REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING

May 19, 2008  7:00 PM

Those present were Larry Lahman--Mayor, Kevin Birkholz, Greg Springer, Blayne Ferley, Linda Nokes and David Campbell.  Also present were Tom Myers--Independent, Audrey Klukken, Mark Simonson—Fire Chief, Jeff Arnold—First Assistant Chief, Bryan Armstrong and Sherry Leabo—Otter Tail County Geographic Information Systems, John Kamphake and David Schmidt.
1) Pledge and Call to Order.
2) Motion by Nokes to approve Minutes of April 21st, 2008.  Second by Ferley.
a) Discussion: Birkholz noted that item 11 did not have a Second and that he made the Second.  Campbell will correct the minutes.
b) Vote in Favor: Springer, Birkholz, Ferley, and Nokes.
c) Opposed: None.

3) Motion by Birkholz to approve Minutes of Board of Adjustment of April 29, 2008.  Second by Nokes.

a) Discussion: None.
b) Vote in Favor: Springer, Birkholz, Ferley, and Nokes.
c) Opposed: None.

4) Motion by Birkholz to allow the Parkers Prairie Fire Department to provide fire protection for an additional 20 sections of Woodside Township.  Second by Springer.  

a) Discussion: Fire Chief Mark Simonson informed the Council that Woodside Township Board has requested that Parkers Prairie Fire Department increase it’s coverage from 8 sections to 28 sections.  The distance from the Fire Hall to the most distant section in Woodside Township is about the same as the most distant section in Eastern Township.  Simonson stated that grass fires would be the most common call.  Brian Armstrong, OTC GIS, said he was involved in a study on who had the best response times for mutual aid tanker service.  Armstrong stated that 15 years ago departments and Townships were in bidding wars for contracts rather than which department could provide the best service.  Simonson pointed out that Woodside had approached him.  Bertha City wanted about $12,000 for 28 sections.  Using property value as a basis, Parkers was able to offer coverage for 28 sections for about $3,500.  A comment was made that the Town Board has to answer to the residents. 
b) Vote in Favor: Springer, Birkholz, Ferley, and Nokes.
c) Opposed: None.

5)  Motion by Ferley to provide up to $3,500 for a fire hydrant well in Woodside Township.  The funds will come from Woodside’s Fire Protection contract payments.  Second by Birkholz.  
a) Discussion: Chief Simonson stated that the availability of water in Woodside Township was limited to the Wing River in the warmer weather.  Gary Anderson, Jeff Arnold and Simonson had looked into a dry hydrant in the Wing River but it was to shallow and not enough volume.  They had also looked at a hydrant at Rodney Peterson’s air strip but there were problems with that idea.  The Woodside Board decided that if they were going to put any money into a hydrant it should be located on Township property.  Robertson Wells of Ashby bid a well at no more than $11,400.  Simonson stated that Woodside Township was able to fund $6,000, the Sportsmans Club would donate $1,500 and he will approach the Lions Club for a donation.  Once everything is in place the project can be completed in about a month.  Ferley noted there would be significant savings in fuel by not having to come all the way back to Parkers.
b) Vote in Favor: Springer, Birkholz, Ferley, and Nokes.
c) Opposed: None.

6) Presentation: Sherry Leabo and Brian Armstrong, OTC Geographic Information Systems, gave a presentation on the County GIS web site.  They have completed parceling the Townships and are starting to parcel the cities.  There are many features available with GIS parcels and maps such as parcel ownership and other specific parcel information as well aerial photo and topography.  In addition to the usual information attached to a parcel, addressing, utility and infrastructure information, zoning and other information can be attached to parcels in cities.  The County is proposing a cost share approach to creating a GIS parcel map for the City.  In the cost share approach the City would be responsible for $7.00 per parcel or $4,396.00.  Armstrong was not looking for an immediate answer.  A letter from the City is all that is necessary if the Council decides to participate.
7) Discussion: A request to consider a split of property currently owned by Tony Moundson (formerly owned by David Vogt).  The requested split would leave two parcels of about 10,700 Sq. Ft. and 7,000 Sq. Ft., considerably less than the ordinance requirement of 15,000 Sq. Ft.  In addition, the 7,000 Sq. Ft. lot would not have access to City water and sewer and no room for an on-site system.  There was no motion or consensus.
8) Motion by Nokes to approve a Beer Garden License for the American Legion for Fall Festival weekend.  Second by Ferley.
a) Discussion: None.
b) Vote in Favor: Springer, Nokes and Birkholz, Ferley.
c) Opposed: None.

9) Motion by Springer to approve a raffle permit request for Ringnecks Forevermore for their 2009 Banquet at the Prairie Event Center. Prairie Perks.  Second by Nokes. 
a) Discussion: None.
b) Vote in Favor: Springer, Nokes and Birkholz, Ferley.
c) Opposed: None.

