REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING

January 20 2009   7:00 PM

Those present were Donald Zuehlke--Mayor, David Schmidt, John Zimmerman, Linda Nokes, Werner Knapp and David Campbell.  Also present were Tom Myers--Independent, Dan Carlisle—City Attorney, Dave Monsour—Union No. 70, Doug Whiting—Police Chief, Kim Schroeder, Audrey Klukken—MLS Manager, Donna and Bob Rurup, Laurie Greiner, Kylie Morman, Hal and Sandra Wilke, John Potratz, Jeff Arnold, Gilmer Jahnke, Carold Hilgren, Gene Payne, Tammy Larson and John Kamphake.
1) Pledge and Call to Order.

2) City Administrator David Campbell swore in Council members David Schmidt and John Zimmerman.  Mayor Donald Zuehlke and Council member Werner Knapp were sworn in January 5th and 6th respectively.
3) Motion by Nokes to approve Resolution 09-01, a Resolution adopting Rules of Procedure.  Second by Schmidt.

a) Discussion: City Attorney Dan Carlisle provided the Council with an orientation of their responsibilities and limits of their authority.  Attorney Carlisle’s notes are attached.  Zuehlke followed up by saying that outbursts and foul language will not be tolerated and the agenda will be followed.
b) Vote in Favor: Zuehlke, Schmidt, Zimmerman, Knapp and Nokes.

c) Opposed: None.

4) Discussion: Mayor Zuehlke gave member Knapp three minutes to speak.  Knapp stated that Audrey (Klukken) had taken cigarettes, pop and candy last fall and had not paid for them.  City Attorney Carlisle interrupted and stated that if there were any allegations against a city employee, the employee has the opportunity to have a closed meeting or the City would be in violation of the government Data Practices Act.  Knapp pressed for an emergency meeting and Carlisle suggested that this was not an emergency and that it should be properly put on an agenda for the next meeting.  The matter will be investigated for the February meeting.
5) Motion by Nokes to approve Minutes of December 15th, 2008.  Second by Schmidt.
a) Discussion: None.

b) Vote in Favor: Zuehlke, Schmidt, Nokes and Zimmerman.
c) Abstain: Knapp.
d) Opposed: None.

6) Motion by Zimmerman to approve Minutes of December 30th, 2008.  Second by Schmidt.

a) Discussion: Nokes said she did not second item 7.  Zuehlke stated that he seconded item 7.  Campbell will make the correction.
b) Vote in Favor: Zuehlke, Schmidt, Nokes and Zimmerman.

c) Abstain: Knapp.
d) Opposed: None.

7) Discussion: Tammy Larson addressed the Council and stated that she was happy that everything was done.  She also said that she was disappointed that nobody had just approached her parents.  Knapp expressed concern that no one had talked to the Hardekopf’s.  Knapp stated that when the irrigators were first installed the city had just talked with Marvin and it was taken care of.  Zuehlke asked Campbell for a little history.  Campbell stated that he had tried to discuss renewing the lease as early as 2005 with both the Hardekopf’s and the Christensen’s but both were slow to answer.  There were several attempts to discuss a solution before the Council decided to pursue the Eminent Domain process.  Zuehlke thanked Larson for her comments.
8) Discussion: Zuehlke announced the following committee assignments: 


Zuehlke: Personnel and Police.

Nokes: Acting Mayor, Liquor Store and Event Center.


Zimmerman: Ambulance, Streets & Lights, Fire.


Schmidt: Water, Sewer, Buildings


Knapp: Pool, Park, Weeds.

       Knapp stated that he did not accept his committee assignments that he was on the
citizen’s Committee.
9) Discussion: Zuehlke announced the Regular Council meeting date as the third Monday of the Month at 7:00 P.M.  If that Monday is a legal holiday, the meeting will be held the next business day.
10) Motion by Schmidt to designate Midwest Bank, Parkers Prairie, as the official depository for the City.  Second by Zimmerman.
a) Discussion: None.
b) Vote in Favor: Zuehlke, Knapp, Zimmerman, Schmidt.
c) Abstain: Nokes

d) Opposed: None.

11) Motion by Nokes to designate the Parkers Prairie Independent as Official Newspaper for the City.  Second by Schmidt.
a) Discussion: None.

b) Vote in Favor: Zuehlke, Knapp, Zimmerman, Schmidt and Nokes.
c) Opposed: None.

12) Motion by Nokes to designate Dan Carlisle as City Attorney.  Second by Zimmerman.
a) Discussion: None.

b) Vote in Favor: Zuehlke, Knapp, Zimmerman, Schmidt and Nokes.
c) Opposed: None.

13) Motion by Zimmerman to amend the Union contract to add Kim Schroeder.  Second by Knapp.  
a) Discussion: Dave Monsour stated that currently Local Union 70 of Operating Engineers covers all employees of the Public Works Department.  He has received an application from Kim (Schroeder) and would like to add her to the contract.  (We would need to) make appropriate changes in the contract so she would be covered.  Knapp asked Kim why she wanted to join the union, did she feel she was under paid or mistreated by the City?  Kim replied that she just want to cover her employment bases.  Knapp asked her to be more specific you want to cover.  Kim replied that she thought her wages are appropriate, where they need to be.  She just wants correct treatment when it comes to certain employment discussions.  Knapp said that a few years ago when we started the union he thought he could slough off when he joined the union.  Kim replied absolutely not.  Knapp continued that’s when I out my foot down when I was mayor.  I don’t mind you join the union but if you’re looking for personal gain, maybe less hours or something I mean, you know.  Jeff Arnold then asked Knapp if he was saying we (maintenance employees) are sloughing off?  Knapp replied no, I said years ago before you came.  Arnold replied that he had been here 15 years.  Knapp replied that you (Arnold) wasn’t here when Clint was here OK, he died, that’s who I was talking about, Clint Meissner.  Zuehlke asked for a motion to amend the contract for Kim Schroeder to (join) the union?  Knapp asked Schroeder if she paid her own union dues.  Schroeder replied yes, well, I don’t currently pay union dues but the employees (who) are union pay their own union, correct.  Knapp stated he had no objection.
b) Vote in Favor: Zuehlke, Knapp, Zimmerman, Schmidt and Nokes.
c) Opposed: None.
14) Motion by Nokes to hire Valerie Revering as Liquor Store wait staff.  Second by Knapp.
a) Discussion: None.
b) Vote in Favor: Zuehlke, Knapp, Zimmerman, Schmidt and Nokes.

c) Opposed: None.

