PARKERS PRAIRIE CITY COUNCIL

FEBRUARY 22, 2005

Those present were Larry Lahman, Mayor, Greg Springer, Kevin Birkholz, Linda Nokes, Blayne Ferley, Police Chief Doug Whiting and David Campbell.  Also present were Tom Myers, Independent; Paul Ringdahl, Ringdahl Architects; Don and Jerome Getz, Getz Construction; Daniel Jones, Broadway Medical Clinic; Bryan Rude, Midwest Bank; Paul Baer, St. Williams Living Center; Larry Van Hout and Dan Folsom, Widseth Smith Nolting; Dave Eekhoff, CDE Cleaning Service; Bruce Jahnke, Parkers Prairie Township; Rick Ackerman and several Boy Scouts; John Kamphake, Terry Irons, Carl Henning, Ken Hadley, Larry Welch, George Knox, Larro Hilgren, Carold Hilgren, Gilmore Jahnke and Bob Johnston.

1) The meeting opened at 7:00 p.m. with the Pledge of Allegiance.

2) Discussion: Paul Ringdahl and Jerome Getz reported that there was some interior painting and plumbing to do.  The installation of the air conditioning units and some exterior painting was going to have to wait until spring.  A walk-through will be scheduled next week. 

3) A motion was by Birkholz to accept the January 18th 2005 minutes as presented.  Seconded by Ferley.

a) Discussion: None.

b) Vote in Favor: Lahman, Birkholz, Ferley, Nokes and Springer.

c) Opposed: None.

4) A motion was by Nokes to accept the January 20th 2005 minutes as amended.  Seconded by Springer.

a) Discussion: Lahman noted that he was not at the January 20th meeting but listed as present.

b) Vote in Favor: Lahman, Birkholz, Ferley, Nokes and Springer.

c) Opposed: None.

5) A motion was by Springer to accept the January 31st 2005 minutes as presented.  Seconded by Birkholz.

a) Discussion: None.

b) Vote in Favor: Lahman, Birkholz, Ferley, Nokes and Springer.

c) Opposed: None.

6) A motion was by Ferley to accept the February 7th 2005 minutes as presented.  Seconded by Springer.

a) Discussion: None.

b) Vote in Favor: Lahman, Birkholz, Ferley, Nokes and Springer.

c) Opposed: None.

The Public Hearing for the St. Williams Living Center Refinancing was opened at 7:10 p.m.

7) Motion by Birkholz to adopt Resolution 05-09, a Resolution Approving The Issuance And Sale Of A Health Care Facility Revenue Refunding Note (St William’s Living Center Project), Series 2005 In The Aggregate Amount Of $2,000,000 And Authorizing The Execution Of Documents Relating Thereto.  Seconded by Springer.

a) Bryan Rude presented Resolution 05-09 on behalf of St Williams Living Center.  The goal is to refinance two existing Bond Issues at a more favorable interest rate.  Under no circumstances does the City have any exposure or liability.  Adopting the Resolution allows the refinancing process to proceed.

b) Vote in Favor: Lahman, Birkholz, Springer, Nokes and Ferley.

c) Opposed: None

The Public Hearing Closed at 7:20 p.m. and the Regular meeting resumed.

8) Discussion: Larry Van Hout and Dan Folsom, representing Widseth Smith Nolting, wanted to introduce the company to the new Council.  They have worked with the City in the past and would like the opportunity to do so in the future.  They are a full-service company with engineering, architectural and surveying services.  They work in about 80 communities and have worked with DEED, FMA, USDA and other agencies.  They don’t charge for phone calls or attending Council meetings.

9) Motion made by Springer to direct the City Administrator to have a Purchase Agreement between the City of Parkers Prairie and Broadway Medical Clinic created for the Parkers Prairie Medical Clinic property.  Seconded by Birkholz.

a) Discussion: Daniel Jones, representing Broadway Medical Clinic, stated that they want to buy the Parkers Prairie Medical Clinic property from the City at the appraised price.  They have bought the medical practice from Dr. Struthers.  They have made some decisions that will bring more medical treatment options to Parkers and are willing to make some substantial infrastructure investments in the facility.  There was a question concerning the need for a Public Hearing.  Campbell will check with the League of Minnesota Cities and set it up if necessary.

b) Vote in Favor: Lahman, Springer, Birkholz, Nokes and Ferley.

c) Opposed: None.

10)   Discussion: Dave Eekhoff of Clean Distinguished Environment made short presentation to the Council.  He past out a proposal for providing janitorial services for the new Liquor Store.

11)   Discussion: Terry Irons stated that her parents had purchased the Darlene Witt property but only want to keep the property the house sits on.  She would like to work with the City to develop approximately 15 acres to the North of the house property into lots with City Water and Sewer within the next one to five years.  Campbell suggested that the Streets and Water and Sewer committees meet to develop a policy for what kind and how much help the City would extend to a developer.  The Council agreed.

