REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING

April 20, 2009  7:00 PM

Those present were Donald Zuehlke--Mayor, David Schmidt, Linda Nokes, John Zimmerman, Werner Knapp and David Campbell.  Also present were Doug Whiting—Police Chief, Tom Myers--Independent, John Kamphake and Jody Ackerman with Boy Scouts Tyler Koep, Danny Aldrich and Josh Burnett.
1) Call to Order and Pledge.

2) Motion by Nokes to approve of Minutes of February 17, 2009.  Second by Zimmerman.
a) Discussion: None. 

b) Vote in Favor: Zuehlke, Nokes, Zimmerman, Schmidt and Knapp.
c) Opposed: None.

3) Motion by Zimmerman to accept the donation of a defibrillator from the Western Area City County Cooperative (W.A.C.C.O.).  Second by Nokes.
a) Discussion: Chief Whiting introduced Laurie Mullen, the Executive Director of W.A.C.C.O.  W.A.C.C.O. is a government cooperative consisting of 27 city and 10 county governments in West Central Minnesota.  It was formed in 1993 to share equipment, as well as, to cut costs through cooperative purchasing and regional training.  The W.A.C.C.O. staff is the coordinators for the project, with requests for training and cooperative purchases coming from city and county staff.  W.A.C.C.O. started writing grant requests for defibrillators in 2002 and has placed more than 100.  In addition to the defibrillator, W.A.C.C.O. is giving the City one registration to Crisis Intervention Team Training worth $700.  The Council gratefully acknowledged W.A.C.C.O. donations to the City.
b) Vote in Favor: Zuehlke, Nokes, Zimmerman, Schmidt and Knapp.
c) Opposed: None.

4) Motion by Nokes to approve Resolution 09-03, A Resolution for USDA Signature Authority.  Second by Schmidt.
a) Discussion: The City inherited some CRP acres on the former Christensen land.  USDA requires corporate bodies to designate individuals as authorized to sign papers on behalf of the corporate body (City).
b) Vote in Favor: Zuehlke, Nokes, Zimmerman, Schmidt and Knapp.
c) Opposed: None.

5) Motion by Zimmerman to approve Resolution 09-04, A Resolution for Signature Authority.  Second by Nokes.
a) Discussion: New Mayors must have the Council grant them signature authority. 
b) Vote in Favor: Zuehlke, Nokes, Zimmerman, Schmidt and Knapp.
c) Opposed: None. 
6) Motion by Nokes to approve Resolution 09-05, A Resolution for Check Signature Authority.  Second by Schmidt.
a) Discussion: New Mayors must have the Council grant them signature authority for checks and for the use of their facsimile stamp.  Nokes reminded the Mayor to go to the Bank and get on the signature card.
b) Vote in Favor: Zuehlke, Nokes, Zimmerman, Knapp and Schmidt.
c) Opposed: None.

7) Motion by Schmidt to approve a commercial building permit request submitted by ProAg.  Second by Nokes. 
a) Discussion: ProAg is requesting permission to replace their bulk fertilizer plant with a code compliant facility that will be approximately three times larger.  The existing tower will remain as is.  
b) Vote in Favor: Zuehlke, Nokes, Knapp and Schmidt.
d) Opposed: None.
e) Abstain: Zimmerman.
8) Motion by Nokes to hire Stephanie Noska as part-time wait staff.  Second by Zimmerman.
a) Discussion:  Zuehlke stated that the Liquor Committee had interviewed Noska and feel that she would be a good addition to the staff.
b) Vote in Favor: Zuehlke, Nokes, Knapp and Schmidt.

d) Opposed: None.
9) Motion by Zimmerman to hire part-time seasonal employees as follows:


Charlie Bates

Lifeguard

$6.35



Julia Bates

Lifeguard

$6.85



Brittany Bjerketvedt
Lifeguard

$6.75



Jennessa Moeller
Lifeguard

$6.75



Brandon Saude
Lifeguard

$6.25



Casey Trujillo

Lifeguard

$6.35



Dannielle Zwieg
Lifeguard

$6.45



Kaylee Dorn

Lifeguard pending certification
$6.15



Joshua Martinson
Lifeguard pending certification
$6.15



Heather Pullins
Lifeguard pending certification
$6.15



Danielle Zwieg
Manager

$9.50



Dedra Zwieg

Swimming Instructor
$13.25


Second by Schmidt
a) Discussion: Knapp wanted to know how long the City was going to subsidize the pool operation.  Mayor Zuehlke said this year’s pool operation was already budgeted and this motion was for hiring staff.  Nokes said the pool manager needs to be more assertive, deal with complaints and make sure the lifeguards wear the lifeguard swimsuits.  
b) Vote in Favor: Zuehlke, Nokes, Knapp, Zimmerman, and Schmidt.

