REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING

April 21, 2008  7:00 PM

Those present were Larry Lahman--Mayor, Kevin Birkholz, Greg Springer, Blayne Ferley, Linda Nokes and David Campbell.  Also present were Tom Myers--Independent, Audrey Klukken, Mark Simonson—Fire Chief, Jeff Arnold—First Assistant Chief, Bryan Armstrong and Sherry Leabo—Otter Tail County Geographic Information Systems, John Kamphake,  David Schmidt udy Moeller, Joanne Thun, Wilmer Thun, Bob Johnston, Larro Hilgren, Doug Hoffman, Gerry Freudenberg, Carold Hilgren, Gilmer Jahnke, Lawrence Haugen, Janet Haugen, Lucille Hilgren, Lorraine Hollatz, , Laura Fiedler, Ruth Cowan, Joe Dorn Jr., Viola Dorn, Paula Martenson, Diane Olson, Jean Griesert, Irene Brunson, Carol Hollatz, Bruce Jahnke, Loraine Jahnke, Ray Caauwe, Clyde Hendrickson, and Butch Hoppe.
1) Pledge and Call to Order.
2) Motion by Nokes to approve Minutes of April 21st, 2008.  Second by Ferley.
a) Discussion: Birkholz noted that item 11 the individual was Ed Theusch not Ed Briese.  Campbell will correct the minutes.
b) Vote in Favor: Springer, Birkholz, Ferley, and Nokes.
c) Opposed: None.

3) Motion by Springer to approve Minutes of Special Meeting of March 31st, 2008.  Second by Birkholz.

a) Discussion: Ferley noted that there was no Second to the Motion in item 3 and that he thought he had made the Second.  Campbell will correct the minutes.
b) Vote in Favor: Springer, Birkholz, Ferley, and Nokes.
c) Opposed: None.

4) Presentation: Doug Hoffman presented a plaque to Gerry Freudenberg for his 8-years as Chairman of the Event Center Steering Committee.  His hard work and dedication has provided the area with a facility that is unmatched even in larger communities.  Gerry Freudenberg acknowledged the presentation by saying that when you surround yourself with positive people positive things happen.  Freudenberg extended his gratitude to all the members of the Steering Committee and all of the Fund Raising committees. 
5) Motion by Ferley to allow Seniors to play cards after the Senior Nutrition meal at the Event Center.  The card players need to leave by 4 P.M. or by request when other activities are booked and sign liability waivers.  The City will allow Ruth Cowan, as an employee of Nutrition Services Incorporated, to act as a supervisor. Second by Springer. 

a) Discussion: Janet Haugen stated that they were at the meeting to find out why Seniors could not play cards at the Event Center and that Viola Dorn would act as the spokesperson.  Dorn read a statement (attached) that asked what the reasons were for the Seniors being told to leave the Event Center and go find someplace else to play cards and when was that decision made especially when they had been assured before they had to move to the Event Center that nothing would change for them, that everything they did at their old center they would be able to do, the same way, when they moved to the new center.  Campbell stated that he told Lynn Edenloff that the Seniors could continue playing cards after the Senior Meals program in the new facility.  However, the City gets policy guidance from the League of Minnesota Cities and the League on Minnesota Cities Insurance Trust and they have long advised that the City provide adequate supervision of any activity at the Communities Center (Event Center).  Because ‘we have always done things this way’, much of the League’s advice was disregarded in the past.  Now we have a new facility and the Council decided at the last meeting to start following the League’s policy advice regarding supervision.  Birkholz stated that the Council develops policy with input from Campbell but Campbell only enforces Council policy.  Ferley stated that he was not at the last Council meeting when this was decided but he had not received one single phone call about it.  Birkholz stated that he had received only one call.  A question was asked about who provided supervision and was answered that city staff provide supervision.  A question was asked about who provided supervision during the Senior Meals program.  The answer was that as the contractor representative, Lynn Edenloff was the supervisor during the Senior Meals time.  Someone suggested that Ruth Cowan was an employee of Nutrition Services Incorporated and a card player, would it be acceptable for her to be the supervisor during the time the card players were there.  After some more discussion the Council agreed with the following stipulations; the doors remain unlocked while the card players were in the building, the card players were to be out by 4:00 P.M., the card players had to move or not meet if there was another event scheduled and the card players needed to sign waivers.   
b) Vote in Favor: Springer, Birkholz, Ferley, and Nokes.
c) Opposed: None.

