PARKERS PRAIRIE CITY COUNCIL

October 17, 2005

Those present were Larry Lahman, Mayor, Kevin Birkholz, Linda Nokes, Blayne Ferley, Greg Springer, and David Campbell.  Also present were Jennifer Marquardt—Independent; Audrey Klukken, Gary Anderson, Carl Henning, Dennis Roers, Scott Koep and Joe Klimek—Urbank Machine, Inc. and John Kamphake. 

The meeting opened at 7:00 p.m. with the Pledge of Allegiance.

1) Mayor Lahman presented a JOBz Check for $80,000 to Scott Koep and Joe Klimek of Urbank Machine, Inc.

2) Motion by Springer to approve the September 19, 2005 minutes.  Second by Birkholz.

a) Discussion: None.

b) Vote in Favor: Lahman, Springer, Birkholz, Ferley and Nokes.

c) Opposed: None.

3) Motion by Birkholz to approve the October 4, 2005 minutes.  Second by Ferley.

a) Discussion: None.

b) Vote in Favor: Lahman, Springer, Birkholz, Ferley and Nokes.

c) Opposed: None.

4) Motion by Ferley to accept a Bid of $968.00 from Brian Hoppe for the 1977 pumper firetruck.  Second by Birkholz.

a) Discussion: There was only one Bid submitted and that was from Brian Hoppe.  A question was raised about the truck’s appraised value.  Anderson (from the Fire Department) said the truck had been valued between $3,000 and $5,000 as a fire truck, scrap value is unknown. The City paid $10,000 for it in 1995.  Anderson also stated that while we need to keep the truck until the end of the year, when the time comes, we need to be able to get rid of it to make room for the new truck.  Hoppe will probably strip it and use the chassis.

b) Vote in Favor: Lahman, Springer, Birkholz, Ferley and Nokes.

c) Opposed: None.

5) Motion by Birkholz for the City to fund 60%, up to $9,000 of the cost of a Right-Turn Lane at State Highway 29 and Dogwood Lane.  Second by Springer. 

a) Discussion: Henning handed out a letter explaining MNDot’s requirement to construct a Right-Turn Lane to provide access to his Oakwood Estates housing project.  While the Right-Turn Lane is required to provide access to his project, he feels other residents, in and out of City Limits will benefit and should have the opportunity to help pay for it.  The City already has an investment in Dogwood Estates and Dogwood Lane.  Henning is under-the-gun trying to get the Turn Lane constructed before weather closes the bituminous plants.  The Turn Lane will be located outside of City Limits and cost about $15,000.  Henning agreed to approach the township for help with the financing.  Ferley suggested that the City contribute 60%, up to $9,000, toward the project, the rest coming from either the Township or Oakwood Estates.  Campbell will work with Henning on the project.

b) Vote in Favor: Lahman, Springer, Birkholz, Ferley and Nokes.

c) Opposed: None.

6) Discussion: Nokes, Springer and Campbell surveyed City Park for a location to build the Basketball court.  They reported that by moving the volleyball court north between the Road and the softball field, the basketball court could go where the volleyball court is currently located.  This would still require some trees to be moved or cut and possibly some cemented picnic tables.  Lahman said that moving the volleyball court would not work because of railroad right-of-way extends almost to the first base dugout.  Campbell worked with the railroad real estate office when ProAg bought railroad right-of-way.  He will discuss the situation with the contact and see if anything can be worked out.  

Motion to Table by Ferley, Second by Nokes. 

Vote in Favor: Lahman, Nokes, Ferley, Springer, Birkholz.

Opposed: None.

7) Motion by Springer to approve the recommended Pay Table Pay Grade for the Head Bartender position as Pay Grade 5.  Second by Nokes.

a) Discussion: Campbell explained the history behind the Pay Table, Job Descriptions, Princeton Modified Evaluation system and the State Comparable Worth Reporting requirements.  By having detailed Job Descriptions, the position can be evaluated against a standard and in relation to other jobs.  That establishes a fair and reasonable pay scale that can be reported to the State Comparable Worth survey.

b) Vote in Favor: Lahman, Nokes, Springer, Ferley, Birkholz.

c) Opposed: None.

