SPECIAL MEETING

PARKERS PRAIRIE CITY COUNCIL

FEBRUARY 28, 2005

Fire Department Training Room

Those present were Larry Lahman, Mayor, Greg Springer, Kevin Birkholz, Blayne Ferley and David Campbell.  Also present were Doug Hoffman, Jeff Arnold, Jeff Silbernick, Gary Anderson and Mark Simonson representing the Parkers Prairie Fire Department.

1. The meeting was opened at 5:47 p.m.

2.  Discussion: The purpose of the meeting was for the Fire Department to discuss the proposed purchase of a new Pumper Truck and consider financing options.  Hoffman stated that the Fire Department had met with the Township representatives and talked about the Townships making a contribution, possibly as high as $5,000, to the Equipment Fund.  He also explained and compared the City’s contributions to the Equipment Fund.  The Townships responded favorably but asked if the contribution could be made over 2 to 5 years.  The Townships made no commitment.  Anderson presented a spreadsheet that showed possible Equipment Fund income and expenses over the next few years.  The final cost of the Pumper Truck has not been determined and will depend on what the Bid price is and when it is ordered.  Anderson estimates that the Fire Department will have to borrow between $40,000 and $70,000.  Midwest Bank has offered a 4 percent loan up to 7 years depending on the amount borrowed.  Anderson asked if the Council would consider loaning the Fire Department the necessary money at some interest rate between current commercial and what the City is making on Money Market reserves.  No decision will be needed until the Pumper Truck is delivered and payment is due.

3. A motion was made by Birkholz to allow Campbell, on behalf of the Fire Department, to draft a Request for Bids and publish it.  Seconded by Springer.

a) Discussion: Anderson requested the Council allow the Fire Department to determine specifications and publish a Request for Bids.  Because of steel price increases the cost of the vehicle will be higher if ordered after May.  With a nine-month delivery time it will still be possible to get a 2006 chassis.

b) Vote in Favor: Lahman, Birkholz, Springer, and Ferley. 

c) Opposed: None.

4.  A motion was made by Birkholz to adjourn.  Seconded by Ferley.  The meeting ended at 6:15 p.m.

Respectfully submitted
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