SPECIAL MEETING

PARKERS PRAIRIE CITY COUNCIL

November 16, 2005

Those present were Kevin Birkholz, Linda Nokes, Blayne Ferley and David Campbell.  Also present were Roger Froemming—County Commissioner, Rick West—County Engineer, Dallas Grewe—Maintenance Supervisor, Judy Moeller, Urban Klimek, Bob Lahman, Dave & Judy Penrose, Delmer Wilke and Bruce Jahnke, 

1) The meeting was opened at 7:30 p.m.  Campbell introduced the County representatives and stated that the purpose of the meeting was to discuss the impact of closing the County garage in Parkers Prairie Township.  Rick West started by saying that the County had built a new garage in Henning.  Part of that decision was co-locating with MNDot garage with some possible sharing of resources.  West stated that there would be no changes this winter and referenced a meeting held earlier with the City Council.  If the County were to close the Parkers garage the property would probably go to the City through an inter-governmental transfer of assets with the provision that the sand/salt pile and the recycling containers would stay.  The County is looking at changing some snowplowing routes for this corner of the County to originate out of Henning on a trial basis.  West emphasized that they would have to be able to provide the same level of service before any changes would be made.

· Do the snowplow trucks fit in the existing garage?  The trucks with plows mounted do not fit in the garage.  The County bought tandem axle trucks, which are longer.

· How big is the Henning garage?  The Henning garage is 50’ by 180’, six bays including one wash bay.

· Will the Parkers trucks fit in the Henning garage?  The Henning garage was built as large as possible to support future requirements.  It took eight years of savings to pay for the garage.

· Comments:  The City of Parkers is growing and County Highways are an important part of that process.  There are concerns that the roads will get compacted by people going to work before the County can get the roads plowed.  Concerns about County workers ‘deadheading’ from Henning to plow the Parkers area.  Dave Penrose concerned that County Hwy 46 remain open because his business has trucks running 24 hours a day.  Concern about different weather patterns between Henning and Parkers.

West restated that no changes would be made this winter and no changes would be made that would decrease the level of service to this area.

The meeting adjourned at 8:10 P.M.
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