PARKERS PRAIRIE CITY COUNCIL

JUNE 20, 2005

Those present were Larry Lahman, Mayor, Kevin Birkholz, Linda Nokes, Blayne Ferley, Greg Springer, and David Campbell.  Also present were Doug Hoffman—Fire Department, Doug Whiting—Police Chief, Tom Myers—Independent; Jerome Haggenmiller—Sportsmans Club, Marcia Ratajesak, Chad DeBoer, Clyde Hendrickson, Mike Higley, Kim Schroeder, Mr. & Mrs. Tony Woodworth and John Kamphake. 

The meeting opened at 7:00 p.m. with the Pledge of Allegiance.

1) Motion by Birkholz to approve the May 16th, 2005 minutes as presented.  Seconded by Springer.

a) Discussion: Tom Schroeder is listed as attending but was not present.

b) Vote in Favor: Lahman, Springer, Birkholz, Ferley and Nokes.

c) Opposed: None.

2) Motion by Ferley to approve the May 23rd, 2005 minutes as presented.  Seconded by Birkholz.

a) Discussion: None.

b) Vote in Favor: Lahman, Springer, Birkholz, Ferley and Nokes.

c) Opposed: None.

3) Motion by Nokes to approve the June 1st, 2005 minutes with corrections.  Seconded by Birkholz.

a) Discussion: Item 2a, last sentence: to ease Mark’s concerns, not Darrel’s.

b) Vote in Favor: Lahman, Springer, Birkholz, Ferley and Nokes.

c) Opposed: None.

Open Public Hearing 7:05 P.M.

4) Motion by Ferley to grant Chad DeBoer a variance to allow a 6-ft wood privacy fence to be constructed on the property line.  The fence needs to be 10 ft back from the alley and 20 ft back from the curb of highway 29 or even with the front of the house, which ever comes first.  Second by Springer.

a) Discussion: DeBoer stated that there has been an ongoing problem with the neighbors with trash and other issues and would like to build a 6-ft high fence on his north property line with whatever setbacks from the highway and alley he needs to comply with.  Birkholz asked if he would consider putting it 2ft. off the property line so that the north side could be maintained.  DeBoer plans on using treated lumber that will not require maintenance and he needs it on the property line because he has to make a 90 degree turn to the south to get into his garage and needs all the room he can get.  The property has been surveyed and monuments are in place.  Clyde Hendrickson, a neighbor, was present and spoke in favor of the variance request.  A letter from Gladys Hedeen, owner of the property abutting Deboer to the north, was not in favor of the fence and asked for a 100-ft. setback from the alley for visibility.  No other comments were received.

b) Vote in Favor: Lahman, Springer, Birkholz, Ferley and Nokes.

c) Opposed: None.

5) Motion by Springer to grant Mike Higley a variance to build a deck on the front of his house to within two feet of the property line.  Second by Birkholz. 

a) Discussion: Higley is requesting a variance to build a deck on the front of his house.  The deck would be within 2 ft. of his property line with State Highway 29.  Campbell checked with MNDot and they are OK with the request as long as he can maintain the deck without being in the MNDot right-of-way.  The property has been surveyed

b) Vote in Favor: Lahman, Birkholz, Springer, Ferley and Nokes.

c) Opposed: None.

Public Hearing closed at 7:18 P.M.

6) Motion by Birkholz to approve Resolution 05-18, A Resolution Approving the Premises on which Charitable Gambling will be conducted.  Seconded by Springer.

a) Discussion: Jerome Haggenmiller told the Council that the Pull-tab gambling license that the Sportsmans Club held for the City’s MLS is site specific and not transferable.  The Sportsmans Club has to go through the entire process, including the Resolution, to get a new license for the City’s MLS. 

b) Vote in Favor: Lahman, Birkholz, Springer, Nokes and Ferley.

c) Opposed: None

7) Motion by Ferley to have the Fire Department Truck Committee evaluate options and make a recommendation to the Council for the disposal of the old pumper truck that is being replaced. Second by Nokes.

a) Discussion: Doug Hoffman asked the Council for some direction regarding the disposition of the old pumper truck.  The Fire Department is looking at a winter delivery of the new truck, does not have room to continue garaging the old truck and the old truck cannot be left outside.  Campbell checked with the League of Minnesota Cities.  The City is obligated to get ‘the-best-deal’ when disposing of public property.  One way to do that is through the highest bidder, the other is accept less dollar value but define a Public Purpose that justifies accepting a lower price.

b) Vote in Favor: Birkholz, Nokes and Ferley.

c) Abstain: Lahman and Springer.

d) Opposed: None.

8) Motion by Birkholz to Table the Parkers Prairie Fire Relief Association’s request for a $150 per Firefighter increase in the City’s contribution.  Second by Nokes. 

a) Discussion: Greg Springer spoke for the Parkers Prairie Fire Relief Association.  They are seeking a $150 per firefighter increase in the City’s contribution to the firefighter's retirement fund.  Several years ago, the Council asked the Relief Association to request a $50 increase every year.  The Association has done this but has been turned down for several years running.  The Council wanted some idea of what next year’s budget is going to look like before making any commitment. 

b) Vote in Favor: Birkholz, Nokes and Ferley.

c) Abstain: Lahman and Springer. 

d) Opposed: None.

