REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING

June 16, 2008  7:00 PM

Those present were Larry Lahman--Mayor, Kevin Birkholz, Blayne Ferley, Linda Nokes and David Campbell.  Also present were Tom Myers--Independent, Doug Whiting--Police Chief, Chris Willander, Joel Smith & Mark Birkholz--ACS, Audrey Klukken, Donna Rurup, Sandra & Hal Wilke, Phil Kilte, Cookie Johnson, Jay Ellsworth, Spencer Pomerance—Boy Scout, John Kamphake and David Schmidt.
1) Pledge and Call to Order.
2) Motion by Nokes to approve Minutes of May 19th, 2008.  Second by Birkholz.
a) Discussion: None.
b) Vote in Favor: Birkholz, Ferley, and Nokes.
c) Opposed: None.

Public Hearing opened at 7:03 P.M.

3) Motion by Birkholz to approve Chris Willander’s variance request to encroach approximately 4 feet into the 10 foot side yard setback.  Second by Ferley
a) Discussion: Willander is requesting a variance to the 10 foot setback.  The existing single car attached garage is too small to get modern size vehicles inside.  Willander wants to rebuild and enlarge the existing garage.  In order to make the garage a usable size it must extend into the setback.  Willander has looked at putting the garage in the back yard but it would take a big area out of where his kids play.  In addition the alley is grass so he would have to build a driveway along the north side of the house.  Notices were sent to the neighbors and responses were favorable.  Ron Roloff, the immediate neighbor to the north did not object but did have some concerns about roof run-off.  The property slopes to the rear of the lot so drainage should not be an issue.
b) Vote in Favor: Birkholz, Ferley, and Nokes.
c) Opposed: None.

Public Hearing closed at 7:09 P.M.

4) Discussion: Joel Smith, Arvig Communications, informed the Council that the television cable franchise between the City and Arvig Communications is about to expire.  The new franchise will deal mostly with right-of-way issues.  Council member Birkholz asked about rate setting.  Smith responded by saying that the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission has determined that, with satellite and antenna sources, there is enough competition in the market place that franchise grantees no longer need to control rates.  The franchise offered by Arvig Communications was essentially the same as the original with the rate control language removed.  Campbell will work with the Minnesota League of Cities to develop a new franchise agreement.  A Public Hearing will be set up for the July meeting.
5)  Motion by Ferley to deny Joan Radil’s claim for reimbursement for expenses incurred when her water service froze this past winter.  Second by Birkholz.  
a) Discussion: Joan Radil’s water service froze late this past winter.  She hired Gene Payne and Klimick Brothers to thaw the line and neither was successful.  Klimick Brothers reconnected Radil’s well.  Campbell answered her letter and provided copies of the water and sewer ordinances pointing out that the property owner is responsible for the water service from the main to the house.  The sewer ordinance requires a water meter be connected to either the city water service or a well.  Campbell invited Radil to come to the Council meeting to state her claim.  Before tonight’s meeting, Klimick Brothers stopped by City Hall with the water meter reading after reconnecting city water service.  Birkholz asked if there were properties that did not have water meters connected.  Campbell stated that there were but would have to verify the properties.
b) Vote in Favor: Birkholz, Ferley, and Nokes.
c) Opposed: None.

