also concerned about an old commercial freezer, an old couch and some garbage behind the garage on Donald Zuehlke’s Aunt’s former property.  Zuehlke stated that he would remove it. 
13) Motion by Nokes to pay the May bills as presented.  Second by Knapp.

a) Discussion: None.

b) Vote in Favor: Zuehlke, Nokes, Zimmerman, Schmidt and Knapp.
c) Opposed: None. 
14) Discussion. Larro Hilgren told Knapp that he had to wait five minutes to get a drink at the Liquor Store.  Knapp also said the Liquor Store manager was working and did not have a Liquor Store shirt on.  Employees will be reminded that if they are on the clock they must have the shirt on.
15) A motion to adjourn was made by Knapp and seconded by Zimmerman.  The meeting ended at 8:12 P. M.
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