12)   Discussion: Carl Henning stated that he too would like to develop some of his property into City lots and wanted to know what the City might do to help him.  Henning has already done some of the preliminary site work and wants to be on a faster schedule than Mrs. Irons.  Henning’s development is complicated by the unknown schedule of extending City water and sanitary sewer to his property.  His project was also referred to committee.  Ken Hadley asked if the sanitary pond system would handle all the developments.  Lahman said yes.

13)  Discussion: Larry Welch had concerns about the letter from the City Attorney to the City regarding Dave Campbell’s employment contract and feels that it should be public information.  He then began reading statutes about public and private data and comments about closing a previous meeting.  Mayor Lahman stated that the closed meeting would be dealt with later in the meeting.  Welch was also told that the City Attorney’s letter was covered by Client / Attorney privilege and not open to the public.  Welch wanted the attorney to state the Statute that allowed the Client / Attorney privileged communication and what the justification there was for doing so.  He warned the Council that hiding public information could open the City to litigation.  Welch also requested that the tape from the closed meeting be played at the next regular Council meeting.  The Council replied that the tape was available during normal City office hours for anyone to listen to and that it would not be played at the next meeting.  The City Attorney will be contacted for more specific information.

14)  Motion by Ferley to request Bids for the old liquor store once everything is moved out and it’s ready to sell.  Second by Nokes.

a) Discussion: Campbell asked the Council for permission to advertise the old liquor store for sale after everything was moved out.  The building was appraised at $73,000 as is.  Carold Hilgren stated that he didn’t think the City should sell the building but give it to the State or County Historical Society.  Chief Whiting asked that the not be sold for residential use for a variety of reasons.  The area is zoned commercial and it could be argued that apartments are a commercial enterprise.  Campbell will research the issue and bring a solution to the next meeting.

b) Vote in Favor: Lahman, Ferley, Nokes, Springer and Birkholz.

c) Opposed: None.

15) Discussion: Campbell asked about selling the remaining tables, chairs, coolers, etc. in the old liquor store.  We can sell it to who ever comes by or turn it over to an auctioneer.  It was felt that an auction would be more fair to the public and to the City.  Campbell will contact some auctioneers to see if there is enough to justify the effort when the time comes.

16) Discussion: Chief Whiting announced that the request for lights and gates at the CSAH 42 railroad crossing had been approved.  The bad news is that the $200,000 project isn’t projected to start until 2008.  The good news is that the project will be paid for with a combination of Federal, State and County funds.

17)  Mayor Lahman addresses the issue of the January closed meeting.  He stated that closing the meeting was wrong.  He misunderstood the Open Meeting law as it applied to the circumstances and that it was his responsibility and his alone.  He offered his apologies to the Council, to the Independent, and to the City of Parkers Prairie.  Two council members are scheduled to go to a new member training session and Lahman will attend as soon as another seminar is scheduled.  With the training and the help of the Independent there should be no further violations of the Open Meeting law.

18)  Motion by Springer to pay the January bills as presented.  Second by Birkholz.

a) Discussion: Campbell briefly explained the format of the finance documents and offered to sit down with Council members one-on-one to explain in more detail.

b) Vote in Favor: Lahman, Springer, Birkholz, Nokes and Ferley.

c) Opposed: None.

19)  Announcements:

a) A Special meeting will held on Monday February 28th 2005 at 5:30 p.m. in the Fire Training room.  The purpose of the meeting is to discuss the purchase of a new fire truck and possible financing options.

b) Senator Larson and Representative Simpson will hold a Town Hall meeting in the Parkers Prairie training rooms on March 12, 2005 at 2:00 p.m.

20)  Mayor Lahman made the following committee assignments for 2005:

a) Lahman:
Personnel and Police

b) Springer:
Acting Mayor, Streets & Lights, Fire

c) Ferley:

Ambulance, Liquor Store

d) Birkholz:
Water & Sewer, Buildings

e) Nokes:

Pool, Park, Weeds

21)  Meeting Opened to the Public:

a) John Kamphake stated that the City should do more annexation.  The City should be talking with the Township about annexing to the South and squaring up the City Limits.

b) Larry Welch asked about how the part-time Administrator was going to be paid if the position was eliminated and not in the budget.  He also pointed out that the City Clerks wage had been increased when she had to pick up additional duties.  The Mayor responded that the Local Government Aid (LGA) cut was projected to be about $33,000 in 2003 but was actually closer to $3,000.  The Administrators wages will come from the Professional Services line item in the various departments.

c) Rick Ackerman and several Boy Scouts were attending the meeting to satisfy an advancement requirement to attend a meeting of the City Council or School Board.  Ackerman stated that this meeting was a good example of local government in action.  He had high praise for Mayor Lahman for acknowledging a mistake, taking responsibility for the mistake, and making a public apology, further stating that it was a “Class Act”.

22)  A motion was made by Ferley to adjourn.  Seconded by Birkholz.  The meeting ended at 9:00 p.m.

Respectfully submitted
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