6) Discussion: Rick Hart’s basement water shut-off valve is leaking and he wants to replace it.  The curb stop is an old style valve and the maintenance works were not able to close the valve.  Hart was upset to find out that he would be responsible for replacing the curb stop insisting that it was part of the main.  Hart said he was going to stop paying his water bill and we couldn’t do anything about it because we could not shut off his water.  Campbell told Hart that the City would replace the curb stop, place it in the closed position and send him the bill and/or put it on his taxes.  Campbell invited hart to come to the Council meeting to discuss the issue with the Council.  The Council suggested that Campbell send Hart a letter offering to shut down the main so he can change the basement valve and that he replace the curb stop within 60 days. 
7) Discussion: Gary Doering was concerned about having to pay water bills on his rental properties when tenants run up the bills and then leave.  Campbell told Doering that if he wants the water shut off after a certain dollar amount or time period he needs to make those arrangements with the City Clerk.  Campbell invited Doering to come to the Council meeting to discuss other ideas.
8) Motion by Ferley to Table Jay Ellsworth’s claim against the City for repairs to his driveway damaged by the City snowplow.  Second by Lahman.
a) Discussion: Ellsworth claimed that the blacktop driveway going from the street to his storage building was damaged by the snowplow and presented a photo showing a gouge in the turf parallel to the road tar and about 18 inches out from the edge of the road tar.  Campbell has advised residents that which to pave to the street edge that the apron slope down from the street and that the City would not be responsible for damaged aprons.  Normally the wing of the snowplow will ride on the frozen ground and ride up and over aprons.  This spring there were two snowfalls after the ground had thawed.  Snowplow operators were trying to stay off the boulevards but when everything is under snow it is impossible to determine where the edge of the tar is.  A motion was made by Birkholz to repair the driveway and Seconded by Nokes.  A vote was taken with Birkholz and Nokes in favor and Lahman and Ferley opposed. The motion died for lack of majority.  Ferley continued the discussion by saying that his driveway apron was breaking up and felt that it was his responsibility to repair it.  Lahman stated that, over time, tar loses the oil that binds it together and it begins to fall apart.  That particular driveway is about 10 years old.  Lahman also stated that if the City was going to repair Ellsworth’s driveway there was one by St. Williams that needed repair.  A motion was made by Birkholz to repair Ellsworth’s driveway.  Second by Nokes.  Birkholz and Nokes voted for the motion and Lahman and Ferley voted against the motion.  The motion died for lack of a majority.  Kamphake said that snow is typically bladed into the boulevards for ‘storage’ otherwise the plowed part of the street gets narrower.  The issue was tabled to allow Council members to look at the driveway in person.
b) Vote in Favor: Nokes Ferley.
c) Opposed: Birkholz.
9) Discussion: Adley Shores Townhouse Association brought a list of concerns to the Council. 
a) They are concerned about the lack of posts around the propane tank behind the Event Center.  Lahman noted that the posts are on hand and that they will spaced in accordance with guidance from Gappa Oil, the propane supplier.  The work is in progress.
b) There concerns that the road needs gravel.  W. Lake St. is lower than it was a couple of years ago and the snowplow is hitting the driveways.
c) The Association turned in a petition to curb, gutter and pave W. Lake St.  Campbell acknowledged receiving the petition but there were not enough valid signatures to proceed with it.  Campbell will give Hal Wilke a new petition with current property owners.
d) Kilte had spoken with Gerry Freudenberg about donating and planting some evergreen trees along the backside of the Event Center by W. Lake Street.  Kilte offered to buy the trees, about 5 feet in height, if the City would agree to plant them.
e) The Association asked if a 20 MPH sign could be put up towards the west end of Lake St.  “It’s like a race track”
f) The Association asked if a sign could be put up restricting Lake St. to No Through Traffic.
10) Motion by Ferley to accept Phil Kilte’s offer to donate evergreen trees to be planted along the south property line of the Event Center.  Second by Birkholz.
a) Discussion: Kilte will work with Chippewa farms for the trees and make planting arrangements with Campbell.
b) Vote in Favor: Nokes and Birkholz, Ferley.
c) Opposed: None.

11) Motion by Birkholz to Table Otter Tail County’s Geographic Information Systems request to provide an online platting of the City.  Second by Nokes.
a) Discussion:  Otter Tail County’s Geographic Information Systems have completed platting the Townships and are beginning to plat the cities.  The $4,354 is an unbudgeted expense that should be worked into next year’s budget.  Campbell will find out if there is a deadline.
b) Vote in Favor: Nokes and Birkholz, Ferley.
c) Opposed: None.

12) Motion by Ferley to proceed with moving the field approach on Highway 235 to provide easement access to the south irrigator and Government Lot 8 once the 33-foot wide strip question is resolved.  Second by Birkholz.

a) Discussion: The Court has granted the City’s Petition in its entirety.  The Attorney’s have a question about some language in the Judge’s Memorandum regarding the 33-foot wide strip west of Parcel A.  A stipulation to the Purchase Agreement with Gary and Karen Christensen is to provide a 33 ft wide easement from Highway 235 to their Government Lot 8.  The City should soon have control of the easement land and MNDot has issued a permit to move an existing field approach to the west.  JJ’s Company will do the work for $2,600. 
b) Vote in Favor: Nokes and Birkholz, Ferley.
c) Opposed: None.

13) Motion by Nokes to hire Katrina Dickinson as a lifeguard at $6.15/hr.  Second by Birkholz.   
a) Discussion: None.  
b) Vote in Favor: Nokes and Birkholz, Ferley.
c) Opposed: None.