15) Motion by Zuehlke to transfer $3,201.13 from the Medical Trust Fund to the Ambulance Service.  Second by Nokes.
a) Discussion: Campbell explained that the Medical Trust Fund was set up from the proceeds of the sale of the Parkers Medical Clinic to Broadway Medical.  The Hospital Board wanted to dissolve and the Clinic was its last asset.  While the Hospital Board had taxing authority the Clinic was operated and maintained with lease income.  Tax dollars were very diluted and the Hospital Board felt transferring it the City to maintain was the best course of action.  When the City sold the Clinic some people thought the proceeds should be given to the Ambulance Service.  Eventually the Medical Trust Fund was established by Ordinance and has a Board.  The Board is made up of the Mayor, City Administrator, the Ambulance Administrator, the President of the Ambulance Board and a fifth member from the former Hospital Board acts a Chairperson.  The Board receives the financial report for the past year and recommends to the City Council the interest income be transferred from the Trust to the Ambulance Service for any purpose the Ambulance Board deems appropriate. 
b) Vote in Favor: Zuehlke, Knapp, Zimmerman, Schmidt and Nokes.

c) Opposed: None.
16) Motion by Schmidt to approve cigarette licenses for the following businesses:

(i) Municipal Liquor
(ii) JJ’s Gas & Grocery

(iii) Dick’s Standard

(iv) Sammy’s One Stop

Second by Nokes
a) Discussion: None.

b) Vote in Favor: Zuehlke, Knapp, Zimmerman, Schmidt and Nokes.

c) Opposed: None.

17) Motion by Zimmerman to approve On-Sale licenses for the following businesses:

(i) Shyster’s (Requesting Strong Beer & Wine License)

(ii) Prairie Event Center 

(iii) Municipal Liquor
Second by Nokes.

a) Discussion: Schmidt asked if we had the same request last year from Shyster’s for a Strong Beer and Wine License.  Nokes confirmed that Shyster’s made the same request last year.
b) Vote in Favor: Zuehlke, Knapp, Zimmerman, Schmidt and Nokes.

c) Opposed: None.

18) Motion by Knapp to approve Off-Sale licenses for the following businesses:

(i) JJ’s Gas & Grocery

(ii) Sammy’s One Stop

(iii) Shyster’s 

(iv) Municipal Liquor

Second by Zimmerman.

a) Discussion: None.

b) Vote in Favor: Zuehlke, Knapp, Zimmerman, Schmidt and Nokes.

c) Opposed: None.

19) Motion by Nokes to approve licenses for Pool Tables, Games, and jukebox for Shyster’s,  and Municipal Liquor.  Second by Knapp.
a) Discussion: Nokes asked what games meant.  Campbell answered video games.
b) Vote in Favor: Zuehlke, Knapp, Zimmerman, Schmidt and Nokes.

c) Opposed: None.

20) Discussion: Knapp expressed concern that the Liquor Store had a total income of $562,910 and a net loss of $37,910. Knapp wanted to know if anyone could explain why the Liquor Store lost so much money.  Zuehlke stated that the question would be referred to committee and put on the next agenda.  Knapp asked Campbell if he could explain the loss.  Campbell stated that there was more expense than revenue and pointed out that the Liquor Store has $25,000 in depreciation and $50,000 Bond payment expense that we did not have at the old Liquor Store.  Knapp was still concerned that something was wrong but would wait for the next Council meeting. 
21) Discussion: Campbell informed the Council that the City Attorney had to file two more documents with the Court and the process is complete.  Item closed.
22) Discussion: There is no word on the status of the Sidewalk grant request. 
23) Discussion: West Lake Street paving petition on hold till April when residents return.  
24) Discussion: Campbell reported that work on the maintenance building is complete except for some painting. 
25) Motion by Nokes to pay the December bills and late bill as presented.  Second by Zimmerman.
a) Discussion: Campbell noted that under Fire Operations the checks with the last three digits of 106 were fireman’s volunteer wages, $10 per meeting attended.  Schmidt asked about the check to Alex Tech.  Campbell explained that was for training for the newly hired firefighters.
b) Vote in Favor: Zuehlke, Knapp, Zimmerman, Schmidt and Nokes.

c) Opposed: None.

26) Notices: February’s meeting will be held on Tuesday, February 17th.

27) Motion by Schmidt to accept the Liquor Store Off-Sale inventory for December, 2008.  Second by Nokes.

a) Discussion: Campbell explained that the Off-Sale is physically inventoried and compared with the computer inventory twice a year.  Members of the Liquor Committee can come in and randomly check two or three items inbetween the full inventory.  
b) Vote in Favor: Zuehlke, Knapp, Zimmerman, Schmidt and Nokes.

c) Opposed: None.

28) Recognition of Citizens not on Agenda: Gene Payne, President of the Parkers Township Board of Supervisors introduced himself and welcomed the new Council members.
29) A motion to adjourn was made by Zimmerman and seconded by Knapp.  The meeting ended at 8:12 P. M.
Respectfully submitted
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