PARKERS PRAIRIE CITY COUNCIL

REGULAR MEETING

January 18, 2005
The meeting opened at 7:00 PM with the following present: Larry Lahman, Greg Springer, Blayne Ferley, Kevin Birkholz, and Kim Schroeder. Also present were Sheryl Meyers – The Independent, Jeff Arnold, Doug Whiting, Paul Ringdahl – Ringdahl Architects, Jerome & Donald Getz – Jerome Getz Construction, Linda Nokes, Carold Hilgren, Gilmore Jahnke, Bruce Jahnke, Gene Payne, Marion Kirschner, Brian Hiles and Ken Weber – Landteam Incorporated.
1) Motion by Springer to approve Resolution 05-06 Accepting Councilmember Hilgren’s Resignation and Declaring Vacancy in Position. Seconded by Ferley.

a) All in favor: Springer, Ferley, Birkholz, Lahman.

b) Dissent: None.
Discussion: Carold Hilgren’s two year councilmember term is open for appointment. Linda Nokes was present and interested in filling the position.

2) Motion by Ferley to appoint Linda Nokes to fill Carold Hilgren’s remaining two year councilmember position. Seconded by Birkholz.

a) All in favor: Ferley, Birkholz, Springer, Lahman.

b) Dissent: None.

3) City Clerk Kimberly Schroeder swore in Councilmember Linda Nokes.

Discussion: Paul Ringdahl discussed the liquor store project. Jerome and Donald Getz were present to answer any questions.

The condensation situation has decreased since the insulation sheetrock have been started.

The railing around the patio will be colored with a black powder coat.

Jerome and Donald stated the construction date will be done by February 15th instead of the previously stated January 20th due to the state plumbing approval.

They hope to get the boiler started next week and the in-floor heat working.

The tile in the bathroom could be started next week.

4) Motion by Ferley to approve the December 20th minutes with correction. Seconded by Springer.
a) Discussion: Change the attested to Larry Lahman instead of the previous mayor.
b) All in favor: Ferley, Springer, Birkholz, Nokes, Lahman.
c) Dissent: None.

5) Motion by Springer to approve the January 3rd minutes with correction.. Seconded by Birkholz.

a) Discussion: Change the attested to Larry Lahman instead of the previous mayor.

b) All in favor: Springer, Birkholz, Ferley, Nokes, Lahman.

c) Dissent: None.
Ken Weber and Brian Hiles of Landteam Incorporated were present to meet with the new council members and inform them of their opportunities they can assist the city with in the future and gave an overview of their company.

Discussion: Marion Kirschner was present to speak about the positive affects if the city were to consider a ‘no smoking’ ban for the new liquor store and establishments within the city. She showed a short power point presentation that explained the long term affects that tobacco smoke has on a person’s body. There are several cities that have passed a no smoking ban and reported they have not noticed a significant decrease in sales. Councilmember Ferley suggested the city should discuss with the local bar and business owners by holding a public hearing in the future to hear their opinions before passing a ban. Kirschner suggested Otter Tail County Public Health could attend the public hearing to answer any questions and provide further information if needed. It was also suggested the state is looking at passing a statewide smoking ban at the legislative level. There was another question whether the council commissioners have looked into a county smoking ban, Kirschner did not know of any discussion at the county level at this time.
Discussion: Police Chief Doug Whiting was present with the 2004 Activity Report. Whiting reported calls this year by comparing years 1994 to 2004. In 1994 the call level was 684 with 1,010 calls reported in 2004. The state has set a goal to install laptops in all squad cars by 2006. This will help officers retrieve information faster. With the persons date of birth they can pull up that person’s picture and all traffic violation information and personal information. The cost of the laptop and equipment will be approximately $3,000-5,000 per car however our department only uses one squad during normal business hours; Whiting will purchase one laptop and install the mounting equipment in the standby car so it will be easily transferable if needed in the standby car.
Discussion: There will be a tabletop tornado meeting Thursday January 20th at 7:00 in the City Hall fireman’s training room. The city, police department, ambulance, school, county, and others will walk through what each department will do if a tornado came through the city during a school business day.
Discussion: Police Chief Doug Whiting asked Minnesota Department of Transportation (MNDOT) for an automated cross arm for County Road 42 railroad tracks. The cost will be approximately $200,000. MNDOT will fund 90% of the project, and Otter Tail County will fund the remaining 10%. MNDOT and the county are interested and will look into doing a study for the city.
Discussion: A driveway was put in on Kelly Rud’s property located on South Otter Ave (Old Highway 29). A permit was never issued to do the work and the driveway is on shoreland development area. Lahman requested Schroeder contact Otter Tail County shoreland management to find out what the city needs to do to have the driveway removed.
6) Motion by Ferley to allow Lahman and Springer to negotiate a part-time administrator employment agreement with David Campbell. Seconded by Birkholz.

a) Discussion: David Campbell has been asked if he would be interested in working part-time for the city as administrator. An employment agreement written by Campbell was passed out for the council to review. Carold Hilgren was present and requested to read the employment agreement, the agreement is still in negotiation and once finalized will the available for public viewing.
Council members were questioning some parts of the contract and the hours he would be working. Ferley suggested the city negotiate with Campbell and was interested in his employment because of former employment history with the city.
Birkholz suggested if Campbell is not willing to negotiate a contract the city should look into advertising for someone else that would be willing to work this employment.
Lahman will set committees and negotiate with Campbell. Lahman questioned Springer to be on the personnel committee. Springer accepted. Lahman and Springer will meet with Campbell to work out an employment agreement.
b) All in favor: Ferley, Birkholz, Springer, Nokes, Lahman.
c) Dissent: None.
7) Motion by Birkholz to accept December bills as presented. Seconded by Springer.
a) All in favor: Birkholz, Springer, Nokes, Ferley, Lahman.

b) Dissent: None.
Discussion: There was discussion on the transfer of property owner for the Prairie Development apartments located at 429 E Soo Street. The property is under the TIF tax incentive program. Ownership changed in 2004, Lahman requested Schroeder to see if the TIF plan can be transferred from one owner to another.
Discussion: There will be a fire department informational meeting for a truck purchase on Wednesday, January 26th at 5:30pm in the City Hall fireman’s training room. The fire department is looking at purchasing a new pumper truck and will discuss the finances with the council.
Discussion: Lahman will work on the committee lists for the next council meeting. Lahman questioned Springer to act as the Acting Mayor, Springer accepted. The Joint Powers Board will need someone to replace Carold Hilgren’s position, Ferley has accepted the ambulance committee position.
A motion was made by Birkholz to adjourn at 8:26pm. Seconded by Springer.
Respectfully submitted:
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