REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING

December 15, 2008  7:00 PM

Those present were Larry Lahman--Mayor, Blayne Ferley, Linda Nokes, Donald Zuehlke, David Schmidt and David Campbell.  Also present were Tom Myer--Independent, Dan Carlisle—City Attorney, Audrey Klukken, Tammy Hardekopf and John Kamphake.
1) Call to Order and Pledge.
2) Motion by Nokes to approve the Minutes of November 17th, 2008.  Second by Ferley.
a) Discussion: None.
b) Vote in Favor: Lahman, Schmidt, Zuehlke, Ferley, and Nokes.
c) Opposed: None.

3) Motion by Zuehlke to approve the Minutes of December 1st, 2008.  Second by Nokes.
a) Discussion: None.
b) Vote in Favor: Lahman, Schmidt, Zuehlke, Ferley, and Nokes.
c) Opposed: None.

4) Motion by Ferley to close the meeting to discuss pending litigation pursuant to Statute 13D.05, Subdivision 3(b): Meetings may be closed if the closure is expressly authorized by Stature of permitted by Attorney-Client privilege
a) Discussion: None.
b) Vote in Favor: Lahman, Schmidt, Zuehlke, Ferley, and Nokes.
c) Opposed: None.
Closed meeting began at 7:02 P.M.

5) Motion by Ferley to open the meeting to public.  Second by Nokes.
a) Discussion: None.  
b) Vote in Favor: Lahman, Schmidt, Zuehlke, Ferley, and Nokes.
c) Opposed: None.

Closed meeting concluded at 7:56 P.M.

6) Motion by Schmidt to authorize our legal counsel to proceed with the authority discussed in the closed meeting and to contact opposing counsel to explore settlement possibilities.  Second by Ferley.
a) Discussion: None.
b) Vote in Favor: Lahman, Schmidt, Zuehlke, Ferley, and Nokes.
c) Opposed: None.

7) Motion by Ferley to adopt General Fund budget as approved at the August 18th, 2008 meeting.  Second by Nokes.
a) Discussion: Lahman noted that the Truth in Taxation was held December 1st and there were no comments or objections.  Ferley asked if we should adopt the budget when the Governor was considering reducing the Local Government Aid payment.  Campbell explained that any LGA cut would reduce reimbursement for funds already spent.  By Statute, the City must certify its next years levy by the end of December.  The prospect of a reduced LGA payment in 2009 is an unknown at this time and we can’t raise the levy at this time anyway.
b) Vote in Favor: Lahman, Schmidt, Zuehlke, Ferley, and Nokes.
c) Opposed: None.

8) Motion by Zuehlke to approve and sign Union Contracts for 2009.  Second by Schmidt.
a) Discussion: None.
b) Vote in Favor: Lahman, Schmidt, Zuehlke, Ferley and Nokes.
c) Opposed: None.
9) Motion by Ferley to adopt Resolution 08-10, A Resolution Approving the Premise on which Charitable Gambling will be Conducted.  Second by Zuehlke. 
a) Discussion:  The Sportsmans Club wants to conduct a raffle in support of the Gappa benefit to be held at the Prairie Event Center but their site license is for the Municipal Liquor Store.  This Resolution will allow them to conduct the raffle on their license “off-site”.
b) Vote in Favor: Lahman, Schmidt, Zuehlke, Ferley and Nokes.
c) Opposed: None.

