PARKERS PRAIRIE CITY COUNCIL

REGULAR MEETING

November 15, 2004
The meeting opened at 6:30 PM with the following present: Jim Dauphinais, Larry Lahman, Carold Hilgren, Donald Zuehlke, and Kim Schroeder. Also present were Tom Meyers – The Independent, Jeff Arnold, Doug Whiting, John Kamphake, Paul Ringdahl – Ringdahl Architects, Jerome & Donald Getz – Jerome Getz Construction, Greg Springer, Blayne Ferley, and Kevin Birkholtz.
1) Motion by Hilgren to approve the October 18th minutes. Seconded by Zuehlke.

a) All in favor: Hilgren, Zuehlke, Lahman, Dauphinais.

b) Dissent: None.

2) Motion by Zuehlke to approve the November 1st minutes. Seconded by Lahman.
a) All in favor: Zuehlke, Lahman, Hilgren, Dauphinais.
b) Dissent: None.

3) Motion by Hilgren to allow Doug Whiting to purchase a taser device for the police department. Seconded by Lahman.

a) Discussion: Doug whiting was present to request to purchase a taser for the police department. A taser is a less than lethal means of securing a person, it shoots an electric wire up to 20ft. The taser costs $800 plus $200 for the elements and other accessories making the total price approximately $1,000. The police department has received revenue from forfeiture property of $1,000 that will pay for the taser.
b) All in favor: Hilgren, Lahman, Zuehlke, Dauphinais.

c) Dissent: None.
Discussion: Doug Whiting also mentioned Otter Tail County dispatch will be changing the Parkers Prairie Police Department badge numbers. There was a change in one of the surrounding cities badge numbering that led to the need for Parkers Prairie to change theirs as well. The change will not be made until the 1st of the year, however, Doug wanted to inform the members of the council so they are aware of the change when they no longer hear the old badge numbers.

4) Motion by Lahman to approve a variance request made by David & Roxanne Warren.  Seconded by Zuehlke.

a) Discussion: David & Roxanne Warren contacted Schroeder the day they had a masonry company at their residents to install a 24’ x 20’ cement slab in front of their existing garage. Schroeder told them they needed to be 10’ from side property lines, the east property line is the side in question. The maintenance workers located the stake on the northeast corner of the lot, Warren’s cement slab is only 4’ from the line. Justine Tuel was contacted and asked if she was opposed to the slab being she was the property most affected by the addition, she was not. Schroeder explained to Warren’s they would need to follow the guidelines for a variance even though the cement slab was already installed.
b) Vote in favor: Lahman, Zuehlke, Hilgren, Dauphinais.

c) Dissent: None.
Discussion: Paul Ringdahl discussed the liquor store project. Jerome and Donald Getz were present to answer any questions.
Hilgren questioned if the windows would be clear glass of only could see from inside to out. They will be clear glass, meaning can see inside from outside and vise versa.
Ringdahl questioned Getz about the plumbing. Donald spoke with the state earlier today, they said the plumbing should be approved by this weekend or Monday, November 22. They are trying to work on as many other projects at the liquor store in the mean time.

The cultured stone should be received next week, they can start on that once in.

It was mentioned the city supplies the gas tank and line up to the building for heat. It was discussed to purchase the tank from Gappa’s Oil, and first fill, after to alternate, starting Jan. 1st of each year, between Gappa Oil and Pro Ag Farmers Cooperative. The tank will be placed at the northeast corner of the building.
The color selections for the interior need to be selected, Schroeder will receive more information from Ringdahl.
Schroeder has received a pay request from Getz construction, she informed Ringdahl the city will receive bond funding November 23 and will make payment thereafter.

Overall Getz Construction is comfortable with the schedule of January 20 as the completion date.
5) Motion by Zuehlke to accept October bills as presented. Seconded by Hilgren.
a) All in favor: Zuehlke, Hilgren, Lahman, Dauphinais.

b) Dissent: None.
The Truth-in-Taxation meeting will be held December 6, 2004 at 7:00pm here at the City Hall Council Chambers.

The appraisal for the medical clinic was completed and came in at $128,000. The liquor store appraisal for 102 N Otter Ave has not been finished yet; Schroeder expects to receive it within the week.

Discussion: Hilgren, a member of the joint powers board for the ambulance department, questioned if the city would consider donating $5,000 from the Hospital Fund to the Ambulance Fund. The Ambulance Fund has not been successful in receiving medical payments and has received $1,500 from each township and city to help pay for operating expenses in 2004. Lahman questioned whether the city could use that money for that type of transaction, Dauphinais believed that money could only be used for the building and maintenance. Schroeder will contact the League of Minnesota Cities. It was tabled until the December regular meeting.
A motion was made by Hilgren to adjourn at 7:00pm. Seconded by Lahman.
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