REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING

October 20, 2008  7:00 PM

Those present were Larry Lahman--Mayor, Blayne Ferley, Linda Nokes, Donald Zuehlke, David Schmidt and David Campbell.  Also present were Dan Carlisle—City Attorney, Jennifer Marquardt--Independent, Tammy Larson, Gary Doering, Kim Schroeder, Jeff Arnold and John Kamphake.
1) Pledge and Call to Order.
2) Motion by Nokes to approve Minutes of September 15th, 2008.  Second by Ferley.
a) Discussion: Item #3.  Need to change the name from Schmidt to Zuehlke.
b) Vote in Favor: Lahman, Schmidt, Zuehlke, Ferley, and Nokes.
c) Opposed: None.

3) Motion by Ferley to close the meeting pursuant to Statute 13D.05, subd 3(b): Meetings may be closed if the closure is expressly authorized by statute or permitted by the attorney-client privilege.  Second by Schmidt.
a) Discussion: The meeting was closed to discuss the offer to settle the eminent domain proceedings from the Hardekopf’s Attorney.  Meeting closed at 7:07 P.M.
b) Vote in Favor: Lahman, Schmidt, Zuehlke, Ferley, and Nokes.
c) Opposed: None.
Mayor Lahman declared the meeting reopened at 7:41 P.M.
4) Motion by Ferley to reject Attorney Seeger’s demand for settlement in the eminent domain proceedings with Hardekopf Trust.  Second by Zuehlke.  
a) Discussion: The issue of damages has been presented to the Commissioners at a hearing held October 14, 2008.  Their report will be made to the Court in early December.  The Council decided they wanted to wait for the Commissioners report.
b) Vote in Favor: Lahman, Schmidt, Zuehlke, Ferley, and Nokes.
c) Opposed: None.

5) Motion by Zuehlke to adopt Amendment 1 to Chapter 5, Part 7 of the City Ordinance regarding Adults only businesses.  Second by Schmidt.  
a) Discussion: The City adopted an Adult Entertainment Ordinance on August 15th, 2005.  The Ordinance has been tested at the Supreme Court of the United States.  The State Legislature has put together a Statute regarding Adult Entertainment, part of which covers all local governments unless they opt out.  Parts of the Statute are being challenged in court.  This Amendment opts out of the State Statute to our tested Ordinance.
b) Vote in Favor: Lahman, Schmidt, Zuehlke, Ferley, and Nokes.
c) Opposed: None.

6) Motion by Ferley to adopt Resolution 08-07, a City Winter Maintenance Agreement with Otter Tail County.  Second by Nokes.
a) Discussion: The Resolution is required by the County.  The Resolution states that the City may use up to 30 cubic yards of sand-salt and will be billed at the $24 per cubic Yard.  This is a $1 per cubic yard increase from last year. 
b) Vote in Favor: Lahman, Schmidt, Zuehlke, Ferley, and Nokes.
c) Opposed: None.

7) Motion by Nokes to approve Resolution 08-08, a Resolution supporting Safe Routes to School.  Second by Zuehlke.
a) Discussion: The Safe Routes to School grant application requires letters of endorsement from the school district, the City, the County and our MNDot District to the City. Sending a letter to our self makes no sense so the Resolution was drafted to show the City’s support of the project.
b) Vote in Favor: Lahman, Schmidt, Zuehlke, Ferley and Nokes.
c) Opposed: None.
8) Motion by Ferley to approve the Ambulance bingo permit date from November 15th to November 22nd 2008 and the location from the Elementary School to the Event Center.  Second by Schmidt.
a) Discussion: A scheduling conflict with the school required the changes.  Gambling Control asked that the Council approve the requested changes and forward the changes to Gambling Control.
b) Vote in Favor: Lahman, Schmidt, Zuehlke, Ferley and Nokes.
c) Opposed: None.

9) Motion by Zuehlke to make a $500 a year contribution for two years to the West Central Initiative Endowment Fund.  Second by Nokes.
a) Discussion:  The City has contributed to the Endowment fund in the past.  Urbank Machine and AbbeyMoor Medical have both received loans from WCI.  The donation will come out of the Economic Development line item of the General Fund. 
b) Vote in Favor: Lahman, Schmidt, Zuehlke, Ferley, and Nokes.
c) Opposed: None.
10) Motion by Ferley to accept a bid of $9,950 from North Star Pump Service to replace the main sanitary lift station controls.  Second by Zuehlke.   

a) Discussion: Jeff Arnold explained that the controls are of a 1960 vintage and are obsolete.  There have been problems with the controls in the past.  Failure of the controls would result in a spill into Lake Adley.  The existing system uses a bubble system to determine liquid level in the wet well.  The system depends on a small compressor that runs off and on continuously with no backup.  Re-routing the inlet plumbing will expose the galvanized pipe in the wet well for the bubble system to constant turbulence that will probably brake the pipe.  The new controls will replace the bubbler system with a liquid level transducer and a system of floats for backup.  North Star Pump Company bid $9,950 for a new control panel including transducer, float backups, installation and disposal.  A 2004 bid from N.D. Sewage Pump Company for similar equipment was between $16,000 and $20,000.  Another 2004 bid from Electric Pump was $13,937 and did not include labor.   
b) Vote in Favor: Lahman, Schmidt, Zuehlke, Ferley, and Nokes.
c) Opposed: None.

