REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING

March 17, 2008  7:00 PM

Those present were Larry Lahman--Mayor, Kevin Birkholz, Greg Springer, Linda Nokes and David Campbell.  Also present were Tom Myers--Independent, Myron Knutson—PFM (Public Financial Management, Inc.), Dan Carlisle—City Attorney, Kim Schroeder, Katie Dittberner, Brad Ost and David Schmidt.
1) Pledge and Call to Order.

2) Motion by Springer to approve of Minutes of February 19th, 2008.  Second by Birkholz.
a) Discussion: Birkholz clarified comments made in item 15.  Lahman had stated that there was no hourly rate in the policy for decorating the day before an event.  There is a $25/hour rate in the Services section under the Decoration paragraph.
b) Vote in Favor: Springer, Birkholz, and Nokes.
c) Opposed: None.

3) Discussion: Brad Ost, Legion Baseball coach, asked the Council if the City would consider a donation to the team as expenses to field the team continue to increase.  He is going to try to recognize donors in the paper or some other fashion.  Birkholz noted that donations are made from the Liquor Store fund and it is still deep in the red.  The City was not able make a donation last year for the same reason.  Nokes asked if anybody was approaching individuals for donations.  A suggestion was made that something could be put in the paper informing people who or where to give donations.  No motion was made.
4) Discussion: Katie Dittberner asked when the alley to the south of her house was going to be fixed.  Neighbor Ed Theusch digs trenches across the ally to drain water from between his buildings.  The water runs into Dittberner’s yard and threatens her basement.  Campbell stated that he had asked City Maintenance to re-grade the alley last year.  City equipment was not heavy enough and the issue was dropped.  Campbell spoke with Shorty Kingston last Friday about grading and shaping the alley as soon as the frost is out.  Dittberner was looking for help sooner than that.  Campbell will call Kingston to see if he can do something temporary in the short term.  No motion was made.
5) Motion by Birkholz to approve Resolution 08-02, a Resolution Authorizing Issuance, Awarding the Sale, Prescribing the Form and Details and Providing for the Payment of $260,000 General Obligation Wastewater Revenue Bonds, Series 2008A.  Second by Nokes.
a) Discussion: Myron Knutson informed the Council that bids for the Bonds had been received for the issue and Cronin & Co. had the low bid of 4.29 percent for a ten year period.  Knutson said the long term issues were not doing well but this was a good rate for tax exempt short term bonds given all the turmoil in the market.  The proceeds of the Bond sale will be used to purchase the land where the wastewater irrigators are located.  Schmidt asked how many acres were involved and Campbell responded that there were approximately 80 acres under the irrigators. 
b) Vote in Favor: Lahman, Springer, Nokes and Birkholz.
c) Opposed: None. 
6) Motion by Nokes to hire Scott Stumpf as a part-time Police Officer.  Second by Springer.

a) Discussion: Stumpf will replace Reed Rienholt.  Stumpf was a Police Officer with the Glencoe Department for 12 years, the Alexandria Police Department for 6 years and is now an instructor with the Alexandria Technical School Law Enforcement program.  Stumpf, like Rienholt, will only have one or two shifts per month. 
b) Vote in Favor: Springer, Nokes and Birkholz.
c) Opposed: None.

7) Motion by Springer to sign a not-to-exceed $2,500 contract with ProSweep for street sweeping services.  Second by Birkholz. 
a) Discussion:  ProSweep has done street seeping in Parkers for years.  This years not-to-exceed is only $200 over last year and given the cost of fuel probably not out of line.  In the past years they have swept County and State streets and billed them directly.  Campbell will try to find out when they will be in town so a notice can be published to not park vehicles on the street.

b) Vote in Favor: Springer, Nokes and Birkholz.

c) Opposed: None.

