PARKERS PRAIRIE CITY COUNCIL

JULY 18, 2005

Those present were Larry Lahman, Mayor, Kevin Birkholz, Linda Nokes, Blayne Ferley, Greg Springer, and David Campbell.  Also present were Tom Myers—Independent; Roger Froemming—Otter Tail County Commissioner, Marion Kershner—Otter Tail County Public Health, Randy Carlson—Carlson Highland & Co., Kathee Carlson—Attorney, Brian Hemquist, Terry Carlson, John Klaessy, and John Kamphake. 

The meeting opened at 7:00 p.m. with the Pledge of Allegiance.

1) Motion by Birkholz to approve the June 20, 2005 minutes as presented.  Seconded by Springer.

a) Discussion: None.

b) Vote in Favor: Lahman, Springer, Birkholz, Ferley and Nokes.

c) Opposed: None.

Open Public Hearing 7:02 P.M.

2) Motion by Ferley to grant John and Kelli Klaessy a variance to build an addition to the existing house following existing walls that are within the setback.  Second by Birkholz.

a) Discussion: The only concerns were regarding access to water and sewer.  Adjoining property owner Curt Lind had no objection to the project.  There were no objections from those present.

b) Vote in Favor: Lahman, Springer, Birkholz, Ferley and Nokes.

c) Opposed: None.

Public Hearing closed at 7:05 P.M.

3) Motion by Birkholz to contact Minnesota Valley for an estimate to repair the electrical problem with the irrigators.  Seconded by Springer.

a) Discussion: Terry Carlson and Brian Hemquist expressed concern about the continued problems with the irrigators.  A series of problems with circuit breakers has stopped irrigator operation.  The City is not getting rid of the wastewater and Terry and Brian are dry-land farming.  Because of MPCA wastewater monitoring requirements, the City system does not operate like a standard irrigator system.  Campbell will follow-up. 

b) Vote in Favor: Lahman, Birkholz, Springer, Nokes and Ferley.

c) Opposed: None

4) Motion by Springer to place “No Smoking” signs provided by the County in City Park after Fall Festival. Second by Nokes.

a) Discussion: Marion Kershner stated that Otter Tail County conducted a random telephone survey concerning the use of tobacco in parks and recreational areas.  A significant number said they would support limited or no tobacco use in Parks.  Pelican Rapids, Detroit Lakes and Henning are among 68 communities in Minnesota that have tobacco free park policies or ordinances and only 25% report compliance problems.  If Parkers Prairie were to adopt such a policy, Otter Tail County will provide signs for posting.  Birkholz asked what was happening at the County level.  Kershner replied that at this time there is no County wide smoking policy being considered.  There was discussion about enforcement and compliance issues.  Springer suggested putting up the signs after Fall Festival and go on the honor system.  Lahman said there would be no teeth in such a policy unless it was in the Ordinance and if we were going to do it, don’t wait till after Fall Festival.

b) Vote in Favor: Birkholz, Nokes, Springer and Ferley.

c) Opposed: Lahman.

5) Motion by Ferley to accept the annual Audit Report as presented.  Second by Springer. 

a) Discussion: Randy Carlson gave a brief overview of the audit for 2004.  The only problem encountered related to the reconciliation of bank statement to the City’s books.  The only reportable finding was the lack of segregation of duties.  Because of the City’s size and limited staff this will continue to be a reportable finding.  Generally there were increases in Net Assets, Fund Balances and Debt.  The Debt increase was because of the Bonds for construction of the Liquor Store.  Because of new reporting requirements audits were taking longer.  The audit at Parkers Prairie took the least time, in part because of the prep work done by Kim Schroeder.

b) Vote in Favor: Birkholz, Nokes, Ferley, Lahman and Springer

c) Opposed: None.

6) Motion by Springer to Adopt Resolution 05-19, a Resolution to Abolish the Parkers Prairie Planning Commission. Second by Birkholz.

a) Discussion:  The Planning Commission has not been available since the early 1990’s.  The City Ordinance requires all Ordinance amendments to come through the Planning Commission.  This Resolution will abolish the Planning Commission and appoint the City Council to assume those duties. 

b) Vote in Favor: Lahman, Springer, Birkholz, Nokes and Ferley.

c) Opposed: None.

7) Motion by Nokes to close the meeting to discuss the performance of Rodney Weibye as Liquor Store Manager.  Second by Springer.

a) Discussion: None. 

b) Vote in Favor: Lahman, Birkholz, Springer, Nokes and Ferley.

c) Opposed: None.

Meeting closed at 8:10 PM and reopened to the public at 8:55 PM.  


Summary: The Council considered the comments of co-workers and the public, an apparent failure to meet expectations, and the continued employment of Mr. Weibye.

8) Motion by Nokes to terminate Mr. Weibye with two weeks notice.  Second by Lahman. 

a) Discussion: Ferley felt that Mr. Weibye’s failings were the result of poor communication between Mr. Weibye and himself and that we ought to start over.  Birkholz and Springer felt that a meeting with the Liquor Store Committee and Mr. Weibye that clearly spelled out shortcomings and expectations was required.  Lahman stated that Mr. Weibye was given the job requirements and expectations with the job application. 

b) Vote in Favor: Lahman and Nokes.

c) Opposed: Birkholz, Springer and Ferley

9)  Motion by Ferley to re-affirm Mr. Weibye’s employment as Liquor Store Manager.  Second by Birkholz. 

a) Discussion: Lahman does not agree with meeting with Mr. Weibye to tell him what is expected of him when he was already given the expectations in writing and he said he could do the job.  Birkholz said that anybody who enters a new system needs time to get orientated.  Ferley said that he (Ferley) should have been more involved as things came up.  Springer stated that the matter could be revisited in a couple of months because Mr. Weibye will still be a probational employee.  A meeting will be set up with Mr. Weibye this Thursday at 7:00 PM.

b) Vote in Favor: Birkholz, Springer and Ferley.

c) Opposed: None. Lahman and Nokes

10) Motion by Birkholz to have JJ’s Company excavate a detention pond between the railroad tracks and the road west of Dewy Schmidt’s property.   Second by Springer.  

a) Discussion: Campbell spoke with Rodney Peterson about the storm water problem at Dewy Schmidt’s.  Peterson was receptive to enlarging the detention pond on his property but would like to see what would happen if a detention pond was excavated by the tracks first. 

b) Vote in Favor: Lahman, Birkholz, Springer, Nokes and Ferley.

c) Opposed: None.

11) Motion by Springer to pay the May bills and two late bills from JJ’s Company as presented.  Second by Nokes.

a) Discussion: None. 

b) Vote in Favor: Lahman, Birkholz, Springer, Nokes and Ferley.

c) Opposed: None.

12) Motion by Birkholz to Adjourn, Second by Nokes.  Meeting adjourned at 9:20 PM.

Respectfully submitted
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