PARKERS PRAIRIE CITY COUNCIL

November 21, 2005

Those present were Larry Lahman, Mayor, Kevin Birkholz, Linda Nokes, Blayne Ferley, Greg Springer, and David Campbell.  Also present were Tom Myers—Independent; Dave Schmidt, Dave Dittberner and Jerome Haggenmiller. 

The meeting opened at 7:00 p.m. with the Pledge of Allegiance.

1) Motion by Nokes to approve the October 17, 2005 minutes.  Second by Ferley.

a) Discussion: None.

b) Vote in Favor: Lahman, Springer, Birkholz, Ferley and Nokes.

c) Opposed: None.

Public Hearing was opened at 7:02 P. M.

2) Motion by Ferley to adopt Amendment 17 to Ordinance 30, which sets hours of operation for On-, and Off Sale of intoxicating and non-intoxicating beverages.  Second by Springer.

a) Discussion:  The amendment will allow On-sale of intoxicating beverages until 1:00 AM Saturday and non-intoxicating beverages until 1:00 Saturday and Sunday.  The sale of intoxicating beverages until 1:00 A.M. Sunday requires a referendum and the question will be put on the ballot for the November 2006 election.  The later hour will compete with area bars.
b) Vote in Favor: Lahman, Springer, Birkholz, Ferley and Nokes.

c) Opposed: None.

3) Motion by Springer to adopt revised Animal Control Ordinance.  Second by Birkholz.

a) Discussion: The ordinance was reformatted and a section regarding animal litter was added.  Dave Schmidt spoke in support of the animal litter addition, as did several Council members.

b) Vote in Favor: Lahman, Springer, Birkholz, Ferley and Nokes.

c) Opposed: None.

Public hearing closed at 7:15 P.M.

4) Motion by Ferley to approve Resolutions 05-21, 05-22 and 05-23 which grant pull-tab site licenses to the Sportsmans Club for the Municipal Liquor Store, Griff’s Bar & Grill and Shysters.  Second by Nokes.

a) Discussion: Site licenses are annual renewals required by the State.

b) Vote in Favor: Lahman, Springer, Birkholz, Ferley and Nokes.

c) Opposed: None.

5) Motion by Birkholz to approve the lease agreement between the City and the Sportsmans Club for pull tab materials storage at the Municipal Liquor Store.  Second by Springer.

a) Discussion: Annual renewal required by the State.

b) Vote in Favor: Lahman, Nokes, Ferley, Springer, Birkholz.

c) Opposed: None.

6) Motion by Ferley to approve a Bingo License request from Connie Thoennes as a fundraiser for Dollars for Scholars.  Second by Birkholz.

a) Discussion: Council expressed support for the Dollars for Scholars program and instructed Campbell to sign the application form on behalf of the City. 

b) Vote in Favor: Lahman, Nokes, Springer, Ferley, Birkholz.

c) Opposed: None.

7) Motion by Springer to approve and sign one-year contract between the city and the International Union of Operating Engineers, Local No. 70.  Second by Nokes.

a) Discussion: The Union represents the City Maintenance workers.  They accepted the City’s pay increase offer and employee participation of 5 percent in the cost of health insurance.  The contracts were signed a forwarded to the Union office.

b) Vote in Favor: Lahman, Nokes, Ferley, Birkholz, Springer.

c) Opposed: None.

8) Motion by Ferley to approve the 2006 Water Enterprise Fund budget as presented with rate increases as discussed.  Second by Birkholz.

a) Discussion: The budget presented by the staff did not include a rate increase.  The council felt that the rates should keep up with inflation and build a reserve to help pay for system expansion.  The Council remains concerned about the effect of rate increases on those residents on fixed incomes.  The Base rate was increased by 3 percent based on the cost of living increase of 3.2 percent.  Rates 1 and 2 were increased 10 percent.

b) Vote in Favor: Lahman, Nokes, Ferley, Birkholz, Springer.

c) Opposed: None.

9) Motion by Springer to approve the 2006 Sewer Enterprise Fund budget as presented with rate increases as discussed.  Second by Birkholz.

a) Discussion: The budget presented by the Staff included rate increases but the Council did not feel they were keeping-up.  The Base rate was set at 6 percent and Rates 1& 2 were set at 10 percent.  

b) Vote in Favor: Lahman, Nokes, Ferley, Birkholz, Springer.

c) Opposed: None.

10) Motion by Birkholz to approve the 2006 MLS budget as presented.  Second by Nokes.

a) Discussion: The budget was presented with an approximate $9,000 shortfall.  A rate increase of twenty-five cents for bottle and draft beer and forty cents for mix and shot drinks were proposed.  Campbell stated that by his calculations a twenty-five cent increase on any one item would cover the shortfall and felt that a twenty-five cent increase on the mix and shot drinks was enough.   Audrey did an informal survey of area establishments and found that the suggested increases would still be at or lower than other local bars.   The council agreed to an across-the-board increase of twenty-five cents.  Campbell will check on the current price of draft pitchers and adjust if necessary.

b) Vote in Favor: Lahman, Springer, Birkholz, Nokes and Ferley. 

c) Opposed: None

11) Motion by Springer to engage Carlson Highland for the 2005 audit.  Second by Birkholz.

a) Discussion: Proposed fee for the 2005 audit is $8,500 to $9,000.

b) Vote in Favor: Lahman, Springer, Birkholz, Nokes and Ferley. 

c) Opposed: None

12) Motion by Ferley to make final payment to Getz Construction for new MLS.  Second by Springer.

a) Discussion: Getz Construction submitted a final bill of $5,000.  They still must honor the one-year warranty.

b) Vote in Favor: Lahman, Springer, Birkholz, Nokes and Ferley. 

c) Opposed: None

13) Motion by Nokes to hire Justin Newberg as Ice Rink Manager.  Second by Springer.

a) Discussion: Newberg was Manager last year with no problems and many compliments.

b) Vote in Favor: Lahman, Springer, Birkholz, Nokes and Ferley. 

c) Opposed: None

14) Discussion:  A question regarding the status of the irrigators was raised.  Campbell has contacted Valley Irrigation to get a Bid and start work.

15) Motion by Springer to pay the October bills as presented.  Second by Birkholz. 

a) Discussion: A check made out to PUSH was questioned.  PUSH is a band that played at the Liquor store.

b) Vote in Favor: Lahman, Springer, Birkholz, Nokes and Ferley. 

c) Opposed: None

16) Notices:


Truth in Taxation: 
Initial Hearing 


December 5th, 2005





Continuation Hearing


December 12th, 2005





Budget Certification


December 19th, 2005





Final Certification to County



17) Motion by Nokes to adjourn.  Second by Ferley.

There being no further business the meeting adjourned at 8:40 PM.

Respectfully submitted
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City Administrator






Mayor

