PARKERS PRAIRIE CITY COUNCIL

APRIL 18, 2005

Those present were Larry Lahman, Mayor, Kevin Birkholz, Linda Nokes, Blayne Ferley, Greg Springer, and David Campbell.  Also present were Tom Myers, Independent; Shorty Revering and Dennis Roers—Revering Group, Kathy Calson—Attorney, Gary Anderson, Mark Simonson, Jeff Arnold, Jeff Silbernick—Fire Department, Craig Marotto, Kim Schroeder, John Kamphake, Marcia Ratajesak,  Gilmore Jahnke and Carold Hilgren.

The meeting opened at 7:00 p.m. with the Pledge of Allegiance.

1) Discussion: Campbell reported that the Minnesota Department of Health (MDH) had issued their approval letter pending the completion of the tile in the walk-in cooler.  The County inspector walked through today and did not see anything that was a problem, signed off on the State permit and would be back on Friday, April 22nd for a final inspection.  Vendors and contractors are scheduled through the week to finish.  The doors are scheduled to open 9:00 a.m. April 25th 2005. (Notes attached).  A question was raised about the paving.  Paving is scheduled for the first part of May, depending on load restrictions and the opening of the bituminous plant.  

2) A motion was by Ferley to accept bid from Pat Steidl to seed the new Liquor Store grounds and some park areas for 7 cents per sq. ft.  Second by Springer.

a) Discussion: Seeding bids were submitted by Pat Steidl at 7 cents per sq. ft., and Shamrock Landscaping at 8.7 cents per sq. ft.  Hydro-seeding bids were submitted by Advanced Irrigation at 7.5 cents per sq. ft. and by Northland Sod and Hydro-seeding at 10 cents per sq. ft.

b) Vote in Favor: Lahman, Birkholz, Springer, Ferley and Nokes.

c) Opposed: None.

3) A motion was by Birkholz to approve the March 21st, 2005 minutes as presented.  Seconded by Nokes.

a) Discussion: None.

b) Vote in Favor: Lahman, Springer, Birkholz, Ferley and Nokes.

c) Opposed: None.

4) A motion was by Nokes to approve the April 1st, 2005 minutes as presented.  Seconded by Springer.

a) Discussion: None.

b) Vote in Favor: Lahman, Springer, Birkholz, Ferley and Nokes.

c) Opposed: None.

5) A motion was by Springer to approve the April 11th, 2005 minutes as presented.  Seconded by Birkholz.

a) Discussion: None.

b) Vote in Favor: Lahman, Springer, Birkholz, Ferley and Nokes.

c) Opposed: None.

Public Hearing was opened at 7:15 P.M.

6) Motion by Birkholz to consider Ratajesak’s variance request to build a new garage within 10 feet of the alley.  Second by Ferley.

a) Discussion: Birkholz described the sanitary sewer in the alley as being about 5 feet down and Midwest Telephone has cable in the alley.  Concern was for damage to Ratajesak’s garage if the alley ever had to be dug up.  Ferley suggested that a Variance Agreement be drawn up that would hold the City blameless if the alley were ever dug up and the property owners building damaged.  The agreement would be recorded at the County and become part of the abstract.

b) Motion by Birkholz to approve Ratajesak’s variance request and building permit provided they signed and recorded a Variance Agreement that would hold the city blameless if the alley were ever dug up and their property damaged.  Second by Ferley.

c) Discussion: Campbell will consult with an attorney to get a Variance Agreement and a process to implement it.

d) Vote in Favor: Lahman, Springer, Birkholz, Ferley and Nokes.

e) Opposed: None.

7) A motion by Ferley to consider a variance request from Tom & Kim Schroeder to build a new garage within 5 feet of the east alley setback.  Second by Springer. 

a) Discussion: Birkholz stated that the alley east of Schroeder’s is a grass alley with sanitary sewer 8 to 10 foot down.  

b) Motion by Ferley to approve Schroeder’s variance request and building permit provided they signed and recorded a Variance Agreement that would hold the city blameless if the alley were ever dug up and their property damaged. Second by Springer. 

c) Vote in Favor: Lahman, Birkholz, Springer, Ferley and Nokes.

d) Opposed: None.

Public Hearing closed at 7:30 P.M.