14) Discussion: Safe Routes to School.  Campbell received the addresses of the elementary school children in the City and platted them on a base map of the City.  There were no concentrations of children in any one part of the City.  The Goal of Safe Routes to School is to provide safe routes, sidewalks, to elementary schools.  With that in mind it would seem that sidewalks from Florence St. to Oak St. along McCornell Ave. and Dayton Ave. would serve the greatest number of children.  The existing sidewalks along the west side of Hwy 29 are, on average, 4’-6” wide so running new sidewalks 5’ or 6’ wide should not be a problem.  The west side of Douglas is the same situation.  The north side of County Hwy 46 may be a problem because of trees and an encroaching building.  The south side may be less of a problem.  
15) Discussion: Woodside Township reconsidered and decided to not change fire protection contracts with Parkers Prairie and Bertha.

16) Discussion: Cookie Johnson submitted a letter requesting the City put up a fence between her west property line and the Event Center citing Event Center patrons were parking, drinking, urinating, and fighting in her yard.  Johnson says she also has beer bottles and garbage in her yard.  Ferley asked where people were parking in her yard.  Johnson said on the east side of the Event Center.  Johnson also said that she did not call the Police because whatever was going on would be over by the time they got there.  Birkholz asked about drinking in the parking lot at the Event Center.  Chief Whiting said that the open bottle law does not apply on private property.  Whiting also said it would be helpful to have the parking lot striped.  Johnson stated that Jeff Samuelsson put up the wood fence by the convenience store.  There was some speculation on the cost of a 6-foot redwood or cedar fence.  Campbell will get some prices and report back to the Council.  The Council decided to put up some ‘Private Property, No Trespassing’ signs along the common property line.  A suggestion was make to have a security person present during events where alcohol is served.  Campbell will check with the League for liability issues and WorkForce Center for wage and availability.
17)  Motion by Ferley to pay May bills as presented.  Second by Nokes.
a) Discussion:  None

b) Vote in Favor: Nokes and Birkholz, Ferley.
c) Opposed: None.

18) Notices: 

Hazardous Waste Recycling: Friday, August 1st
The Alexandria Technical College, MN State Community & Tech College & DEED are proposing Business Training Seminars at the Event Center in either August of September.
19) Motion by Ferley to hire Donna Rurup as a full-time Liquor Store employee.  Health benefit will not start until January.  Second by Birkholz.
a) Discussion: Rurup has an offer for full-time employment elsewhere.  She is working close to 40 hours a week now.  Ferley feels it is important to keep her on staff and Rurup has agreed to wait on health benefits until next year.
b) Vote in Favor: Birkholz, Ferley.
c) Opposed: Nokes
20) Motion by Birkholz to place Event Center advertising in the Heartland, Lakeland and the Intercom.  Second by Nokes.

a) Discussion: Lahman wants to do something to promote the Event Center.  Birkholz suggested having someone on commission to promote and market the Event Center.  Phil Kilte said that the Alexandria Area Arts Association had recently hired a person to promote it.  Campbell said that Sytek has marketing people available and will check on how they work.  A suggestion was made to put an ad in the Greensheet once a month.  Myers suggested the Intercom and Heartland as well.
b) Vote in Favor: Nokes, Birkholz, Ferley.
c) Opposed: None.
21) Motion by Ferley to close the meeting in accordance with MN Statute 13D.05, Subd 3(a) to discuss the performance of MLS employee Traci Franks.  Second by Nokes.

a) Discussion: The meeting was closed at 9:45 P.M. 

b) Vote in Favor: Nokes, Birkholz, Ferley.
c) Opposed: None.
22) Motion by Ferley to open the meeting.  Second by Birkholz. 

a) Discussion: The meeting was opened at 9:50 P.M. 

b) Vote in Favor: Nokes, Birkholz, Ferley.
c) Opposed: None.
23) Motion by Nokes to terminate Traci Franks employment with the Liquor Store.  Second by Birkholz.

a) Discussion: Franks was in her six-month probation period and did not show up for scheduled shifts or find a replacement.

b) Vote in Favor: Nokes, Birkholz, Ferley.
c) Opposed: None.
24) Discussion: Chief Whiting informed the Council that the State is building-out the backbone of the new digital emergency services radio system.  The existing analog radio system will stay in place while the new system is being implemented.  Some accommodation will have to be made for the Fire Department pagers.  Otter Tail County will be having meetings as this project moves forward.  The City will need to buy new car and handheld radios.  The City is not obligated to be part of the digital system but we will not be able to communicate with Otter Tail County or Douglas County dispatch of the Highway Patrol.  Chief Whiting will keep the Council informed as the project progresses.  
A motion to adjourn was made by Nokes and second by Ferley.  The meeting ended at

9:58 P.M.
Respectfully submitted





Attested to
David Campbell






Larry Lahman

City Administrator






Mayor 
