PARKERS PRAIRIE CITY COUNCIL

December 19, 2005

Those present were Larry Lahman, Mayor, Kevin Birkholz, Linda Nokes, Blayne Ferley, Greg Springer, and David Campbell.  Also present were Tom Myers—Independent; Audrey Klukken, John Kamphake, Mark Birkholz and David Pratt—Arvig Communications, Police Chief Doug Whiting, Todd Tumberg, Justin Newberg and Aaron Noetzelman.

The meeting opened at 7:00 p.m. with the Pledge of Allegiance.

1) Motion by Birkholz to approve the November 16, 2005 minutes.  Second by Ferley.

a) Discussion: None.

b) Vote in Favor: Lahman, Springer, Birkholz, Ferley and Nokes.

c) Opposed: None.

2) Motion by Springer to approve the November 21, 2005 minutes as amended.  Second by Nokes.

a) Discussion: Birkholz pointed out that that he was recorded as making and seconding the motion in item six.  Ferley made the motion and Birkholz seconded the motion.  Campbell will correct the error.

b) Vote in Favor: Lahman, Springer, Birkholz, Ferley and Nokes.

c) Opposed: None.

3) Motion by Nokes to approve the December 5, 2005 minutes.  Second by Birkholz.

a) Discussion: None.

b) Vote in Favor: Lahman, Springer, Birkholz, Ferley and Nokes.

c) Opposed: None.

Public Hearing was opened at 7:02 P. M.

4) Motion by Ferley to adopt Resolution 05-2, A Resolution Approving A Cable Television Rate Increase.  Second by Nokes.
a) Discussion: David Pratt, Director of Video Operations for Arvig Communications Systems (ACS) discussed FCC cable television regulations regarding rate setting.  ACS works with City Councils to set rates.  Many costs are beyond ACS control.  The major cost center for cable television are the programming costs.  Network upgrades require additional revenue.  Currently, the revenue is not enough to cover costs.  
Ferley: What is the timeline for upgrades?  The Carlos Head-in has been discontinued and is now linked with Parkers.  During the first quarter of 2006 we will be testing equipment to bring the cable signals from Perham via fiber optic.  When that connection is made all other Head-in’s will be discontinued.  These improvements should make ‘off-air’ signals more stable and better quality as opposed to the Garfield tower.  ACS will provide four choices or Tiers of service and will begin to offer digital format service.

Birkholz: Is the rate increase comparable with surrounding committees?  Parkers rate is less than surrounding communities.  The increase will move Parkers closer to surrounding communities.  The ACS comparable tier of service is $35.  There should not be any further rate increase in 2006.

Ferley: Is there any demand for the Travel Channel?  The addition of the Travel Channel is the result of discontinuing the Carlos Head-in.  There were contracts to renegotiate, Carlos lost some channels and Parkers gained the Travel Channel.  There was no special local demand.  Pratt offered to speak with anyone to explain the situation and answer specific questions.

Ferley: Will ACS hold the rate for two years then ask for another $5 increase?  ACS would rather make smaller adjustments more often than big increases in two or three year increments.

b) Vote in Favor: Lahman, Ferley and Nokes.

c) Abstain: Springer, Birkholz.

d) Opposed: None.

Public Hearing closed at 7:40 P.M.

5) Discussion: Todd Tumberg stated that cars were blocking his mailbox and the mail carrier was not able to get to deliver his mail.  The cars belong to elementary school staff and the staff parking is reduced in winter because of the skating rink.  Also, the snowplow doesn’t get there until after the cars are parked and Potratz has to swing around them.  That leaves the snow ridge out in the street instead of in the parkway.  Tumberg asked if ‘No Parking’ signs could be put up.  Lahman said that if the City put up signs there we would have signs everywhere.  The problem is having individual mailboxes placed randomly.  Clustered mailboxes would minimize the issue.  Chief Whiting will place temporary ‘No Parking’ signs by Tumberg’s and speak to the school Superintendent.  The problem was referred to committee of Campbell and Springer who will work with the Postmaster.