11) Motion by Nokes to approve a one day liquor license for Sunday, November 16 2008 for a wine tasting at the wedding expo.  Second by Schmidt. 
a) Discussion: Pat at Liquor Control said we could have a wine tasting on Sunday if we submitted a request for a one day liquor license. 
b) Vote in Favor: Lahman, Schmidt, Zuehlke, Ferley, and Nokes.
c) Opposed: None.
12)  Discussion: Campbell attended the Safe Routes to School workshop in St. Cloud.  He received a lot of good information that would have been difficult to get from the web site.  Campbell met with the school officials and they will provide a letter of support.  Because Parkers Prairie has a population of less than 5,000 the County must be the fiscal agent and endorse the project.  When the application is complete it must go to MNDot District 4 for their concurrence.  The County GIS office is providing map graphic support.
13) Discussion: Land Team is working on the feasibility study for paving W. Lake St.  

14) Motion by Ferley to proceed with the W. Lake St. water and sewer extension project to include a 72” manhole.  Second by Schmidt.
a) Discussion: At the last meeting the Council approved the extension of water and sewer mains on W. Lake Street and rerouting the inlet to the main sanitary lift station.  JJ’s Company was asked to put a proposal together.  JJ’s Company Bid was $63,273 and an additional $3,495 for an upgrade on the end manhole from 48 inch diameter to 72 inch diameter.  The Bid was higher than expected because of the depth of the excavation (20 ft.) and the possibility of ground water.  The 2008 State Legislature changed the bid laws to allow direct negotiation of projects up to $100,000.  The end manhole is close to the same depth as the wet well and a 72 inch manhole with provide twice the “storage” of a 48 inch manhole if there is a problem with the lift station.  
b) Vote in Favor: Lahman, Schmidt, Zuehlke and Ferley. 
c) Opposed: Nokes.
15) Motion by Ferley to hire Shircliff Construction to renovate the maintenance building and add a 20 by 40 foot addition on the east end for office and workshop.  Second by Zuehlke.
a) Discussion: Campbell presented two estimates from two Architects for three different building types of buildings as a joint facility with the County.  The City’s share ranged from $355,000 to $507,000.  The insurance settlement on the old building will be in the range of $60,000.  The Council did not feel a new building was absolutely necessary.  Shircliff Construction bid renovating the old building at $65,044.50 and B&H bid $68,250.00.
b) Vote in Favor: Lahman, Zuehlke, Schmidt, Ferley and Nokes.
c) Opposed: None.
16) Motion by Zuehlke to apply City Hall Lease/Purchase interest savings to help pay for the Maintenance Building addition.  Second by Ferley.  
a) Discussion: A year or two ago the City paid off the Lease/Purchase on the City Hall building from General Fund reserves.  The principle payment was to continue coming from the General Fund budget to repay the General Fund reserves and the interest payment was a savings.  Schroeder suggested using the interest savings to help pay for the addition.
b) Vote in Favor: Lahman, Schmidt, Zuehlke and Ferley. 
c) Opposed: Nokes.
17) Motion by Nokes to pay the September bills as presented.  Second by Schmidt. 
a) Discussion: JJ’s Company submitted a late bill for the field access by the former Hardekopf land and an additional $244.87 for a hydraulic piston he picked up for the City.  The piston from the snowplow was damaged in the fire. 
b) Vote in Favor: Lahman, Zuehlke, Schmidt, Ferley and Nokes.
c) Opposed: None.
18) Discussion: Truth-n-Taxation Hearing will be held Monday, December 1st at 7:00 P.M.  The follow-up meeting will be held Monday, December 15th at 7:00 P.M. 
19) Motion by Ferley to send a letter to the Otter Tail County Sheriff expressing concern about how fast Deputies drive through town.  Second by Zuehlke. 
a) Discussion: Ferley stated that on Friday, October 17th an Otter Tail County Sheriff’s car came through town at a very high rate of speed.  He felt that the Deputy would not have control of the car if an older resident were trying to cross the street or a car pulled out onto Hwy 29.
b) Vote in Favor: Lahman, Zuehlke, Schmidt, Ferley and Nokes.
c) Opposed: None.
20) Motion by Zuehlke to Table action on Utility Billing on rental units.  Second by Nokes. 
Discussion: Gary Doering want to know why here is no policy on Utility bills on rental property.  Zuehlke asked if the renters are currently billed for utilities.  The answer is yes.  Zuehlke then ask Doering if he got copies of the utility bills for each of his properties.  Doering answered yes.  Ferley felt that it was Doering’s property the utility bills are his responsibility.  Schroeder stated that renters are billed for utilities but the property owners are ultimately responsible for the unpaid bills.  She suggested that property owners be billed directly and they collect from the renters.  Schroeder will check with other cities to find out how they handle rental properties.
a) Vote in Favor: Lahman, Schmidt, Zuehlke, Ferley and Nokes.
b) Opposed: None.
A motion to adjourn was made by Nokes and seconded by Zuehlke.  The meeting ended at

8:48 P.M.
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