.
10) Motion by Zuehlke to adopt Resolution 08-11, A Resolution to Amend the AbbeyMoor Medical Inc. Business Subsidy Agreement.  Second by Schmidt. 
a) Discussion:  AbbeyMoor Medical met all the goals outlined in the JobZ Business Subsidy Agreement as of the 2006 report.  A design problem as identified in 2007 that caused another year long reviewed by the FDA.  This delay stopped marketing and production for 2007 and resulted in layoffs.  The end of year JobZ report for 2007 indicated only 12 of the 15 required retained full time jobs.  The Business Subsidy Agreement exempts “claw-back” of benefits when the goals of the Agreement have been substantially met and any short fall is beyond their control.  Because of political scrutiny of the Governor’s JobZ program, DEED was required to take some action for not meeting goals.  Through negotiations with DEED, AbbeyMoor Medical and the City, AbbeyMoor Medical will be allowed to lower its new job creation from 15 to 10 reportable at the end of 2009 but the term for benefits will be reduced by two years.  The City is responsible for the Business Subsidy Agreement therefore the Resolution authorizing the amendment to the Agreement.
b) Vote in Favor: Lahman, Schmidt, Zuehlke, Ferley, and Nokes.
c) Opposed: None.
11) Motion by Ferley to adopt Resolution 08-12, A Resolution to allow the City to participate in the County 2009 Seal Coat contract.  Second by Zuehlke. 
a) Discussion: The pavement in Ponderosa Estates is the last of the paving projects that were constructed with a good solid base and can be maintained by crack sealing and seal coating.  Campbell noted that signing up to participate does not obligate the City to participate.
b) Vote in Favor: Lahman, Schmidt, Zuehlke, Ferley, and Nokes.
c) Opposed: None.
12) Motion by Zuehlke to hire Miranda Looker as Warming House Attendant.  Second by Schmidt.
a) Discussion: Campbell advertised for someone over 18 years of age and has First Aid training.  Nokes asked to review the other applications.  All other applicants were under 18 years of age and only one of them indicated First Aid training. Looker was the only applicant over 18 with First Aid training.
b) Vote in Favor: Lahman, Schmidt, Zuehlke, Ferley and Nokes. 
c) Opposed: None
13) Discussion: No news about the Safe Routes to School grant request was submitted in November.  Results will be announced early 2009.
14) Discussion: Campbell recommended that the Public Hearing for the Lake St. paving project be held later in the Spring when the snowbirds have returned. 
15) Discussion: The Maintenance Building rehab is going well.  They will finish putting the OSB today.  The heat will be finished today.  The electrical is done except for the outlets on the walls.  Painting will be done by Thursday.  They will start working on the new section as soon as materials arrive.
16) Motion by Zuehlke to pay the November bills as presented.  Second by Nokes. 
a) Discussion: Schmidt asked about payments Banyan (software maintenance fees), MainStreet Designs (replacement light pole Christmas decorations reimbursed by insurance), and Ambulance Service under the Swimming Pool Department (hours for Bob Huckle winterizing the pool).
b) Vote in Favor: Lahman, Zuehlke, Schmidt, Ferley and Nokes.

c) Opposed: None
17) Notices: Town hall Meeting with Sen. Skogen and Rep. Murdock on Tuesday December 16th at 11:45 A.M. in the Training Room.  Tom Myers stated that he thought he had published a notice that the meeting was to be Wednesday at 11:45.  Campbell will confirm with Sen. Skogen’s office.
18) Motion by Ferley to remove the title of Liquor Store Manager from the City Administrators Job Description.  Second by Schmidt.
a) Discussion: Ferley stated that Campbell would continue with the higher level management of the Liquor Store as he does with all other functions of the City.
b) Vote in Favor: Lahman, Zuehlke, Schmidt, Ferley and Nokes.

c) Opposed: None

19) Motion by Ferley to promote Audrey Klukken from Head Bartender to Liquor Store Manager.  Second by Nokes.
a) Discussion: Klukken has taken classes as requested and has assumed the responsibility of the day to day operation.   
b) Vote in Favor: Lahman, Zuehlke, Schmidt, Ferley and Nokes.

c) Opposed: None

20) Motion by Ferley to place the following question on the ballot of the 2010 General Election in accordance with Minnesota State Statute 340A.602.

  “Shall the Municipal Liquor Store be Closed?”

If the majority of voters vote YES, the City must sell the Municipal Liquor Store, both On- and Off-Sale, not more than 30 months following the date of the election but not before the 2012 audit is complete.  If the Municipal Liquor Store shows a profit in any year, the City is not obligated to sell the business.  

If the majority of voters vote NO, the City Council will annually consider the continued operation of the Municipal Liquor Store in accordance with Minnesota Statute 340A.602 until the Municipal Liquor Store shows a profit.
a) Discussion: Ferley felt the community should have a voice in the continued operation of the Municipal Liquor Store.   
b) Vote in Favor: Lahman, Zuehlke, Schmidt, Ferley and Nokes.

c) Opposed: None

21) Discussion: Ferley thank the other members of the Council for serving with him.  He stated that he found it a rewarding experience and one that everyone should do at least once.  He also expressed his appreciation to City Administrator Dave Campbell for his research and guidance on the many issues that confront the City.  Lahman also thank the other Council members.  Lahman said he had worked for the City for 11 years and was on the Council for 14 years.   
A motion to adjourn was made by Nokes and seconded by Zuehlke.  The meeting ended at 8:35 P.M.
Respectfully submitted





Attested to
David Campbell






Donald Zuehlke
City Administrator






Mayor 
