PARKERS PRAIRIE CITY COUNCIL

MARCH 21, 2005

Those present were Larry Lahman, Mayor, Kevin Birkholz, Linda Nokes, Blayne Ferley, and David Campbell.  Also present were Tom Myers, Independent; Daniel Jones, Broadway Medical Clinic; Tiny Holms, County Emergency Management, Diane Thorson, County Health Department, Jerome Haggenmiller, Sportsmans Club; Dewey Schmidt, Kim Schroeder, John Kamphake, Ken Hadley, 

The meeting opened at 7:00 p.m. with the Pledge of Allegiance.

1) Discussion: Campbell reported that Paul Ringdahl had called to say that he had nothing new to report.  The main holdup to getting the new Liquor Store open are issues with the Department of Health (MDH).  MDH did not get the plans early in the project to do a plan review that may have resolved many of their concerns before construction.  Because the building is new construction, the MDH insist that all food prep areas meet National Sanitation Foundation (NSF) code.  Campbell will gather all the documentation they are requesting and send it to them and work to resolve any other issues they have.

2) A motion was by Birkholz to accept the February 22, 2005 minutes as presented.  Seconded by Ferley.

a) Discussion: None.

b) Vote in Favor: Lahman, Birkholz, Ferley and Nokes.

c) Opposed: None.

3) A motion was by Birkholz to accept the February 28, 2005 minutes as presented.  Seconded by Ferley.

a) Discussion: None.

b) Vote in Favor: Lahman, Birkholz, Ferley and Nokes.

c) Opposed: None.

4) Discussion: At the February meeting concerns were raised about the old Liquor Store being bought and turned into apartments.  Campbell offered a Zoning Ordinance Amendment that would prohibit residential use in an area zoned Commercial.  There were concerns about existing situations and future zoning changes.  The matter was tabled an referred to a committee of Lahman, Birkholz and Campbell

5) A motion was by Birkholz to adopt the National Incident Management System (NIMS) Resolution, 5-10 as presented.  Seconded by Ferley.

a) Discussion: NIMS is mandated by the Federal Government for all levels of government if they are to be eligible for any Federal funding.  Gary Anderson has had the training and can be our local instructor.  Tiny Holms said there was money available at the County to help pay for eligible training costs.  The Council asked Anderson and Campbell to develop a schedule for training.

b) Vote in Favor: Lahman, Birkholz, Ferley and Nokes.

c) Opposed: None.

6) Motion by Ferley to adopt Resolution 05-11, a Resolution Approving A PURCHASE AGREEMENT.  Seconded by Nokes.

a) At the City’s request, Attorney Gary Syverson drew up a purchase agreement between the Broadway Medical Clinic and the City.  The Purchase Agreement was distributed to the Council for review.  This resolution approves the terms of the Purchase Agreement and empowers the City Administrator to sign the closing documents once everything is in order.  The Abstract for the properties is lost and Otter Tail County must assemble a new Abstract. 

b) Vote in Favor: Lahman, Birkholz, Nokes and Ferley.

c) Opposed: None

7) Motion made by Nokes to approve The Parkers Prairie Lions Club request for a raffle.  Second by Ferley.

a) Discussion: Raffle is a fundraiser for the Lions Club.  The drawing would be held during the Fall Festival in August.

b) Vote in Favor: Lahman, Birkholz, Nokes and Ferley.

c) Opposed: None.

8) Motion by Ferley to approve the Sportsmans Club request to place pull-tabs in Shysters.  Second by Birkholz. 

a) Discussion: Haggenmiller explained that permission from the City is just one step.  The State has final approval authority.  A comment from the Council expressing appreciation to the Sportsmans Club for good things they fund in the community with the pull-tab proceeds.

b) Vote in Favor: Lahman, Birkholz, Nokes and Ferley.

c) Opposed: None.

9) Motion by Ferley to make a $30 donation from the Liquor Store Fund to the East Otter Tail American Dairy Association towards their annual Dairy Princess Banquet.  Second by Nokes.

a) Discussion: Lahman noted that the City has made this donation in the past and is one of the very few the City makes.

b) Vote in Favor: Lahman, Birkholz, Nokes and Ferley.

c) Opposed: None.