6) Motion by Ferley to a liquor license for the Fire Department Relief Association Street Dance scheduled for June 14th and 15th, 2008.  Second by Birkholz.

a) Discussion: None
b) Vote in Favor: Nokes, Birkholz and Ferley.
c) Opposed: None.
d) Abstain: Lahman and Springer.
7) Motion by Ferley to refund $151.66 local license fees to Grifs Bar & Grill. Second by Nokes.

a) Discussion: Grifs has gone out of business and asked for a refund on their local licenses. 
b) Vote in Favor: Springer, Nokes and Birkholz, Ferley.
c) Opposed: None.

8) Motion by Birkholz to approve one jukebox and one game license to 3 Brothers Pizza/Prairie Perks.  Second by Springer. 
a) Discussion: The Council previously approved three game licenses for 3 Brothers/Prairie Perks but 3 Brothers/Prairie Perks had only paid for one game license.  
b) Vote in Favor: Springer, Nokes and Birkholz, Ferley.
c) Opposed: None.

9) Motion by Birkholz to approve a Raffle License for the Quality Deer Management Association for their August banquet.  Second by Nokes. 

a) Discussion: Quality Deer Management Association, a national organization, has formed a new chapter in the Parkers Prairie area and is planning a banquet in August at the Event Center.

b) Vote in Favor: Springer, Nokes and Birkholz, Ferley.
c) Opposed: None.

10) Motion by Ferley to approve a Raffle License for the Pride of Lions for their Motorcycle Run to be held in July.  Second by Birkholz.  
a) Discussion:  None

b) Vote in Favor: Springer, Nokes and Birkholz, Ferley.
c) Opposed: None.

11) Motion by Birkholz to add a $4.77 surcharge to the monthly sanitary sewer bills, beginning with the next monthly, for ten years to be adjusted in January of each year.  Second by Ferley.

a) Discussion: A General Obligation Bond was approved at the March 17th, 2008 regular Council meeting to finance the purchase of land under the wastewater irrigators. The surcharge is necessary to make the G.O. Bond payments.  The surcharge was determined by dividing the total Principle and Interest by the 10 year period which equals $32,118.75 per year, minus an anticipated $8,000 annual rent revenue which equals $24,118.75 payment per year.  The annual payment is divided by the number of users, currently 421, which equals $57.29 which is then divided by 12 months which equals $4.77.  This might be adjusted if the number of users changes or if the rent revenue is different than anticipated.  The surcharge will be reevaluated each January.
b) Vote in Favor: Springer, Nokes and Birkholz, Ferley.
c) Opposed: None.

12) Motion by Springer to transfer $38,000 from the Water Fund to the Sanitary Sewer Fund to cover the shortfall between the negotiated property purchase settlement with Christensen and the funds allocated for the appraised value of the property from the G.O. Bond.  Second by Birkholz.
a) Discussion: The City authorized a $260,000 General Obligation Bond to purchase the land under the wastewater irrigators.  The Bond amount was based on the appraised value of the properties and origination fees.  The Bond was for $260,000 minus $3,120 in origination fees equals $256,880, minus $95,849 for the Hardekopf property equals $161,031, minus the settlement price of $198,993 for the Christensen property leaves a shortfall of $37,962.  The water fund has more than $140,000 in checking and savings.  
b) Vote in Favor: Springer, Nokes and Birkholz, Ferley.
c) Opposed: None.

13) Motion by Birkholz to close East Oak St. between McCornell and Dayton Avenues on Tuesday, April 29th, 2008 for ECFE’s Big Wheels event.  Second by Springer. 
a) Discussion: Campbell was asked if there have ever been any complaints about closing the street.  Campbell was not aware of any complaints in the past. .
b) Vote in Favor: Springer, Nokes and Birkholz, Ferley.
c) Opposed: None.
14) Motion by Ferley to hire the following people as lifeguards, swimming instructor and pool manager:


Jasmin Burns



$6.15



Brandon Saude


$6.15



Anna Steidl



$6.25



Katrina Zimmerman


$6.15



Jane Bartlett



$6.85



Dannielle Zwieg




Pool Manager


$9.75




Lifeguard


$6.35



Dedra Zwieg




Swimming Instructor

$13.25


Second by Nokes.

a) Discussion: The new hires are pending certification.  We expect some of last years lifeguards to be returning.  
b) Vote in Favor: Springer, Nokes and Birkholz, Ferley.
c) Opposed: None.