8) Motion by Ferley to place Head Bartender Audrey Klukken at Step 1 immediately, and Step 2 in January, at Pay Grade 5 on the Pay Grade table.  Second by Nokes.

a) Discussion: The council felt Step 1 was appropriate based on Klukken’s experience in the City’s Liquor Store and her performance as Head Bartender to date.

b) Vote in Favor: Lahman, Nokes, Ferley, Birkholz, Springer.

c) Opposed: None.

9) Motion by Ferley to approve Resolution 05-20, A Resolution to Establish a City Administrator Position.  Second by Springer.

a) Discussion: Lahman spoke in favor of the Resolution citing a e-mail he received from Bill Uhde regarding Campbell’s assistance, as City Administrator, to him personally.  Lahman also noted Campbell’s recent assistance to Russ Sowers, a Township resident, with an issue with the EPA.  The need for a position that can work with agencies at the local, State and Federal level on behalf of the City is a necessity. 

b) Vote in Favor: Lahman, Nokes, Ferley, Birkholz, Springer.

c) Opposed: None.

10) Motion by Springer to hire Campbell full-time, effective January 1st, 2006, to the position of City Administrator.  Second by Birkholz.

a) Discussion: Campbell has fulfilled the responsibilities of City Administrator, in a part-time capacity since February 2005 and full-time from January 1996 to June 2003.  He is experienced with the issues and challenges facing Parkers Prairie.

b) Vote in Favor: Lahman, Nokes, Ferley, Birkholz, Springer.

c) Opposed: None.

11) Discussion: Audrey Klukken, Head Bartender gave the following report: Qualified bartenders and waitstaff continue to be a challenge.  She is still working on the Bar Bingo.   The problem is finding an organization with a Bingo permit and willing to run the game.  She is also working on a pool tournament but needs someone to set up and monitor the brackets.  A masquerade ball is scheduled for October 29th and the MLS is decorated for Halloween.  Klukken stated that you get what you pay for with inexpensive bands and wanted to know if she should go to the seven to eight hundred dollar range.  The Council agreed that that was probably necessary to get a crowd in the place.  The noise problem was again brought up.  Campbell has been working with an acoustical company and should have some solutions for the November meeting.  A cover charge or higher ‘entertainment night’ drink prices was discussed.  The Council favored raising drink prices over trying to manage cover charge.  Customer appreciation day is coming up.  Campbell noted that we were not licensed by the Department of Health to serve food and snacks.  Klukken and Campbell will talk with Ray Caauwe to see what can be worked out.  Advertising through KickFM and the local paper was discussed.

12) Motion by Birkholz to pay the September bills as presented.  Second by Springer. 

a) Discussion: None. 

b) Vote in Favor: Lahman, Springer, Birkholz, Nokes and Ferley. 

c) Opposed: None

13) Notices:


Water Quality Report from MN Dept. Health on Lead and Copper was good.


Need to schedule Council member for Local Board of Review training.


Host West Central Initiative’s Quarterly meeting, Sept 21, 2005 w/ AbbeyMoor Tour


Truth in Taxation: 
Initial Hearing 


December 5th, 2005





Continuation Hearing


December 12th, 2005





Budget Certification


December 19th, 2005





Final Certification to County



14) Discussion: Nokes asked if the City had an Ordinance about deteriorating buildings.  Lahman said no.  Nokes said she had been approached about the condition of alleys at Colfax and Park by the railroad tracks and behind the Post Office.  The trail by the railroad tracks is on railroad property and the holes behind the Post Office are on private property. 

15) Motion by Birkholz to adjourn.  Second by Nokes.

There being no further business the meeting adjourned at 8:40 PM.

Respectfully submitted
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