9) Motion by Birkholz to Table a request from the Jaycee’s to restrict smoking within 10 ft. of the playground in the City Park.  Second by Ferley. 

a) Discussion:  The Jaycees asked that the City Council prohibit smoking within 10 ft. of the playground equipment.  The request is based on setting an example for children using the playground and the issue of smoking litter around the playground that toddlers tend to pick up and ‘taste’.  Questions of how such a prohibition would be enforced and exactly where would the 10 ft. start and end were raised.  The Jaycees will find out how other communities handle the restriction.

b) Vote in Favor: Lahman, Springer, Birkholz, Nokes and Ferley.

c) Opposed: None.

10) Motion by Ferley to approve Beer Garden License for the Jaycees on Friday, August 5, 2005.  Second by Nokes.

a) Discussion: The Jaycees are going to have a band on Friday night of the Fall Festival and would like to be able to serve 3.2 beverages for income.  The American Legion has the Beer Garden on Saturday and Sunday. 

b) Vote in Favor: Lahman, Birkholz, Springer, Nokes and Ferley.

c) Opposed: None.

11) Motion by Ferley for the City to provide materials and accept donated labor to install a storm water drainage system on the east side of 5th Street.  Second by Springer. 

a) Discussion: John Kamphake and Tony Woodworth are developing the area East of 5th Street.  They presented a preliminary sketch of what they intend to do.  They see the existing open ditch as a problem for the local residents and the future development.  Campbell will try to find money to do water main looping for fire protection.  Any water main or sewer main projects will have to be engineered and submitted to the State for permits.

b) Vote in Favor: Lahman, Birkholz, Springer, Nokes and Ferley.

c) Opposed: None.

12)  Motion by Springer to send John Schmidt a letter regarding a dangerous excavation on his property East of 5th Street and North of CSAH 46.  Second by Birkholz.

a) Discussion: The Ordinance on Hazardous Buildings and Excavations requires the Council to order a letter be sent to a property owner in violation of the ordinance.  There is an abandoned basement excavation with a drop of several feet at the East wall.  The ordinance requires this kind of hazard be eliminated. 

b) Vote in Favor: Lahman, Birkholz, Springer, Nokes and Ferley.

c) Opposed: None.

13) Motion by Ferley to send John Annis a letter regarding a dangerous building and excavation on his property at 450 Centre Street.  Second by Springer.

a) Discussion: The Ordinance on Hazardous Buildings and Excavations requires the Council to order a letter be sent to a property owner in violation of the ordinance.  The basement flooded ruining the foundation and the house burnt.  The overall effect is a Hazardous Building.  The ordinance requires this kind of hazard be eliminated.  Campbell sent Annis a letter asking him to eliminate the hazard.  Annis died and his sister signed for the letter.  The property is tied up with the insurance company and probate.  Until those issues are resolved the courts will not allow anybody to do anything with the property.  The family has cleaned up the fire debris and secured the building as best they can.  Campbell will continue working with the family to resolve the issue.

b) Vote in Favor: Lahman, Birkholz, Springer, Nokes and Ferley.

c) Opposed: None.

14)  Motion by Springer to create a full time Liquor Store Manager position.  Seconded by Ferley.

a) Discussion: The position will be funded by the Liquor Store Enterprise Fund.  The job description has been evaluated based on the Modified Princeton Job Evaluation System and rated at Grade 7.  The position will be eligible for health insurance, vacation and sick leave and Public Employees Retirement Association.  The position would perform management functions approximately 16 hours a week and bartending 24 hours a week including Friday and Saturday nights.  The position would eventually be expanded to manage the Liquor Store and the Event Center

b) Vote in Favor: Lahman, Springer, Nokes and Ferley.

c) Opposed: Birkholz.

15) Discussion: Sidewalk bids for in front of the Liquor Store were considered.  Mayor Lahman stated that there were other areas in town that needed sidewalks repaired or completed.  The issue was referred to the street committee for recommendations. 

16) Discussion: Mayor Lahman suggested to the Council that the storage space at the new Liquor Store was inadequate and a 30 ft. by 30 ft. addition for the north side of the building be considered.  There are 88 unopened cases and 16 open cases of product at the old Liquor Store that can not be moved to the new store.  Suggestions to return unopened cases to the distributors and putting other excess stock On Sale will be explored.

17) Discussion: While working the Adult Entertainment Ordinance, Chief Whiting and Attorney Ann Carrott found that new ordinances and amendments, as required by our own ordinance, must come through the Planning Commission.  The City has not had a functioning Planning Commission for over 10 years.  The City Council can adopt a Resolution to abolish the Planning Commission and to assume the role and responsibilities of the Planning commission and Board or Adjustment.  Chief Whiting will have the Resolution abolishing the Planning Commission for the next meeting.

18) Discussion: Attorney Carrott states that a Conditional Use Permit or a Rezoning action would be required for the old Liquor Store to used as any type of residential property.

19) Motion by Birkholz to pay the May bills as presented.  Second by Springer.

a) Discussion: A question was raised about a payment going to James I. Roberts—Attorney.  The payment is a court ordered garnishee of wages. 

b) Vote in Favor: Lahman, Birkholz, Springer, Nokes and Ferley.

c) Opposed: None.

20) Announcements: Judy Hemmerlin donated four half-barrel planters to the City in memory of her mother, Joann Koehn.

21) Motion by Springer to Adjourn, Second by Nokes.  Meeting adjourned at 9:40 PM.
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