15) Discussion: Dennis Christenson, HRA Fergus Falls, notified the City that the Parkers Prairie/Deer Creek Housing Rehabilitation application to DEED was not successful.  The application was about three below the cutoff.  Christenson suggests that Parkers Prairie and Deer Creek consider submitting the application again next year.  Council members indicated that it would be a good idea to resubmit.
16) Discussion: At the March meeting, Katie Dittberner requested something be done with the alley on the North side of her property to keep the water and gravel out of her yard.  Shorty Kingston worked on the alley and has the water draining to the street.  The alley will have to have traffic to get packed and worked again as necessary.  Campbell discussed the work with Dave Dittberner and the fact that it was the first attempt and we will continue to watch it.
17) Discussion: Campbell related that the Fire Chief and First Assistant had reviewed and approved the Position descriptions.  Campbell is now working on the Ordinance and the Department policies.     
18) Discussion: There was nothing new to report on the sidewalk project. 
19) Discussion: Hardekopf’s Attorney has submitted his written closing arguments to the Judge so we are now waiting on the Judge’s decision.  There were some discrepancies in what the City was to get in Government Lot 5 and Campbell has gone back, through the Attorneys, to get clarification from Christensen.  Once we have that information we can get the survey completed.
20) Discussion: Lahman asked about the status of the USDA money.  Campbell picked up a check from ACS on April 10th for $360,000.  The original understanding was that the City was going to get $300,000.  ACS had a 20 percent match so we thought $60,000 from ACS and $240,000 from USDA.  The 20 percent match was in addition to the USDA $300,000 therefore $360,000.   The extra money reduces the Midwest Bank 5 percent interest loan even more.  The check has been turned over to Midwest Bank. 
21)  Motion by Ferley to pay March bills as presented and late bill from JJ’s Company for $3,635.00 for snow removal from December 31, 2007 to present.  Second by Birkholz.
a) Discussion:  None

b) Vote in Favor: Springer, Nokes and Birkholz, Ferley.
c) Opposed: None.

22) Notices: 


Local Board of Review; Tuesday April 29, 9:30-10:30 AM. Quorum required.


Hazardous Waste Recycling: Friday, August 1st
23) Committee Reports:


Campbell informed the Council that Monte Eastvold, Northland Securities, had called 
about refinancing the Bond.  The market is moving in the right direction but not where 
he is comfortable with making a recommendation to refinance.

Ferley informed the Council that Delmer Wilke has resigned as President of the 
Ambulance Joint Powers Board.  He served from the beginning in 1991 to 2008.  Mike 
Lage will take over as the representative from Eastern Township and Dwayne Hanson 
will be President.

24) Discussion: Ferley asked about the roof leak problem at the Liquor Store.  Campbell stated that the contractor, Jerome Goetz, was to come this week and see what can be done.
25) Discussion: Lahman asked about the $2,295 expense for Professional Services on the Event Center Revenue Expense sheet.  Birkholz explained that was a running total for the year and was Attorney fees and other services.
26) Motion by Ferley to increase mileage compensation from 28 cents per mile to 40 cents per mile.  Second by Nokes.

a) Discussion: Judy Moeller suggested that the City increase its mileage allowance.  She said that the (Effington) township was paying 48 cents per mile and the State was paying 50.5 cents per mile.  Campbell was asked how many claims the City gets for mileage and he said there was one so far this year and that it was not a major expense.  Campbell pointed out that City employees usually use the City car and that Dannielle, as a pool employee, could use the City car. 
b) Vote in Favor: Springer, Nokes and Birkholz, Ferley.
c) Opposed: None.
27) Discussion: David Schmidt  expressed concern about water standing in the southeast corner of the intersection of Elementary Ave. and Oak St.  He also said there may be a problem with cutting the corner because Otter Tail Power may have some wire buried there.  Campbell will get with City Maintenance and Shorty Kingston to resolve the issue.
28) Discussion: A question was asked about the number of apparently inoperable cars around town.  Campbell stated that Chief Whiting had given him a list of some 20 vehicles that day (April 21) and that letters would be going out within the next few days.  The practice of people parking on the grass was also brought up.  Campbell will get a copy of Alexandria’s ordinance regarding parking in the yard.

29) A motion to adjourn was made by Nokes and seconded by Springer.  The meeting ended at

8:35 P.M.
Respectfully submitted
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David Campbell






Larry Lahman

City Administrator






Mayor 
