PARKERS PRAIRIE CITY COUNCIL

September 19, 2005

Those present were Larry Lahman, Mayor, Kevin Birkholz, Linda Nokes, Blayne Ferley, Greg Springer, and David Campbell.  Also present were Tom Myers—Independent; Jeff and Heidi Samuelson, Kim Schroeder, Audrey Klukken, Ken Hadley, Carold Hilgren, Gilmore Jahnke, and John Kamphake. 

The meeting opened at 7:00 p.m. with the Pledge of Allegiance.

1) Motion by Springer to approve the August 15, 2005 minutes with correction.  Seconded by Birkholz.

a) Discussion: Greg and Tammy Larson were omitted from the list of attendees.

b) Vote in Favor: Lahman, Springer, Birkholz, Ferley and Nokes.

c) Opposed: None.

2) Motion by Birkholz to approve the August 22, 2005 minutes.  Seconded by Ferley.

a) Discussion: Nokes asked about the budget and if there were specific numbers available.  Lahman stated that the budget was broke down to line items and not for specific items.

b) Vote in Favor: Lahman, Springer, Birkholz, Ferley and Nokes.

c) Opposed: None.

3) Motion by Ferley to approve the September 7, 2005 minutes.  Seconded by Nokes.

a) Discussion: None.

b) Vote in Favor: Lahman, Springer, Birkholz, Ferley and Nokes.

c) Opposed: None.

4) Discussion: Lahman suggested that the Council establish a base bid that the City would accept.  The appraised value, as is, is $73,000.  Birkholz suggested within 10 percent of the appraisal.  There was some discussion regarding the value of the lot as opposed to the value of the building.  Lahman noted that if someone were to tear down the building and sell the bare lot, the demolition costs would be around $30,000, an optimistic selling price of the bare lot might be $37,500 leaving a bid price of only $5,000.  Other things to consider are getting the building back on the tax roles and the ongoing heating and maintenance costs if the building is not sold.  Campbell announced that there was only one bid.  The bid included a Letter of Credit for the Bid price of $20,100.00.  Heidi Samuelson stated that they planned to restore the building to original condition.  They plan on opening a sit-down Pizza Ranch restaurant with six full-time and six part-time employees.  Heidi stated that they want to have a family friendly gathering place that youth could come to and to have a room upstairs for catered groups.  She also noted that the project to take 18 months, cost up to $250,000.  Lahman stated that many people around the community would like to see the building stay.

a) Motion by Nokes to accept the $20,100.00 Bid for the former Liquor Store building located at 105 N. Otter Ave.  Second by Springer. 

b) Vote in Favor: Lahman, Springer, Birkholz, Ferley and Nokes.

c) Opposed: None.

5) Discussion: Jeff Samuelson told the Council that the Jaycees would like to add a regulation size basketball court to City Park.  Jeff passed out photos of the basketball courts in Wadena as examples of what they were planning to do.  The basketball court would require an area approximately 66 ft by 105 ft and they were considering an area west of the volleyball court.  The cost will depend on the number of hoops and lighting.  The Jaycees will be responsible for fund raising.  Campbell suggested that there might be some DNR money available.  A committee of Nokes, Springer and Campbell was formed to work with the Jaycees.

6) Motion by Nokes to pay the August bills as presented.  Second by Birkholz. 

a) Discussion: None. 

b) Vote in Favor: Lahman, Springer, Birkholz, Nokes and Ferley. 

c) Opposed: None

7) Notices:


Water Quality Report from MN Dept. Health on Lead and Copper was good.


Need to schedule Council member for Local Board of Review training.


Host West Central Initiative’s Quarterly meeting, Sept 21, 2005 w/ AbbeyMoor Tour


Truth in Taxation: 
Initial Hearing 


December 5th, 2005





Continuation Hearing


December 12th, 2005





Budget Certification


December 19th, 2005





Final Certification to County



8) Committee Reports:

a) Audrey Klukken gave a report on Liquor Store:  

i) Inventory completed.  Some discrepancies because of move.  Good baseline to work from.

ii) Daily Specials

iii) Monday Night Football

iv) Bar Bingo

v) Pool Tournament

vi) Texas Holdem

vii) Halloween Masquerade Ball

viii) Wine Tasting November 12th or 19th
ix) Gift Certificates

x) New years Entertainment 

b) A Tobacco compliance check was conducted on August 31st, 2005 in accordance with the City Ordinance.  The Liquor Store and Griff’s Bar failed and were issued citations.

c) Campbell informed the Council that the IRS had increased allowable mileage rate to 48 cents per mile.  The City’s current reimbursement rate is 28 cents per mile.  The Council was not interested is changing the City rate.

9) Discussion: Residents complained about people walking their dogs and not cleaning up after them.  The Council acknowledged it was a problem.  Campbell will look into an Ordinance amendment after which it can be put in the paper and water bills.  

10) Discussion: Lahman, Campbell and John Kamphake looked at the land between the tracks and the street by Dewy Schmidt’s house.  There is not enough area to make a detention pond that would solve the water problem.  Lahman spoke with Schmidt and presented three options:

a) The City could buy his place and make a detention pond there.

b) The City could buy the lots to the east of his place and put a detention pond there.

c) Do nothing.

Schmidt indicated his Attorney would contact the City.

11) Discussion: Questions were raised about the Excavation at the John Schmidt property and the demolition of the John Annis house.  Campbell will follow up.

12) Discussion: Nokes thought the City should say Thanks to all those folks that walk about the community and take the time to pick up trash as they come across it.  The Council heartily agreed.

13) Motion by Birkholz to adjourn.  Second by Ferley.

There being no further business the meeting adjourned at 8:05 PM.

Respectfully submitted
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