6) Motion by Birkholz to have Chief Whiting order a new police car.  Second by Ferley.

a) Discussion:  Chief Whiting asked permission to order a new police car now for delivery in late March.  The base cost will be $20,087.  A $55 upcharge for a vinyl backseat will bring it to $20,142.  The vinyl back seat makes for eaiser cleanup after dogs and other messes.  The current squad will become the unmarked car the current unmarked will go to auction.  The City sold a car at the State auction for twice the dollars a car locally received.  The new car will come computer ready.  The County has four trial units out now.  The Police Capital account has enough money to pay for the car and all the necessary upgrades.
b) Vote in Favor: Lahman, Springer, Birkholz, Ferley and Nokes.

c) Opposed: None.

7) Motion by Springer to allow the Police Department to purchase a new radio.  Second by Nokes.

a) Discussion: The Police Department has always asked for new radios as a separate item. 

b) Vote in Favor: Lahman, Springer, Birkholz, Ferley and Nokes.

c) Opposed: None.

8) Motion by Nokes to Certify the Budget Levy for 2006.  Second by Birkholz. 

a) Discussion: No comments were received after the initial budget approval and no residents attended the Truth-in-Taxation meeting held December 5th.

b) Vote in Favor: Lahman, Springer, Birkholz, Ferley and Nokes.

c) Opposed: None.

9) Motion by Ferley to not waive Statutory limits for the City’s liability insurance.  Second by Springer.

a) Discussion: Annual review required by the Council.

b) Vote in Favor: Lahman, Nokes, Ferley, Springer, Birkholz.

c) Opposed: None.

10) Motion by Springer to approve Resolution NO. 05-24, A Resolution Approving Participation in an Otter Tail County Seal Coat contract.  Second by Birkholz.

a) Discussion: MNDot recommends that streets 5 to 7 years old be seal coated to achieved expected life expectancy.  The Maintenance Department suggested the streets in the Northwest corner of the City and West Colfax Addition be seal coated this year.

b) Vote in Favor: Lahman, Nokes, Springer, Ferley, Birkholz.

c) Opposed: None.

11) Discussion: An ongoing issue has been the removal of snow from sidewalks.  The Independent has been running a notice for several weeks.  Campbell and Springer will take a look to see what sidewalks are not being cleared and send out letters.  Lahman noted that there was a pile of snow on the sidewalk at the east entrance to the high school parking lot.  Homeowners should be concerned because they may be liable for injuries.

12) Motion by Nokes to pay the November bills as presented.  Second by Ferley. 

a) Discussion: A check made out to Fuse was questioned.  Fuse is a band that played at the Liquor store.  A bill for repair of the MLS sign was questioned.  Warrantied items were not billed.  Most of the bill was for travel from North Dakota.  We will try to find service closer to Parkers.  Campbell installed a separate ground rod and connected the sign to it.  It’s not clear that there was any requirement by the sign manufacturer or Code to install a separate ground rod.  There have been no further problems with the sign. 

b) Vote in Favor: Lahman, Springer, Birkholz, Nokes and Ferley. 

c) Opposed: None

13) Discussion: Nokes asked if the ‘No Smoking’ signs had been received for the City Park.  Campbell said the signs were here and would go up in the spring.

14) Reports:  Klukken reported that the acoustical tiles were installed and the echo problem was significantly reduced.  Now the Bands are just too loud.  People complain about the JukeBox being too loud.  Klukken will see about disconnecting the speaker on the west wall.  On-Sale price increases have been implemented.  Off-Sale inventory has been done.  Campbell has the results and will have them for the Council at the January meeting.  Klukken is offering a 10 percent discount on wines during the holidays as a promotion.

Nokes asked Chief Whiting if people can make a ‘Citizens Arrest’?  Chief Whiting said that citizens could come into the office, sign a compliant and he would follow up on the complaint.

15) Motion by Nokes to adjourn.  Second by Birkholz.

There being no further business the meeting adjourned at 8:40 PM.
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