REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING

August 18, 2008  7:00 PM

Those present were Larry Lahman--Mayor, Blayne Ferley, Linda Nokes and David Campbell.  Also present were Tom Myers--Independent, Tammy Larson, Doug Whiting, Kim Schroeder, John Potratz, Jeff Arnold, Carold Hilgren, Gilmore Jahnke and David Schmidt.
1) Pledge and Call to Order.
2) Motion by Nokes to approve Minutes of July 21st, 2008.  Second by Ferley.
a) Discussion: None.
b) Vote in Favor: Lahman, Ferley, and Nokes.
c) Opposed: None.

3) Motion by Ferley to appoint Dave Schmidt to fill Greg Springer’s position through the end of the year.  Second by Nokes.
a) Discussion: Ferley stated that Schmidt has been to many meetings and shown an interest in the City.  Campbell administered the Oath of Office. 
b) Vote in Favor: Lahman, Ferley, and Nokes.
c) Opposed: None.

4) Motion by Nokes to approve an Amendment to Ordinance 36, An Ordinance Establishing a Municipal Liquor Dispensary by the addition of Section 6.1 entitled: Policy Regarding Animals in the Liquor Store.  Second by Blayne. 
a) Discussion: At the last meeting there was a discussion about people bring a variety of animals into the Liquor Store.  Because food is served the Department of Health will not allow animals in the facility.  There is always the issue of somebody’s animal frightening or biting someone.  The Council asked that the Ordinance be amended to prohibit all but bona fide service animals from the store. 
b) Vote in Favor: Lahman, Schmidt, Ferley, and Nokes.
c) Opposed: None.

5) Motion by Ferley to approve the Notice for Publication as presented regarding the amendment to Ordinance 36.  Second by Nokes. 
a) Discussion: None. 
b) Vote in Favor: Lahman, Schmidt, Ferley, and Nokes.
c) Opposed: None.

6) Motion by Ferley to approve Resolution 08-04, a Resolution to Endorse the Turn back of MNDot TH 235 to Otter Tail County.  Second by Nokes.
a) Discussion: When the City applied for an access permit for the Event Center, MNDot denied the westerly access request and wanted a turn lane built.  Some time later at a meeting where Lee Berget, MNDot’s District Four District Engineer, and Rick West, Otter Tail County Engineer, were both present, Campbell suggested that MNDot do a turn back of TH-235 to the County.  West said that the County was open to a turn back but he would want a complete rebuild.  Berget said he would look into the possibility.  Several weeks later Berget stopped by and said they figured a rebuild of TH-235 would cost 12.5 million dollars and that was not in the budget at that time.  Apparently Berget found 10 million dollars and the County is considering the offer.  West asked for a Resolution from the City supporting the project.  The rebuild will be an urban profile (curb, gutter and possibly sidewalks) and give the Event Center its westerly access.   
b) Vote in Favor: Lahman, Schmidt, Ferley, and Nokes.
c) Opposed: None.

7) Motion by Ferley to approve Hometown Foods building permit request to expand the store to the west.  Second by Nokes. 
a) Discussion: The permit drawing show that the addition would be the same width as the existing building and be at least 10 feet away from the west property line.  A commercial building is permitted to go to the property line.  The setback is encouraged to limit possible damage from snowplowing.
b) Vote in Favor: Lahman, Schmidt, Ferley, and Nokes.
c) Opposed: None.

8) Motion by Ferley to accept a Petition for Improvements from the property owners on W. Lake Street and call for a Feasibility Study.  Second by Schmidt.
a) Discussion: A majority of property owners signed the petition which requests that W. Lake Street be paved and curb and gutter be installed.  The City will have to consider extending the water main and the sanitary sewer main to the intersection of Lake St and Parkers Road.  The next step is to have a Feasibility Study done.  Campbell recommended that Land Team do the Feasibility Study because they did the engineering on the water main project and had all the information.
b) Vote in Favor: Lahman, Schmidt, Ferley, and Nokes.
c) Opposed: None.