8) Discussion: Campbell stated that he has several of the job descriptions for the fire department and has changed the application form to eliminate medical questions.  A physical agility test will have to be put together for new applicants.  A medical exam will then be compiled to reflect the physical requirements of the job.
9) Discussion: Campbell spoke with Connie Wenker, High School Principle, about partnering on the Safe Sidewalks to School project.  She said they would like to and will work with the kids to get them excited about using sidewalks and walking to school.  The City will be responsible for the sidewalk routes and application.
10) Motion by Birkholz to close the meeting pursuant to Statute 13D.05, subd 3(b): Meetings may be closed if the closure is expressly authorized by statute or permitted by 
the attorney-client privilege. Second by Springer.

a) Discussion: The meeting was closed at 7:34 P.M. and no tape recording was made.
b) Vote in Favor: Springer, Nokes and Birkholz.

c) Opposed: None.
11) Motion by Springer to re-open the meeting.  Second by Nokes.
a) Discussion: The meeting re-opened at 8:47.  City Attorney Dan Carlisle provided the City Council on an update of the Eminent Domain proceedings. 

b) Vote in Favor: Springer, Nokes and Birkholz.

c) Opposed: None.

12) Motion by Nokes to pay February bills as presented.  Second by Birkholz
a) Discussion: None.
b) Vote in Favor: Springer, Nokes and Birkholz.

c) Opposed: None.
13) Notices and Communications:


Local Board of Review; Tuesday April 29, 9:30-10:30 AM. Quorum required.



Hazardous Waste Recycling: Friday, August 1st
14) Discussion: Several items were brought up regarding the Event Center.  Nokes wanted to know why some people were allowed to stay in the Event Center after Senior Meals until 4:30—5:00 P.M. with no staff person on the premises.  The Council agreed this had to stop.  Campbell will talk with Lynn Edenloff, Senior Meals cook, to make sure everyone is out and all the lights are off before she leaves.  Nokes asked if we could have some kind of fundraiser for an outside sign for the Event Center.  The sign behind City Hall was considered but it belongs to the Ambulance and does not have wheels and is very hard to move around.  Schroeder suggested a comedy show and that we already had some interest from some comedians from the cities.  Several suggestions for advertising were offered including the Jackie J’s Wedding Expo in Alexandria, the wedding page in the Independent and the Eagle Bend paper.  The Alexandria Chamber of Commerce was discussed.  Birkholz went to the Alex Chamber’s web page as mentioned last month and was not impressed.  Nokes referenced a spreadsheet of expenses for the Event Center canopy and wanted to know when that was approved.  Lahman said that the Council had talked about going ahead with it.  Springer and Myers both said that they understood it was going to be donated labor and the Lions were going to be involved in donated labor.  The lights still need to be added but could be done at a later time.  Lahman will talk to Harris about the labor.  There was some more discussion about Prairie Christmas and how that could be brought to the Event Center.   
15) Motion by Birkholz to offer two Event Center wedding packages as discussed.  Second by Springer.
a) Discussion: Lahman stated that the Event Center committee, Schroeder and Klukken met to discuss wedding packages.  The committee’s recommendation was: 6 to 10 P.M on Friday, Saturday 8 A.M to Sunday 1 A.M and Sunday 10 A.M. to Noon for $800.  Schroeder had just offered that package to a party and they were not interested in Sunday morning.  The Council decided to offer 6 to 10 P.M on Friday and Saturday 8 A.M to Sunday 1 A.M for $750 as an alternative.  The Council also agreed to offer $100 discounts to the Parkers Prairie Service clubs when they sponsor events at the Event Center.
b) Vote in Favor: Springer, Nokes and Birkholz.

c) Opposed: None.
16) Discussion: Campbell told the Council at the February meeting that Arvig Communications said the USDA loan check would be available the following Friday or Monday.  Turns out that their Attorney had not sent the documents to USDA.  A courtesy copy of a cover letter from Arvig’s Attorney shows that the documents were mail to USDA on March 7th, 2008.
17) Discussion: There was some confusion about how to read the income/loss statements for the Liquor Store and the Event Center.  Schroeder took a few minutes to explain the report and asked that if anyone ever had a question about that or any other financial report to give her a call. 
18) A motion to adjourn was made by Nokes and seconded by Birkholz.  The meeting ended at

9:38 P.M.
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