SPECIAL MEETING

BOARD OF EQUALIZATION

PARKERS PRAIRIE CITY COUNCIL

May 3, 2005

Those present were Larry Lahman, Mayor, Greg Springer, Linda Nokes, and David Campbell.  Also present were Alan Hendricks and Doug Walvatne—Otter Tail County Assessors Office. 

1) Hendricks noted that residential front footage valuation had increased from $75 to $120, commercial front footage valuation had increased from $125 to $250 and that Lake Adley lakeshore had increased from $300 to $400 per linear foot.  He also noted that the Neighborhood portion of the formula had decreased from 100 percent to 95 percent.

2) Motion by Nokes to adjust the description of Tom Myers garage from heated/insulated/lined to lined and set the date of improvements to 1990.  Second by Springer. 

a) Discussion: Tom Myers, 316 E. Soo St., asked why he had a $1,900 improvement on his taxes when there were no improvements at his property.  Discussion reveled that his garage had been added as heated/insulated/lined.  Tom admitted that it was lined but not insulated and the heat was just enough to take the chill off if he was going to work on his snowblower, not continuously heated.  Lining, heating, and insulation were $1 per square foot each. 

b) Vote in favor: Lahman, Nokes, and Springer.

c) Opposed: None.

3) Motion was made by Springer to reclassify Koep’s Corner from Convenience Store to Mobile Home and warehouse.  Second by Nokes. 

a) Discussion:  Glen Thomas (speaking for Kelly Thomas) questioned the valuation on the property on the corner of Hwy 29 and CSAH 46 known as Koep’s Corner.  Hendricks noted that commercial valuation had increased from $125 to $250 per linear foot.  Further discussion reveled the Convenience Store classification and all agreed Koep’s Corner was not like Sammy’s.  The Assessors suggested reclassifying the property to more accurately reflect in actual use. 

b) Vote in favor: Lahman, Nokes, and Springer.

c) Opposed: None.

4) Motion by Springer to adjust Carla Scheffert’s property to an unfinished basement and the patio from concrete to pavers.  Second by Nokes.

a) Discussion: Scheffert called the Assessors office to State that her basement was not finished and that her patio was not concrete but pavers. 

b) Vote in favor: Lahman, Nokes, and Springer.

c) Opposed: None.

5) Motion by Nokes to change the classification of John Hanson’s house from DoubleWide to Modular.  Second by Springer.

a) Discussion: John Hanson, 321 E. Soo St., contacted the Assessors Office and stated that his house was a Modular, not a Double-Wide and would like his classification changed to reflect that fact.  Hendricks indicated to the Council that he felt Mr. Hanson was right, but that the rate for a Modular was higher.

b) Vote in favor: Lahman, Nokes, and Springer.

c) Opposed: None.

A motion to adjourn was made by Nokes at 10:03 A.M.

Respectfully submitted





Attested to

David Campbell






Larry Lahman

City Administrator






Mayor 