d) Opposed: None. 
10) Motion by Nokes to accept the West Lake St. Feasibility Study as presented by Brian Hiles.  Second by Schmidt. 
a) Discussion: Brian Hiles began by saying that Minnesota Statute 429 sets up the steps that are to be followed when doing a project that involves assessments.  When a Petition is submitted to the Council for improvements, the Council must determine if the petition is valid and then accept it.  Next the Council calls for a Feasibility Study, accepts the Feasibility Study then calls for a Public Hearing.  The petition calls for curb, gutters and paving on West Lake St. from Hwy 29 to South Sunset Ave.  West Lake St. was reconstructed in 2002 when the water main was installed.  The street would be 31 feet from back of curb to back of curb.  There would be storm water catch basins by the florist shop and by the existing storm water pond.  The City and residents would split the cost of the curb, gutter and pavement 50/50.  Storm water costs would be split 75% to the City and 25% to the residents.  The estimated cost is $160,000; the residents share is $75,600 and the City’s share is $84, 400.  In addition, the City has frontage equal to $18,291 for a total City cost of $102,655.  The project would start mid-July and be completed mid-September.  Streets with curb and gutter last longer, help define streets, better safety and require less maintenance for grading and dust control.

As an alternative, West Lake Street could just be paved at a project cost of about $98,000.  Schmidt asked how many residents signed.  Campbell stated over 50 percent.  Schmidt asked if it wasn’t City policy that street improvements include curb and gutter and if so why was a pavement only option even being offered.  Campbell said that a previous Council had agreed that future street improvements should include curb and getter but that policy had not been strictly followed.  Nokes asked about drainage by the flower shop.  Hiles said catch basins would be installed downhill from the flower shop and empty into the existing MNDot ditch.  Knapp wanted to know why the City had to spend money on Engineers, why we couldn’t have Mark’s Sand & Gravel or somebody just do it.  Hiles replied that if a project was going to be assessed, Statute required the project be engineered.
b) Vote in Favor: Zuehlke, Nokes, Zimmerman, Knapp and Schmidt.
c) Opposed: None.

11) Motion by Nokes to call for a Public Hearing on May 4, 2009 at 7:00 P.M.  The purpose of the Hearing is to present the West Lake St. curb, gutter and paving project to the public.  Second by Schmidt.

a) Discussion: A notice will be put in the newspaper and letters will be sent to residents directly affected by the project.  

b) Vote in Favor: Zuehlke, Nokes, Zimmerman, Schmidt and Knapp.
c) Opposed: None. 
12) Discussion: Campbell informed the Council that the City was not selected for a Safe Routes to School grant.  A grant to Fergus Falls for $50,000 was the only award in MNDot District Four.   
13) Motion by Nokes to pay March bills as presented.  Second by Zimmerman.

a) Discussion: A question was asked about checks to L.M.C.I.T.  Campbell said they were probably property insurance premiums for the different departments.  Whiting asked if they were Workman’s Comp premiums.  Campbell will find out.  (Workman’s Comp).
b) Vote in Favor: Zuehlke, Nokes, Zimmerman, Schmidt and Knapp.
c) Opposed: None. 
14) Notices: Board of Review is scheduled for April 28, 2009 from 9:30 to 10:30 AM.  State law requires a quorum be present.  Council members Zuehlke, Nokes and Knapp agreed to be present.
15) Discussion: Nokes asked why the City Police were driving around at dusk without having headlights turn on.  Whiting replied that the police car headlight or “running light” do not turn on automatically.  He was working those evenings and just neglected to turn the lights on and he will try to be more diligent in the future.
16) A motion to adjourn was made by Nokes and seconded by Zimmerman.  The meeting ended at 7:50 P. M.
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