10) Motion by Ferley to adopt the Fire Department Ordinance as presented.  Second by Birkholz.  

a) Discussion: The need for a Fire Department Ordinance was driven by several League of Minnesota Cities reference memos suggesting that the wide-spread practice of the Fire Departments ‘hiring’ employees and department officers by the vote of the department was not Council’s authority to hire employees.  The presented ordinance satisfies the advice of the League.
b) Vote in Favor: Springer, Nokes and Birkholz, Ferley.
c) Opposed: None.

11) Motion by Springer to approve the publication version the Fire Department Ordinance.  Second by Birkholz.  
a) Discussion:  None

b) Vote in Favor: Springer, Nokes and Birkholz, Ferley.
c) Opposed: None.

12) Motion by Ferley to amend the Recreational Vehicle Ordinance to allow people at least 14 years of age with a medical condition and certification from a medical doctor to operate a golf cart.  Second by Springer.

a) Discussion: Chief Whiting was asked if physically challenged young boy could operate a golf cart in Parkers Prairie.  Current ordinance requires an individual to be 16 and have an operator’s license.  Campbell and Whiting discussed the issue and recommend amending the Recreational Vehicle Ordinance to allow a motorized golf cart to be operated by a disabled person at least 14 years of age provided a Doctor’s statement is provided to the Chief of Police stating; that the individual has the ability to safely operate a motorized golf cart, that the use of a motorized golf cart will enhance the individual’s quality of life and the individual adheres to items 2 through 5 or the Ordinance
b) Vote in Favor: Springer, Nokes and Birkholz, Ferley.
c) Opposed: None.

13) Motion by Birkholz to hire lifeguards at wages indicated.  Second by Springer.

Charlie Bates


$6.25


Brittany Bjerketvedt

$6.65


Casey Trujillo


$6.25


Jennessa Moeller

$6.75

a) Discussion: None.  
b) Vote in Favor: Springer, Nokes and Birkholz, Ferley.
c) Opposed: None.

14) Discussion: Fire Department Ordinance: Completed with the adoption of Ordinance. 
15) Discussion: Safe Routes to School.  Campbell spoke with Tom Swenson at MNDot about the project.  He has to sign off on the application before it is sent to St. Paul.  We discussed pedestal crosswalk lights and other issues.  Swenson said a map of the community and the location of elementary school age children.  Campbell spoke with Karie Yates, elementary school principle. She will provide the addresses of elementary school age children.

16) Discussion: Eminent Domain: Still waiting for the Courts decision.  
17)  Motion by Ferley to pay April bills as presented.  Second by Nokes.
a) Discussion:  None

b) Vote in Favor: Springer, Nokes and Birkholz, Ferley.
c) Opposed: None.

18) Notices: 


Hazardous Waste Recycling: Friday, August 1st
19) Committee Reports:


Campbell reported that the alley between Dittberner and Madson’s has been shaped but needs to be packed by traffic.  Kingston will bring in some black dirt to build a berm on the south side of the hedges. 

Kingston will fill in the southeast corner of Oak St. and Elementary Ave.  Because of water runoff issues, the buildup of turf will not be cut down. 


Birkholz, Campbell and Jade Berube did a walk through of the water/sewer project area to compile a final punch list for the restoration contractor.  Work is to be completed before the end of May.
20) Motion by Ferley to accept, with regret, Council member Greg Springer’s resignation.  Second by Nokes.

a) Discussion: Springer has changed employers and will be moving out of town. The Council thanked Springer for his years of work on the Council. 
b) Vote in Favor: Nokes and Birkholz, Ferley.
c) Opposed: None.
d) Abstain: Springer.

21) Discussion: Mayor Lahman expressed concerns about lack of bookings for the Event Center and suggested that if things didn’t change the Council was going to have to look at other options.  Ferley expressed concern about what happened to the $100,000 in working capital the Bryan Rude said was going to be available from the $600,000 Lease/Purchase loan.  Birkholz reminded the Council that $30,000 of that went into the canopy.  Tom Myers asked about how much a rental cost.  Campbell answered that the basic large room rent for a Friday or Saturday was $600.  Myers stated that was cheap.  He has brides that come to has business and spend $600 to $700 just on invitations.  Campbell is working on an ad in the Sytek directory and a presence on the Alexandria Chamber of Commerce web site.  He also has a call into Cinema 9 to find out about an ad prior to movies.  He will also look into glossy flyers to Jackie J’s.
22) A motion to adjourn was made by Nokes and seconded by Birkholz.  The meeting ended at

8:55 P.M.
Respectfully submitted
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