10)   Discussion: Mr. Holms of the County Emergency Preparedness said that his office would work with the City for any natural disaster within the City.  The County Health Department would be responsible for responding to any health threats, natural or through terrorism.  The County will have an exercise March 31st to test response to a County alert.  Essential personnel will be asked to respond with the number of people in their household. That information will allow the County to determine how many ‘vaccinations’ are needed to protect the core responders and decision-makers from a threat.  Other issues that would have to consider would be vaccination locations, transportation, Isolation or quarantine, even simple things like groceries.  Campbell will compile the list for the City Council and Administration and forward it to the County. 

11)  Discussion: Tom Myers has concerns about dust from the Elevator road.  Last Fall potato trucks were coming and going on a very tight schedule and the dust was very heavy.  Lahman told Myers that the City does not own the elevator road, it now belongs to the elevator.  Campbell distributed a worksheet showing the cost of Calcium Chloride in flake and liquid form.  Lahman suggest the property owners pay for the application because there were so few residents actually benefiting.  Spraying water is not very effective and the City does not have the equipment to do water spraying.  Myers wanted to know if the City, ProAg and Rodney Peterson could work together on this issue.  Campbell will talk with ProAg and keep Myers up to date when anything happens.  

12) Discussion: Dewy Schmidt was concerned about the continuing water problem in his front yard and the street.  This was never a problem until the potato warehouses went up and several acres of field became hard surface.  The City has created some detention ponds over the years but that has not completely solved the problem.  Campbell will talk with Rodney Peterson to see if the detention pond on his property could be enlarged.  He will also look into digging another pond between the street and the tracks.

13) Motion by Ferley to approve a request from Cozy Cup Café for 3.2 beer On Sale and Wine license.  Second by Nokes.

a) Discussion: The former owners held the 3.2 beer On Sale and wine license without incident.  The new owners want to offer their customers the same level of service.  The State controls the Wine License. 

b) Vote in Favor: Lahman, Birkholz, Nokes and Ferley.

c) Opposed: None.

14) Motion by Birkholz to approve a Beer Garden License for the American Legion during the Fall Festival after all paperwork is completed.  Second by Ferley.  

a) Discussion: American Legion has been running the Beer Garden at the Fall Festival for years without incident. 

b) Vote in Favor: Lahman, Birkholz, Nokes and Ferley.

c) Opposed: None.

15) Motion by Ferley to make a $120 donation from the Liquor Store Fund to the American Legion Baseball.  Second by Nokes. 

a) Discussion:  Hadley stated that it costs over $3,000 to field the Legion Baseball Team.

b) Vote in Favor: Lahman, Birkholz, Nokes and Ferley.

c) Opposed: None.

16)  Motion by Birkholz to pay the February bills as presented.  Second by Nokes.

a) Discussion: None.

b) Vote in Favor: Lahman, Birkholz, Nokes and Ferley.

c) Opposed: None.

17)  Announcements:

a) A Special meeting will held on Monday April 11, 2005 at 5:30 p.m. in the Council Room.  The purpose of the meeting is to receive bids on a new fire truck.

18) Committee Reports:

a) Ferley reported that Bob Huckle was working on a FEMA Grant application for a new ambulance.  He also had a question of where the proceeds of the sale of the Medical Clinic were to go.  Campbell will research.

19) Nokes attend the Weed meeting in Henning.

i) Campbell is working with the Fire Department on a FEMA Grant application for Turnout gear and miscellaneous equipment and hoses.

20) Discussion: Kamphake asked about the progress on the subdivision rules.  Birkholz stated that the committee had met and begun discussions.  Some progress was made but more work was needed.  Campbell’s time has been directed to getting the new Liquor Store open.

Mayor Lahman recesses the meeting at 8:50 PM for a tour of the new Liquor Store and invites all present to join the Council.  After the tour, the Council will return to City Hall for any further business and adjournment.  

Return to City Hall at 9:10 PM.

21) Motion by Nokes to Adjourn, Second by Birkholz.  Meeting adjourned at 9:15 PM.

Respectfully submitted
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