8) Motion by Birkholz to approve and sign a Promissory Note, a Security Agreement and a Financing Statement as part of the Jobz agreement between AbbeyMoor Medical Inc. and the City of Parkers Prairie.  Second by Ferley.

a) Attorney Kathy Carlson explained that the funding for the AbbeyMoor Medical Jobz project came from the Department of Employment and Economic Development (DEED), Midwest Bank, the Minnesota Investment Fund (MIF) and the Small Business Administration (SBA).  AbbeyMoor has until June 30th 2006 to draw the revolving funds from DEED.  AbbeyMoor must submit receipts worth $454,545 to qualify for the $200,000 from DEED, (56% from other sources and 44% from DEED), and each draw must be at least $100,000.  Each draw will be amortized, DEED will bill the City and AbbeyMoor will pay the City.  The City will have first position on specifically identified equipment and will keep 50% of the repaid $200,000 for future economic development projects.

b) Vote in Favor: Lahman, Birkholz, Springer, Nokes and Ferley.

c) Opposed: None

9) Motion by Ferley to accept a Bid of $204,967 from Heiman Fire Equipment, Inc. for a new pumper fire Truck.  Second by Birkholz.

a) Discussion: Gary Anderson told the Council that the Fire Department reviewed the Bid specs against the Request for Bid specs and were satisfied.  The City will have to pay for the chassis when it delivered in about three months, the rest will be due on delivery

b) Vote in Favor: Birkholz, Nokes and Ferley.

c) Abstain: Lahman, Springer.

d) Opposed: None.

10) Motion by Springer to proceed with Orderly Annexation requested by Don Rubner through Joint Resolution between the City and the Township. Second by Birkholz.

a) Discussion: Don Rubner is in the process of selling part of his land between Lake Adley and State Highway 235 and has requested connection to City sanitary sewer. Annexing the Rubner property will surround the Dorn property and three sides of the Calson property.  The Township has no objection to the City annexing the three properties.  Campbell will get the paperwork ready and set up a meeting with the Town Board.

b) Vote in Favor: Lahman, Springer, Birkholz, Nokes and Ferley.

c) Opposed: None.

11) Motion by Birkholz to hire the following lifeguards at the proposed wage: 

Josh Huckle


$6.85

Stuart Rubner


$6.25

Jennessa Moeller

$6.45

Evan Ackerman

$6.35

Heather Bowman

$6.45

Brittany Bjerketvedt

$6.35

Julia Bates


$6.45

Siobahn Dodds

$6.35

Jennifer Cook


$6.35

Christina Truax, Manager
$9.75

Dedra Zwieg, Instructor
$12.75

Second by Nokes.

a) Discussion:  Returning lifeguards are listed with a 10-cent increase, Christina and Dedra received a 25-cent increase.

b) Vote in Favor: Lahman, Springer, Birkholz, Nokes and Ferley.

c) Opposed: None.

12) Motion by Springer to hold Clinic Building sale proceeds in the enterprise fund until the idea of an endowment fund can be explored.  Second by Ferley.

a) Discussion: Campbell reported that at the December 6, 2004 Council meeting the Council decided to transfer all remaining enterprise funds to the Joint Powers Ambulance Board to use at their discretion.  The Joint Powers would place the proceeds from the sale of the facilities and land in a trust fund for five years.  The Joint Powers could have the interest for operating expenses for that five years.  After five years the Joint Powers would have full access to the principle.  Questions were raised about what would happen with the money if the Ambulance service were to cease operations for some reason.  The Council felt it might be more appropriate to set up a permanent endowment fund for the ambulance with a Board, bylaws, and dissolution procedures established.  Campbell will discuss the concept with attorney Kathy Carlson.

b) Vote in Favor: Lahman, Birkholz, Springer, Nokes and Ferley.

c) Opposed: None.

13)  Motion by Nokes to pay the March bills as presented.  Second by Springer.

a) Discussion: None.

b) Vote in Favor: Lahman, Birkholz, Springer, Nokes and Ferley.

c) Opposed: None.

14) Motion by Ferley to allow Doug Whiting to upgrade siren system with funds from the Tornado Tabletop grant.  Second by Birkholz.

a) Discussion: Chief Whiting told the Council that many improvements have recently been made to the City’s siren system.  A big problem remains in that somebody must come to the Fire Hall and turn it on.  At night and during severe weather this is a problem.  Some minor equipment and software upgrades will allow Otter Tail County Dispatch to activate our siren when they get information from the National Weather Service.  The upgrades would cost about $700.

b) Vote in Favor: Lahman, Springer, Birkholz, Nokes and Ferley.

c) Opposed: None.

15)  Announcements:

a) Chief Whiting informed the Council that the City’s current Adult Entertainment Ordinance was overturned by the Courts and is no longer valid.  Alexandria has a new ordinance that complies with the Courts rulings and he will try to get a copy for Parkers.

16) Committee Reports:

17) Discussion: Craig Marotto asked what was going to happen with the ruins of the John Annis house.  Debris from the house is blowing around the neighborhood and it’s not safe for kids to be around it.  Campbell will send a letter to Annis telling him to get it the site cleaned up.

Discussion: Tom Myers asked if the concrete parking stop from the old liquor store could be moved from his yard back to the pavement.  Campbell will ask John and Jeff to do so.

Discussion: When will the streets be swept?  Campbell will call the State and the contractor for dates.

21) Motion by Nokes to Adjourn, Second by Birkholz.  Meeting adjourned at 9:05 PM.
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