9) Motion by Nokes to deny a request for a Public Library in Parkers Prairie.  Second by Schmidt.
a) Discussion:  Peter Lamm requested the City build a Public Library.  The City investigated this issue a few years ago and found that the initial cost was about $500,000 with an annual expense of $60,000 to $100,000.  This project is beyond the City’s ability at this time.  It was noted that the Viking Library System has a Bookmobile in town every two weeks and there may be some opportunity at the High School.
b) Vote in Favor: Lahman, Schmidt, Ferley, and Nokes.
c) Opposed: None.
10) Discussion:  Campbell informed the Council that there had been a fire in the City Maintenance building on Saturday, August 9, 2008 at about 5:00 P.M.  A substantial amount of heat and smoke damage was done but no apparent structural damage.  The League Insurance Trust has been contacted and an adjuster was on scene on Tuesday, August 12th.  While there was nothing suspicious about the fire, he could not determine the cause.  A fire investigator was on scene on Friday, August 15th and determined that the source of the fire was probably from degreaser chemicals used in the sanitary sewer system.  The adjuster will recommend the building be gutted and restored.  John Potratz has asked for bids from Schircliff Construction and B & H Builders.  Once the settlement is made, the Council can restore the old building or use the settlement towards a new facility.  The old building can be cleaned up and used for cold storage for maintenance and a secure impound for the Police Department.  The City and the County have discussed a shared facility at the County site south of town and are still interested.
11) Motion by Ferley to approved the General Fund budget as presented.  Second by Nokes. 
a) Discussion: Campbell presented the proposed 2009 General Fund budget to the Council noting that the budget increased was 5.2 percent and the Levy increase is 9.2 percent compared with 11.8 for 2008.  The increase in Levy does not necessarily translate into an equal increase in City taxes.  The CPI increase this year was 5.5 percent compared to 2.7 percent for 2008.  Employee Health Insurance increased 4 percent compared to 20 percent in 2008.  The employee’s co-pay increased from 15 percent to 20 percent.  The City’s share of Health Insurance decreased $20 per person per month.  The Insurance on the pool went up from $538 in 2007 to $3,373 in 2008.  LMCIT did an appraisal on the facility and determined Actual Replacement Value was something over $400,000 therefore the premium increased.  The Council asked Campbell to find out if there were any options between insuring the pool at replacement value and not insuring it at all.  Ray Caauwe, representing the Fire Department’s Relief Association, was scheduled to discuss an increase in Firefighters retirement but was not present.  Local Government Aid increased $3,863 but miscellaneous revenue is projected to drop by a similar amount.  
b) Vote in Favor: Lahman, Schmidt, Ferley, and Nokes.
c) Opposed: None.
12)   Motion by Ferley to Table consideration of traffic control devices at the intersection of Sunset Ave and State St.  Second by Nokes.
a) Discussion: Last month Tammy Larson requested the City consider placing speed bumps across Sunset Ave. to slow traffic in front of her house.  She brought in internet sources for removable speed bumps.  During the past month Chief Doug Whiting again discussed the issues and options with Larson.  Chief Whiting did not recommend the Council install the speed bumps because of the cost ($700 to $815 per street) and potential number of intersections where they could be installed.  Chief Whiting and Officer Barton have spent several hours observing the intersection with out seeing a violation.  State Statute sets residential speed limits at 30 MPH and ours are 20 MPH.  Chief Whiting will issue a ticket based on a license plate number and a statement from any resident.  Larson knows who the people are but does not want to turn them in.  Larson asked if the City would consider putting the flashing lights on the signs.  Ferley said they wouldn’t pay any attention to them either.
b) Vote in Favor: Lahman, Schmidt, Ferley, and Nokes.
c) Opposed: None.

13)  Discussion: Because of issues with the irrigator land and the fire and the Maintenance building Campbell was not able to do much on the sidewalk project.  Campbell did visit the web site and the application period begins September 1st and runs through November 16th.  MNDot will be offering training workshops around the State, dates to be announced.  Lahman commented that he thought it would be a good idea for Campbell to attend a workshop and the other Council members agreed.
14) Discussion: Christensen’s did not like the access route that was on the plat.  They came up to Parkers and staked out where they wanted the access to go, and then had Campbell go review what they had staked.  Campbell agreed with some of the staking but not all.  Christensen’s finally agreed to meet with Campbell and the Attorneys to stake out a mutually agreeable route on August 25th.  Campbell invited Council members to join the group.  On August 26th the Court appointed Commissioners, the Hardekopf’s, Campbell and all the Attorneys will view the Hardekopf property and surrounding properties.  The Commissioners are required to view the property by Statute.
15) Motion by Nokes to participate in the Otter Tail County parcel mapping project with a $4,354 co-pay.  Second by Ferley.
a) Discussion: At the July meeting Campbell reported that participation in the parcel mapping of the City was an open ended offer with no particular close date so the issue was Tabled.  After the July meeting Campbell received a letter asking that the City consider participating in the project and let the County know before August 29th, 2008.  Campbell stated that he had used the Township parcel mapping a lot during the Eminent Domain process.  The City also gets a lot of parcel information requests and only has hand drawn town maps.  Ferley noted that City infrastructure could be added to the map in the future and that project would not get any less expensive and might be forced upon the City at a later date.  Campbell noted that commitment did not mean payment was due and that the expense could be split between benefiting funds and departments.  
b) Vote in Favor: Lahman, Schmidt, Ferley, and Nokes.
c) Opposed: None.
16) Motion by Nokes to pay the July bills as presented.  Second by Schmidt. 
a) Discussion: None
b) Vote in Favor: Lahman,   Ferley, and Nokes.
c) Opposed: None.
17) Motion by Ferley to accept, with regrets, Kevin Birkholz’s letter of resignation as Council member.  Second by Nokes. . 
a) Discussion: Campbell read a letter of resignation from Kevin Birkholz effective August 2nd, 2008.  Lahman commented that he felt Kevin did a good job for the City. 
b) Vote in Favor: Lahman, Schmidt, Ferley, and Nokes.
c) Opposed: None.
18) Discussion: Campbell noted that the WorkForce Center small business training was scheduled for September 18th and October 16th at the Event Center.
19) Discussion: Campbell informed that Council that the City was notified by the Department of Employee Relations that the City is in compliance with Pay Equity Statutes based on 2007 data.  
20) Motion by Ferley to have the water tower cleaned within a $5,000 budget.  Second by Schmidt. . 
a) Discussion: Carold Hilgren asked the Council to consider having the water tower cleaned because it is really dirty.  Campbell has checked into it before and the bids ran from about $2,500 to over $5,000.  

b) Vote in Favor: Lahman, Schmidt, Ferley, and Nokes.
c) Opposed: None.
21)  Mayor Lahman suggested that the Council think of someone to fill Birkholz’s position on the Council for the next meeting.    
A motion to adjourn was made by Ferley and second by Nokes.  The meeting ended at

8:41 P.M.
Respectfully submitted
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